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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 976 5

I NTRODUCED BY WAUGH, D. WHI TE, PI PPY, ROBBI NS, WENGER, MADI GAN,
O PAKE, BOSCOLA, PUNT, FERLO, CORMAN, ERI CKSQN, ARMSTRONG,
RAFFERTY, EARLL, LOGAN, WOZN AK, COSTA, GREENLEAF, FONTANA
ORI E, WONDERLI NG MJSTO, KASUNI C, RHOADES AND KI TCHEN
OCTOBER 27, 2005
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AN ACT
Establishing a tuition credit programfor certain nenbers of
vol unteer fire conpanies, volunteer anbul ance services and
vol unt eer rescue squads and their dependent children and
spouses; and providing for the powers and duties of the
Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance Agency.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Vol unteer
Emer gency Service Tuition Credit Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Conmmunity college.” A public college or technical institute

whi ch is established and operated under Article Xl X-A of the act
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of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School
Code of 1949, and all branches or canpuses of a community
col | ege.

"Deceased volunteer." A volunteer who died in the
performance of that volunteer's official duties and who, at the
time of death, was in good standing with the applicable
vol unt eer anbul ance service, volunteer fire conpany or vol unteer
rescue squad.

"Fam |y nmenber." The surviving spouse or dependent child of
a deceased vol unteer and the spouse or dependent child of a
vol unteer permanently disabled in the performance of the
volunteer's official duties.

"Firefighter.” A menber of a volunteer fire conpany.

"Institution of higher education.”™ Any of the follow ng:

(1) A conmunity college operating under Article Xl X-A of
the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the
Publ i c School Code of 1949.

(2) A university conprising the State System of Hi gher
Educati on.

(3) Any of the following State-related institutions:

(i) The Pennsylvania State University.
(i) University of Pittsburgh.

(i1i1) Tenple University.

(iv) Lincoln University.

(4) Any institution which is designated after the
effective date of this section as "State-related” by the
Commonweal t h.

(5) A private college, university, vocational or other
post secondary educational institution authorized under the

laws of this Commobnwealth to grant degrees.
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"State Fire Comm ssioner” or "conm ssioner."” The
Pennsyl vania State Fire Conm ssioner appointed under section 3
of the act of Novenber 13, 1995 (P.L.604, No.61), known as the
State Fire Conm ssioner Act.

"Volunteer.” A firefighter or menber of a vol unteer
anbul ance service or volunteer rescue squad.

"Vol unt eer anbul ance service.”™ A nonprofit chartered
corporation, association or organization located in this
Commonweal th and regularly engaged in the service of providing
energency nedical care and transportation of patients.

"Vol unt eer energency service." A volunteer anbul ance
service, volunteer fire conpany or vol unteer rescue squad.

"Vol unteer fire conpany.” A nonprofit chartered corporation
associ ation or organi zation located in this Commonweal th that
provides fire protection services and may offer other voluntary
energency services within this Commonweal th. Vol untary energency
services may include voluntary anbul ance and voluntary rescue
servi ces.

"Vol unteer rescue squad.” A nonprofit chartered corporation,
associ ation or organi zation located in this Commonweal th which
provi des rescue services in this Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Tuition credits for volunteers and fam |y nenbers.

(a) GCeneral.--A person who is a volunteer in good standing
or a famly nenber shall be eligible to enroll in postsecondary
courses on a tuition-credit basis in an institution of higher
educati on.

(b) Amount.--Any person eligible under subsection (a) may
receive tuition credit in the aggregate anmount of $2,500 per
year, not to exceed an aggregate maxi mum of $10, 000 over a four-

year service period.

20050S0976B1295 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(c) Availability.--The tuition credit may be utilized for a
course offered by any institution of higher education provided
t hat avail abl e cl assroom space pernmits and that tuition-paying
students constitute the m ni mum nunber required for the course.

(d) Fees.--Nothing in this act shall be construed to
prohi bit any institution of higher education fromrequiring
regi stration and | ab fees for individuals attendi ng courses
under this act.

Section 4. Service obligation for volunteers and famly
menbers.

In order to receive tuition credit, the volunteer shall agree
or the surviving spouse or dependent child of a deceased
vol unteer shall agree to serve as a nenber of a vol unteer
energency service for a mninmmof four years and sign an
agreenent with the vol unteer energency service pledging four
years of service in exchange for the tuition credit. Follow ng
each year of active volunteer services, the volunteer energency
service shall provide the agency with a letter verifying that
t he vol unteer, dependent child or surviving spouse of a deceased
vol unt eer has been a nmenber in good standing for the past 12
nont hs and has perfornmed the service required.

Section 5. \Verification of academ c requirenent.

Upon conpl etion of each senester, the volunteer or famly
menber shall submt a transcript to the agency to be naintai ned
in a permanent record. The volunteer or fam |y nenber shal
mai ntain a "C' grade average in order to continue eligibility
for the tuition credit program
Section 6. Agency duties.

The agency, in consultation with the Ofice of the State Fire

Commi ssi oner, shall devel op such procedures and forns as it
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1 deens necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.
2 Section 7. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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