HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 546, 1676, 1718 PRINTER S NO. 2124

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. D14 =3

| NTRODUCED BY GORDNER, THOWPSON, RAFFERTY, D. WHI TE, WONDERLI NG
WOZNI AK AND FERLO, MARCH 29, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 3, 2006

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571, No.254), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act relating to assessnent for taxation in

3 counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and ei ghth

4 cl asses; designating the subjects, property and persons

5 subject to and exenpt fromtaxation for county, borough,

6 town, township, school, except in cities and county

7 institution district purposes; and providing for and

8 regul ati ng the assessnment and val uation thereof for such

9 pur poses; creating in each such county a board for the

10 assessnment and revision of taxes; defining the powers and

11 duties of such boards; providing for the acceptance of this
12 act by cities; regulating the office of ward, borough, town
13 and townshi p assessors; abolishing the office of assistant

14 triennial assessor in townships of the first class; providing
15 for the appointnent of a chief assessor, assistant assessors
16 and ot her enpl oyes; providing for their conpensation payabl e
17 by such counties; prescribing certain duties of and certain
18 fees to be collected by the recorder of deeds and nuni ci pal
19 of ficers who issue building permts; inposing duties on
20 t axabl es maki ng i nprovenents on | and and grantees of |and;
21 prescri bing penalties; and elimnating the triennial
22 assessnent, " provi-dingfor—the—elmnatien—of EXPANDI NG THE <—
23 SCOPE OF THE ACT; FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR THE SHORT Tl TLE, FOR
24 DEFI NI TI ONS, FOR APPLI CABI LI TY AND FOR SUBJECTS OF TAXATI ON
25 ELI M NATING the office of elected assessor in townships of
26 t he second cl ass; PROVI DI NG FOR VALUATI ON OF REAL PROPERTY <—
27 USED FOR W ND ENERGY GENERATI ON; and naking a rel ated repeal
28 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

29 hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. THE TITLE OF THE ACT OF MAY 21, 1943 (P.L.571, <—
NO 254), KNOWN AS THE FOURTH TO EI GHTH CLASS COUNTY ASSESSMENT
LAW AMENDED JANUARY 18, 1952 (1951 P.L.2138, NO 606), IS
AMENDED TO READ:

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO ASSESSMENT FOR TAXATI ON I N COUNTI ES OF THE FOURTH,

FI FTH, SI XTH, SEVENTH AND ElI GHTH CLASSES; DESI GNATI NG THE

SUBJECTS, PROPERTY AND PERSONS SUBJECT TO AND EXEMPT FROM

TAXATI ON FOR COUNTY, BOROUGH, TOAN, TOMSH P, SCHOOL, EXCEPT

IN C TIES AND COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT PURPOSES; AND

PROVI DI NG FOR AND REGULATI NG THE ASSESSMENT AND VALUATI ON

THEREOF FOR SUCH PURPOSES; CREATI NG | N EACH SUCH COUNTY A

BOARD FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND REVI SI ON OF TAXES; DEFI NI NG THE

PONERS AND DUTI ES OF SUCH BOARDS; PROVI DI NG FOR THE

ACCEPTANCE OF THI'S ACT BY CI TIES; REGULATI NG THE OFFI CE OF

WARD, BOROUGH, TOMN AND TOMSHI P ASSESSORS; ABCLI SHI NG THE

OFFI CE OF ASSI STANT TRI ENNI AL ASSESSOR | N TOMNSHI PS OF THE

FI RST CLASS; PROVI DI NG FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF A CHI EF

ASSESSOR, ASSI STANT ASSESSORS AND OTHER EMPLOYES; PROVI DI NG

FOR THEI R COVPENSATI ON PAYABLE BY SUCH COUNTI ES; PRESCRI Bl NG

CERTAI'N DUTI ES OF AND CERTAIN FEES TO BE COLLECTED BY THE

RECORDER OF DEEDS AND MUNI CI PAL OFFI CERS WHO | SSUE BUI LDI NG

PERM TS; | MPOSI NG DUTI ES ON TAXABLES MAKI NG | MPROVEMENTS ON

LAND AND GRANTEES OF LAND;, PRESCRI BI NG PENALTI ES; [ ANDJ

ELI M NATI NG THE TRI ENNI AL ASSESSMENT; AND REGULATI NG CERTAI N

ASSESSMVENTS | N ALL COUNTI ES.

