PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 1214 PRINTER S NO. 1897

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 924 5

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, MADI GAN, PUNT, D. VWH TE, TOM.I NSON
STOUT, CORMAN, TARTAGLI ONE, MJSTO, LEMVOND, WONDERLI NG
C. WLLIAMS, STACK, BOSCOLA, EARLL, O PAKE, KITCHEN AND
REGOLA, OCTOBER 13, 2005

SENATOR MADI GAN, TRANSPORTATI ON, AS AMENDED, JUNE 20, 2006
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for definitions; providing for

regul ati on and operation of nei ghborhood el ectric vehicl es;

and further providing for operation of vehicle wthout
official certificate of inspection.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:
§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

* * %

"Nei ghbor hood el ectric vehicle." A four-wheeled electric

vehicl e that has a maxi mum desi gn speed of not |ess than 20
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mles per hour and of not npbre than 25 niles per hour and that

is certified by the manufacturer to conply with the Federal

not or vehicle safety standards established in 49 CFR 571. 500

(relating to standard no. 500; | ow speed vehicl es).

* * %

Section 2. Chapter 35 of Title 75 is anmended by adding a
subchapter to read:
SUBCHAPTER F
OPERATI ON OF NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLES
Sec.
3591. Scope of subchapter.
3592. Required equi pnent.

3593. (Qperation on certain highways or roadways.

3504 ¢ L . hicles. -
3594. LI CENSI NG FI NANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY, TI TLI NG AND <—
REG STRATI ON.

3595. Seating limtation.
3596. WAIVER OF LI ABILITY. <—
§ 3591. Scope of subchapter
Thi s subchapter applies to the operation of nei ghborhood
el ectric vehicles on certain highways or roadways in this

Commpnweal t h.

§ 3592. Required equipnent.
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(A) CENERAL RULE. --A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE OPERATED

N
~

UPON ANY HI GHWAY OR ROADWAY I N TH S COVMONWEALTH SHALL BE

N
oo

MAI NTAI NED | N PROPER CONDI TI ON AND COVPLY W TH THE EQUI PMENT

N
(o]

REQUI REMENTS AND STANDARDS AS SET FORTH IN 49 CFR § 571. 500
30 (RELATING TO STANDARD NO. 500; LOW SPEED VEHI CLES). A
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NEI GHBORHOCOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE OPERATED UPON ANY H GHWAY OR
ROADVWAY | N TH S COVWONWEALTH SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH THE
FOLLOW NG ADDI TI ONAL EQUI PMENT:

(1) BRAKES ADEQUATE TO CONTROL THE MOVEMENT OF AND TO

1
2

3

4

5 STOP SUCH VEHI CLE.
6 (2) AN ODOMETER

7 (3) A SPEEDOVETER.

8 (4) THE ORI G NAL MANUFACTURER S VEHI CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON

9 NUMBER DI E STAMPED UPON THE BODY OR FRAME, OR BOTH, OF THE

10 VEHI CLE OR THE ORI Gl NAL MANUFACTURER S VEHI CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON
11 NUMBER DI E STAMPED UPON THE ENGI NE OR MOTOR OF THE VEHI CLE.

12 (B) EXEMPTI ON. - - A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE SHALL BE

13 EXEMPT FROM EQUI PMENT REQUI REMENTS NOT ENUVERATED I N THI S

14 SUBCHAPTER

15 (C) SLOW MOVI NG VEH CLE EMBLEM - - A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C

16 VEH CLE SHALL HAVE A SLOW MOVI NG VEHI CLE EMBLEM AFFI XED I N A

17 CONSPI CUOUS PLACE ON THE REAR OF THE VEH CLE CONSI STENT W TH THE
18 PROVI SIONS OF SECTI ON 4529 (RELATI NG TO SLOW MOVI NG VEHI CLE

19 EMBLEM).

20 (D) PENALTIES. - - ANY PERSON WHO OPERATES A NEI GHBORHOOD

21 ELECTRI C VEHI CLE W THOUT THE EQUI PVENT PRESCRIBED IN THI S

22 SECTION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE PENALTI ES UNDER SECTI ON 6502

23 (RELATI NG TO SUMMARY OFFENSES).

24 § 3593. OPERATI ON ON CERTAI N H GHWAYS OR ROADWAYS.

