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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 630 %%

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, MJSTO, LAVALLE, HUGHES, GREENLEAF
GORDNER, TARTAGLI ONE, BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, KASUNI C AND LEMVOND,
MAY 10, 2005

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MAY 10, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," establishing a special designation
for highly qualified teachers.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI1-B

H GiLY QUALI FI ED TEACHERS

Section 1201-B. Scope.

This article provides for the establi shnent of a speci al

desi gnation for certain highly qualified teachers.

Secti on 1202- B. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Core content subject." The termshall have the sane neani ng

given to it under the No Child Left Behi nd Act of 2001.

"H ghly qualified." The termshall have the same neani ng

given to it under the No Child Left Behi nd Act of 2001.

"Public school entity." A school district, joint school

district, internediate unit, public charter school or an area

vocati onal -t echni cal school

"Teacher." The term shall have the sane neani ng given to it

under section 1141 (relating to definitions).

Secti on 1203- B. Conpli ance with Federal | aw.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as set forth in subsection (b), a

t eacher who is enpl oyed by a public school entity and holds a

State certificate shall be deenmed highly qualified under the No

Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

(b)Y Exception.--A teacher who i s enpl oyed by a public school

entity and holds a State certificate shall not be deened highly

qualifi ed where the teacher:

(1) holds a State certificate to teach in grades

ki ndergarten through six and is assigned as the primary

instructor providing direct instruction in one or nore core

content subjects in grades seven or eight:

(2) holds a State certificate in special education and

who is assigned as the prinmary instructor providing direct

instruction in one or nore core content subjects; or

(3) holds a State certificate and is assi gned as the

primary instructor providing direct instruction in one or

nore core content subjects in an alternative educati on cl ass

or in an English as a second | anguage cl ass.

Section 1204-B. Attai nnent of highly qualified designati on for
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1 certain teachers.

2 (a) Requirenents. --

3 (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2), a

4 teacher, to whom section 1203-B(b) (relating to conpliance

5 with Federal law) applies may attain the designation of

6 highly qualified status by conpleting the requirenents as set
7 forth in this section and followi ng the procedures as set

8 forth in section 1205-B(b) or (c) (relating to notification
9 to chief school adm nistrator).

10 (2) A teacher who submits notice to the chief schoo

11 adnmi ni strator _under section 1205-B(a) shall be deened to be
12 highly qualified for no nore than 36 nonths after the date on
13 which the notice is submitted. During this 36-nonth period,
14 the teacher shall conplete the requirenents as set forth in
15 this section. Upon conpletion of such requirenents, the

16 t eacher shall receive a permanent highly qualified

17 desi gnati on.

18 (b) Requirenents.--A teacher to whom section 1203- B(b)

19 applies shall be deened highly qualified if the teacher
20 conpletes any of the follow ng requirenents:
21 (1) Achieves a passing score on the PRAXI S exani nation
22 in each core content subject to which the teacher is
23 assi gned.
24 (2) Successfully conpletes an acadenmic mnor or its
25 equi valent in each core content subject to which the teacher
26 is assigned. For the purposes of this paragraph the
27 conpletion of 12 or nore credits in a core content area at a
28 t wo-year or four-year accredited post-secondary institution
29 shal |l constitute an acadenmic mnor or its equival ent.
30 (3) Accunulates 100 or nore total points, as certified
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1 by the chief school adm nistrator of the public school entity
2 to which the teacher is assigned, fromany conbination of at
3 | east two of the follow ng areas:

4 (i) Fifty points for a year in which the teacher

5 delivered instruction in a core content subject for which
6 highly qualified designation is sought and for which the
7 t eacher received a satisfactory evaluation on the State-
8 approved evaluation instrunent. A teacher nmay accunul ate
9 poi nts under this subparagraph for only one year.

10 (ii) Five points for each year, other than the year
11 referenced in subparagraph (i), in which the teacher

12 delivered instruction in the core content subject for

13 which highly qualified designation is sought.

14 (iii) Three points for each year, other than the

15 year referenced in subparagraphs (i) and (ii), in which
16 the teacher delivered instruction in the classroom

17 (iv) Thirty points for each credit hour of

18 coll egiate studies or credit hour of professional

19 education course and one point for each hour of prograns,
20 activities or learning experiences that lead to the
21 successful conpletion of continuing professional
22 education under section 1205.2 (relating to program of
23 conti nui ng professional education).
24 (v) Thirty points for any course in a core content
25 subj ect taken at an accredited two-year or four-year
26 post - secondary institution for which the teacher received
27 a grade of C or higher.
28 (vi) Five points for each year during which the
29 teacher was a head of a departnent.

30 Section 1205-B. Noti fication to chief school adm nistrator.
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(a) Duty of teacher.--A teacher seeking highly qualified

desi gnati on under section 1204-B (relating to attai nnent of

hi ghly qualified designation for certain teachers) shall notify

the chi ef school adm nistrator or designee on a form provi ded by

t he Departnment of Educati on.

(b) Tine period for notice.--

(1) A teacher assigned to a core content subject as of

the effective date of this section shall notify the chief

school adm ni strator or designee of the teacher's intent to

seek highly qualified status under section 1204-B no | ater

than 90 days after the effective date of this section. The

t eacher nmust conplete the requirenents of section 1204-B no

|l ater than 36 nonths after the effective date of this

secti on.

(2) A teacher who is assigned to a core content subject

at any tine after the effective date of this secti on shal

notify the chief school adninistrator or desi gnee of the

teacher's intent to seek highly qualified status under

section 1204-B no |l ater than 60 days after the date on which

the teacher receives official notice of assignnent. The

t eacher nmust conplete the requirenents of section 1204-B

within 36 nonths of the date on which the teacher receives

official notice of assignnent.

Secti on 1206- B. Reporti ng.

Upon i ssuance of a highly qualified designation to a teacher,

the chi ef school adm nistrator or designee shall send a record

of issuance to the Departnent of Educati on. The Departnent of

Educati on shall send an acknow edgnent to the chief school

adm ni strator confirnmng recei pt and shall retain records of

i ssuance of the designation in a central repository for a tine
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peri od determ ned by the Departnent of Educati on.

Secti on 1207- B. Pr ohi bi ti on agai nst adverse enpl oynent acti on.

It shall be unlawful for a public school entity, a State

agency or an agent thereof to take any adverse enpl oynent action

agai nst a teacher due to the teacher's failure to obtain a

hi ghly qualified designati on. Such entity or agent shall be

permitted to provide notice regarding the qualificati ons of

teachers as required under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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