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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1197 5%

| NTRODUCED BY MELLOW LAVALLE, FONTANA, MJUSTO, EARLL, STACK,
BOSCOLA, KI TCHEN, WASHI NGTQN, C. WLLI AMS, GREENLEAF AND
FERLO, APRIL 17, 2006

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, APRIL 17, 2006
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," further providing for kindergartens,
for age limts, tenporary residence, for adm ssion of

begi nners, for conpul sory school age and for dates and tines

of school terns and sessions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 502 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anmended May 9,
1949 (P.L.939, NO 263), is anended to read:

Section 502. Additional Schools and Departnents.--1n
addition to the elenentary public schools, the board of school
directors in any school district may establish, equip, furnish,
and maintain the foll ow ng additional schools or departnments for
t he education and recreation of persons residing in said
district, and for the proper operation of its schools, nanely:--
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Trade school s,

Vocati onal school s,

Techni cal school s,

Caf eteri as,

Agri cul tural school s,

Eveni ng school s,

[ Ki ndergartens, ]

Li brari es,

Miseuns,

Readi ng-r oons,

Gymasi unms,

Pl aygr ounds,

School s for physically and nental |y handi capped,

Truant school s,

Parental school s,

School s for adults,

Public | ectures,

Such ot her schools or educational departnments as the
directors, in their wisdom may see proper to establish.

Sai d additional schools or departnments, when established,
shall be an integral part of the public school systemin such
school district and shall be so adm nistered.

No pupil shall be refused adm ssion to the courses in these
addi ti onal schools or departnments, by reason of the fact that
his el enentary or academ c education is being or has been
received in a school other than a public school.

Section 2. Section 503 of the act, anmended Septenber 21,
1959 (P.L.925, No.373) and Cctober 21, 1965 (P.L.601, No.312),
i s amended to read:

Section 503. Kindergartens.--(a) The board of school
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directors in [any] every school district [may] shall establish

and mai ntain kindergartens [for children between the ages of

four and six years. When established, the]. Districts shal

establi sh an age policy, but may not deny enrollnent in

ki ndergarten to any child who is five years of age or ol der on

the first day of the school year. The kindergartens shall be an
integral part of the elementary school system of the district,
and be kept open for not |less than two and one-half hours each
day for the full school termas provided in section 1501.

(b) The nunber of kindergartens in any one district shall be
fi xed by the board of school directors, and shall be open during

t he school year. Kindergartens shall be nade available to al

children in residence within the school district who are of the

age determ ned by the board of school directors pursuant to

subsection (a).

[If the average attendance in any one kindergarten in any
district is ten or less for the school year, the school
directors shall, at the close of the school year, discontinue
t he sane. ]

(c) The board of school directors shall appoint and assign a
sufficient nunber of teachers to such kindergartens, who shal
be certified in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons

prescri bed by the [Council of Basic Education] State Board of

Educati on.

Section 3. Section 1301 of the act, amended June 29, 2002
(P.L.524, No.88), is anended to read:

Section 1301. Age Limts; Tenporary Residence.--Every child,
bei ng a resident of any school district, between the ages of
[six (6)] five (5) and twenty-one (21) years, nmay attend the

public schools in his district, subject to the provisions of
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this act. Notw thstanding any other provision of lawto the
contrary, a child who attains the age of twenty-one (21) years
during the school termand who has not graduated from high
school may continue to attend the public schools in his district
free of charge until the end of the school term The board of
school directors of any school district may admt to the schools
of the district, with or without the paynment of tuition, any
non-resident child tenporarily residing in the district, and may
require the attendance of such non-resident child in the same
manner and on the sane conditions as it requires the attendance
of a resident child.

