PRINTER S NO. 2224

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1372 %%

| NTRODUCED BY FONTANA, PI PPY, RAFFERTY, COSTA, STOUT, PUNT,
WASHI NGTON, PILEGE, ORIE, D. WH TE, MJUSTO BROME, LOGAN,
ARMSTRONG, WAUGH, CGREENLEAF AND REGOLA, OCTOBER 25, 2006

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 25, 2006
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for offense of

denonstrating at a comrenorative service.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7517 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
Consol i dated Statutes, added June 30, 2006 (P.L.288, No.63), is
amended to read:

§ 7517. Commenorative service denonstration activities.

(a) Legislative intent.--The CGeneral Assenbly finds and
decl ares that:

(1) Famlies have a substantial interest in organizing
and attendi ng conmenorative services for deceased rel atives.

(2) The interests of famlies in privately and
peaceful |y nourning the | oss of deceased relatives are

vi ol ated when comenorati ve services are targeted for

pi cketi ng and ot her public denonstrations.

(3) Picketing of conmenorative services causes envotional
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di sturbance and distress to grieving famlies who participate

in conmenorative services.

(4) Full opportunity exists under the terns and
provi sions of this section for the exercise of freedom of
speech and other constitutional rights at tinmes other than
wi thin one hour prior to, during and one hour follow ng the
conmenor ati ve servi ces.

(b) Ofense defined.--A person commts a m sdeneanor of the
third degree if the person engages in denonstration activities
wi thin 500 feet of any cenetery, nortuary, church or other
| ocation being utilized for the purposes of a commenorative
service within one hour prior to, during and one hour follow ng
t he conmenorative service.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Conmenorative service." An event involving the gathering of
i ndi vi dual s who assenbl e:

(1) At a cenetery or other location during the burial,
funeral, cerenony or nenorial service of a specific deceased
person to nmourn or honor the deceased person or to pay
respect to the famly of the deceased person.

(2) In a building during the view ng, visitation,
burial, funeral, cerenony or nenorial service of a specific
deceased person to nourn or honor the deceased person or to
pay respect to the famly of the deceased person.

(3) To participate in a procession to a cenetery,
buil ding or other location in which a view ng, visitation,
burial, funeral, cerenony or nenorial service of a specific

deceased person is to be conducted to nourn or honor the

2006051372B2224 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N T N N e S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

deceased person or to pay respect to the famly of the
deceased person.

(4) To participate in a cerenpny or nenorial service to

mourn or honor the deceased or to pay respect to the famlies

of the deceased.

"Denonstration activities.”" Any of the follow ng:

(1) Any picketing or simlar conduct.

(2) Any oration, speech or use of sound anplification
equi pnent or device or simlar conduct that is not part of a
conmenor ati ve servi ce.

(3) The display of any placard, sign, banner, flag or
simlar device, unless such display is part of a
conmenor ati ve servi ce.

(4) The distribution of any handbill, panphlet, |eaflet
or other witten or printed matter, other than a program
distributed as part of a conmenorative service.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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