25 (A) OPERATI ON ON STATE HI GHWAYS. - -

26 (1) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED UNDER PARAGRAPHS ( 2)
27 AND (3), A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE MAY NOT BE OPERATED
28 UPON ANY HI GHWAY OR ROADWAY UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE

29 DEPARTMENT W TH A POSTED SPEED | N EXCESS OF 25 M LES PER

30 HOUR.
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(2) THE SECRETARY MAY, BY ORDER, PERM T THE USE OF A
NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE UPON ANY H GHVWAY OR ROADVWAY
UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT VWHERE THE POSTED
SPEED LIMT IS GREATER THAN 25 M LES PER HOUR BUT NOT GREATER
THAN 35 M LES PER HOUR

(3) THE SECRETARY MAY, BY ORDER, PROHI BI T THE USE OF
LOW SPEED VEH CLES ON ANY STREET UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF
THE DEPARTMENT WHERE THE SECRETARY DETERM NES THAT THE
OPERATI ON OF A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE WOULD CONSTI TUTE
A HAZARD.

(4) ANY ORDER | SSUED BY THE SECRETARY UNDER PARACRAPH
(2) OR (3) SHALL BE PUBLI SHED I N THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N.
(B) OPERATI ON ON LOCAL ROADWAYS. - -

(1) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2) OR
(3), A NEI GIBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE MAY NOT BE OPERATED UPCON
ANY H GHWAY OR ROADWAY UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF A LOCAL
AUTHORI TY WTH A POSTED SPEED LIMT I N EXCESS OF 25 M LES PER
HOUR.

(2) LOCAL AUTHORI TI ES MAY, BY ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON,
AS APPROPRI ATE, I N THE CASE OF ANY ROADWAY UNDER THEI R
JURI SDI CTION, PERM T THE USE OF A NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C
VEH CLE WHERE THE POSTED SPEED LIMT IS GREATER THAN 25 M LES
PER HOUR BUT NOT' GREATER THAN 35 M LES PER HOUR

(3) A LOCAL AUTHORI TY MAY, BY ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON,
AS APPROPRI ATE, PRCHI BIT THE USE OF A NElI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C
VEHI CLE ON ANY ROADWAY VWHERE THE LOCAL AUTHORI TY DETERM NES
THAT THE OPERATI ON OF A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE WOULD
CONSTI TUTE A HAZARD.

(© | NTERSECTI ON W TH STATE H GHWAYS. - -
(1) A NEI GIBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE MAY ENTER AN
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| NTERSECTI ON AND CRGSS ANY H GHWAY OR ROADWAY UNDER THE
JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT VWHERE THE PCSTED SPEED LIM T
IS 35 M LES PER HOUR OR LESS, PROVI DED THAT | F THE H GHWAY OR
ROADWAY | S MORE THAN TWO LANES OR | S DI VI DED, SUCH CROSSI NG
SHALL ONLY OCCUR AT A SI GNALI ZED | NTERSECTI ON OR AT A
NONSI GNALI ZED | NTERSECTI ON AS THE SECRETARY DETERM NES | S
APPROPRI ATE FOR SUCH CRCOSSI NGS ElI THER ON THE SECRETARY' S OWN
MOTI ON OR AT THE REQUEST OF A LOCAL AUTHORI TY.

(2) A NEI GIBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE MAY ENTER AN
| NTERSECTI ON AND CRGSS ANY H GHWAY OR ROADWAY UNDER THE
JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT VWHERE THE PCSTED SPEED LIM T
IS IN EXCESS OF 35 M LES PER HOUR ONLY AT A Sl GNALI ZED
| NTERSECTI ON OR AT SUCH NONSI GNALI ZED | NTERSECTI ON AS THE
SECRETARY DETERM NES | S APPROPRI ATE FOR SUCH CROSSI NG El THER
UPON THE SECRETARY'S OMN MOTI ON OR AT THE REQUEST OF A LOCAL
AUTHORI TY.
(D) | NTERSECTI ON W TH LOCAL ROADWAYS. - -

(1) A NEI GIBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE MAY ENTER AN
| NTERSECTI ON AND CRGSS ANY H GHWAY OR ROADWAY UNDER THE
JURI SDI CTI ON OF A LOCAL AUTHORI TY WHERE THE POSTED SPEED
LIMT IS 35 MLES PER HOUR OR LESS, PROVI DED THAT | F THE
H GAWAY OR ROADWAY | S MORE THAN TWO LANES OR | S DI VI DED, SUCH
CRCSSI NG SHALL ONLY OCCUR AT Sl GNALI ZED | NTERSECTI ONS OR AT
SUCH NONSI GNALI ZED | NTERSECTI ONS AS THE LOCAL AUTHORI TY BY
ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON, AS APPROPRI ATE, DETERM NES ARE
APPROPRI ATE FOR SUCH CROSSI NG