Section 4. Section 1304 of the act, anended January 14, 1970
(1969, P.L.468, No.192), is anended to read:

Section 1304. Adm ssion of Beginners.--The adm ssion of
begi nners to the public schools shall be confined to the first
two weeks of the annual school termin districts operating on an
annual pronotion basis, and to the first two weeks of either the
first or the second senester of the school termin districts
operating on a sem -annual pronotion basis. Adm ssion shall be
l[imted to beginners who have attained the age [of five years

and seven nonths] as determ ned by the board of school directors

for enroll ment of children in kindergarten as provided in

section 503 before the first day of Septenber if they are to be

admtted in the fall, and to those who have attai ned the age [ of

five years and seven nonths] as determ ned by the board of

school directors for enroll ment of children in ki ndergarten as

provided in section 503 before the first day of February if they

are to be admtted at the beginning of the second senester. The
board of school directors of any school district may admt

begi nners who are | ess than five years [and seven nont hs] of

20060S1197B1709 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

age, in accordance with standards prescribed by the State Board
of Education. The board of school directors may refuse to accept
or retain beginners who have not attained a nental age of [five]
four years, as determ ned by the supervisor of special education
or a properly certificated public school psychologist in
accordance with standards prescribed by the State Board of
Educati on.

The term "beginners,” as used in this section, shall nmean any
child that should enter [the | owest grade of the primary school
or the lowest primary class above] the |evel of kindergarten
[level].
Section 5. Section 1326 of the act is anended to read:
Section 1326. Definitions.--The term "conpul sory school

age," as hereinafter used, shall mean the period of a child's
life fromthe tine the child s parents elect to have the child
enter school, which shall be not later than at the age of [eight
(8)] six (6) years, until the age of seventeen (17) years. The
termshall not include any child who holds a certificate of
graduation froma regularly accredited senior high school.

The term"migratory child," wherever used in this subdivision
of this article, shall include any child domciled tenporarily
in any school district for the purpose of seasonal enploynent,
but not acquiring residence therein, and any child acconpanyi ng
his parent or guardian who is so domcil ed.

Section 6. Section 1504(a) of the act, anmended July 1, 1978
(P.L.575, No.105), is anended to read:

Section 1504. Dates and Tinmes of School Terns and Sessi ons;
Commencenent.--(a) The board of school directors of each schoo

district shall fix the date of the beginning of the school term

Unl ess ot herw se determ ned by the board, the daily session of
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school shall open at nine ante-neridian and cl ose at four post-
neridian, with an interm ssion of one hour at noon, and an
intermssion of fifteen mnutes in the forenoon and in the

af t ernoon. Upon request of a board of school directors for an
exception to the aforesaid daily schedule, the Secretary of
Educati on may, when in his opinion a neritorious educati onal
program warrants, approve a school week containing a m ni mum of
twenty seven and one-half hours of instruction as the equival ent
of five (5) school days, or a school year containing a m ninmm
of nine hundred ninety (990) hours of instruction at the
secondary | evel or nine hundred (900) hours of instruction at

the elenmentary level or four hundred fifty (450) hours of

instruction at the kindergarten |Ievel as the equival ent of one

hundred eighty (180) school days. Professional and tenporary

pr of essi onal enpl oyes shall be allowed a |unch period free of
supervi sory or other duties of at least thirty mnutes. The
provi sions of this subsection shall not be construed to repeal
any rule or regulation of any board of school directors now in
ef fect which provides for a lunch period |onger than the m nimm
prescri bed herein or to repeal any action of any board of school
directors taken in conpliance with section 7 of the act of July
25, 1913 (P.L.1024, No.466), entitled "An act to protect the
public health and wel fare, by regul ating the enpl oynent of
females in certain establishnents, with respect to their hours
of | abor and the conditions of their enploynent; by establishing
certain sanitary regulations in the establishnents in which they
wor k; by requiring certain abstracts and notices to be posted,;
by providing for the enforcenment of this act by the Comm ssioner
of Labor and Industry and others; by prescribing penalties for

vi ol ations thereof; by defining the procedure in prosecutions;
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1 and by repealing all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
2 the provisions thereof,” as anended.

3 * x *

4 Section 7. This act shall apply to the 2006-2007 school

5 year.

6 Section 8. This act shall take effect immediately.
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