(2) A NEI GIBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE MAY ENTER AN
| NTERSECTI ON AND CRGSS ANY HI GHWAY OR ROADWAY UNDER THE
JURI SDI CT1 ON OF A LOCAL AUTHORI TY WHERE THE POSTED SPEED
LIMT IS 35 MLES PER HOUR ONLY AT A Sl GNALI ZED | NTERSECTI ON
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OR AT SUCH NONSI GNALI ZED | NTERSECTI ON AS THE LOCAL AUTHORI TY

BY ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON, AS APPROPRI ATE, DETERM NES TO BE

APPROPRI ATE FOR SUCH CROSSI NG

(E) VI OLATI ON. - - ANY PERSON OPERATI NG A NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C
VEH CLE UPON A H GAVWAY OR ROADVWAY OR CROSSI NG A H GWVWAY OR
ROADWAY | N VI OLATION OF TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE
PENALTI ES UNDER SECTI ON 6502 ( RELATI NG TO SUMVARY COFFENSES) .

§ 3594. LICENSING FINANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY, TITLI NG AND
REG STRATI ON.

(A) CENERAL RULE. --A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE SHALL BE
CONSI DERED A PASSENGER CAR FOR THE PURPOSES OF PART |1 ( RELATI NG
TO TI TLE, REG STRATI ON AND LI CENSI NG AND SECTI ON 4581 ( RELATI NG
TO RESTRAI NT SYSTEMS) .

(B) LICENSE AND FI NANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY. - - AN OPERATOR CF A
NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE MUST HAVE A VALI D DRI VER S LI CENSE
AND MAI NTAI'N FI NANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY AS REQUI RED BY CHS. 15
( RELATI NG TO LI CENSI NG OF DRI VERS) AND 17 (RELATI NG TO FI NANCI AL
RESPONSI Bl LI TY) .

(© CERTIFI CATE OF TI TLE AND REG STRATI ON. - - A NEI GHBORHOOD
ELECTRI C VEH CLE SHALL BE PROPERLY Tl TLED AND REG STERED W TH
THE DEPARTMENT AS REQUI RED BY CHS. 11 ( RELATI NG CERTI FI CATE OF
TI TLE AND SECURI TY | NTERESTS) AND 13 ( RELATI NG TO REGQ STRATI ON
OF VEHI CLES) .

(D) POSSESSI ON OF | NFORVATI ON. -- THE DRI VER S LI CENSE, THE
REG STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE AND AN | NSURANCE
| DENTI FI CATI ON CARD SHALL BE I N THE POSSESSI ON OF THE DRI VER OR
OPERATOR AT ALL TI MES VHEN THE DRI VER OR OPERATOR | S | N CHARGE
OF A NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE ON THE H GHVWAYS OR ROADWAYS
OF TH S COVMONWEALTH.

§ 3595. SEATI NG LI M TATI ON.
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A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE MAY NOT BE OPERATED AT A TI ME
IN WH CH THE NUMBER OF PASSENGERS EXCEEDS THE NUMBER OF
AVAI LABLE SAFETY BELTS I N THE VEH CLE.

§ 3596. WAIVER OF LIABILITY.

(A) GENERAL RULE. --A PURCHASER OF A NEW NEI GHBORHOOD
ELECTRI C VEH CLE IN TH S COWONVWEALTH SHALL EXECUTE A WAI VER AND
CERTI FY THAT THE NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C VEH CLE WAS PURCHASED
W TH FULL KNOALEDGE OF THE POTENTI ALLY HAZARDOUS CHARACTERI STI CS
OF SUCH VEHI CLES AS DETAI LED BY THE MANUFACTURER OR THE
MANUFACTURER S AGENT OR DEALER.

(B) MANUFACTURER RESPONSI BI LI TY. -- THE WAl VER SHALL BE
PREPARED BY THE MANUFACTURER AND KEPT I N THE POSSESSI ON OF THE
MANUFACTURER AND THE MANUFACTURER S AGENT OR DEALER OF
NElI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLES. AN EXECUTED COPY SHALL BE
PROVI DED TO THE PURCHASER.

(© SIGNING BY PURCHASER. - - THE SI GNI NG OF THE WAI VER BY THE
PURCHASER SHALL SERVE TO ELI M NATE ANY LI ABILITY OF THE
MANUFACTURER AND THE MANUFACTURER S AGENT OR DEALER OF
NElI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLES.

Section 3. Section 4703(b) of Title 75 is amended by addi ng
a paragraph to read:

8§ 4703. Operation of vehicle without official certificate of
i nspecti on.

* * %

(b) Exceptions.--Subsection (a) does not apply to:

* * %

(14) A nei ghborhood el ectric vehicl e.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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