SECTION 2. SECTION 101 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:
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SECTI ON 101. SHORT TITLE.--TH S ACT SHALL BE KNOMN AND NAY
BE CI TED AS "THE FOURTH TO EI GHTH CLASS AND SELECTI VE COUNTY

ASSESSMVENT LAW "

SECTION 3. THE DEFI NI TION OF "ASSESSOR" | N SECTI ON 102 OF
THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:

Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases
shall for the purpose of this act have the neanings respectively
ascribed to themin this section, except where the context
clearly indicates a different neaning:

* x *

"Assessor" shall nmean the assessor elected in each borough,

town and township[, and] of the first class and elected in each

ward of each city, borough or town, including the assistant
assessor, if any, in first class townships.

* * %

SECTI ON 4. SECTION 103 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 103. APPLI CATION OF ACT.--[THI'S] (A) EXCEPT_AS SET
FORTH I N SUBSECTION (B), THIS ACT SHALL APPLY I N ALL COUNTI ES OF

THE FOURTH, FI FTH, SI XTH, SEVENTH AND ElI GHTH CLASSES OF THE
COMVONVEAL TH.
(B) SECTIONS 201(A.1) AND 602.4 SHALL APPLY TO COUNTIES OF

ALL CLASSES OF THE COMVONVEALTH.

(€ WVHEN THE VALUATI ONS AND ASSESSMENTS AS PROVI DED BY THI S
ACT HAVE BEEN MADE, ALL TAXATI ON FOR COUNTY, BOROUGH, TOW,
TOMWNSHI P, SCHOOL PURPGCSES, (EXCEPT IN CITIES), COUNTY
I NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT AND POOR PURPCSES, WTHI N THE LIM TS OF
SUCH COUNTI ES AFFECTED BY THI S ACT SHALL BE BASED UPON SUCH
VALUATI ONS.

SECTION 5. SECTION 201 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JULY 28, 1953
(P.L.703, NO 227), JUNE 16, 1972 (P.L.447, NO 137) AND OCTOBER
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4, 2002 (P.L.876, NO 125), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 201. SUBJECTS OF TAXATI ON ENUMERATED. - - THE FOLLOW NG
SUBJECTS AND PROPERTY SHALL AS HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED BE VALUED
AND ASSESSED AND SUBJECT TO TAXATI ON FOR ALL COUNTY, BOROUGH,
TOW, TOANSHI P, SCHOOL, (EXCEPT IN CITIES), POOR AND COUNTY
I NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT PURPOSES, AT THE ANNUAL RATE,

(A) ALL REAL ESTATE, TO WT: HOUSES, HOUSE TRAI LERS AND
MOBI LEHOVES PERMANENTLY ATTACHED TO LAND OR CONNECTED W TH
WATER, GAS, ELECTRI C OR SEWAGE FACI LI TI ES, BU LDI NGS, LANDS,
LOTS OF GROUND AND GROUND RENTS, TRAI LER PARKS AND PARKI NG LOTS,
M LLS AND MANUFACTORI ES OF ALL KINDS, ALL OFFI CE TYPE
CONSTRUCTI ON OF WHATEVER KI ND, THAT PORTI ON OF A STEEL, LEAD,
ALUM NUM OR LI KE MELTI NG AND CONTI NUQUS CASTI NG STRUCTURES VWH CH
ENCLOSE, PROVI DE SHELTER OR PROTECTI ON FROM THE ELEMENTS FOR THE
VARI QUS MACHI NERY, TOOLS, APPLI ANCES, EQUI PMENT, MATERI ALS OR
PRODUCTS | NVOLVED IN THE M LL, M NE, MANUFACTORY OR | NDUSTRI AL
PROCESS, AND ALL OTHER REAL ESTATE NOT EXEMPT BY LAW FROM
TAXATI ON. MACHI NERY, TOOLS, APPLI ANCES AND OTHER EQUI PMENT
CONTAI NED IN ANY M LL, M NE, MANUFACTORY OR | NDUSTRI AL
ESTABLI SHVENT SHALL NOT BE CONSI DERED OR | NCLUDED AS A PART OF
THE REAL ESTATE | N DETERM NI NG THE VALUE OF SUCH M LL, M NE,
MANUFACTORY OR | NDUSTRI AL ESTABLI SHVENT. NO FREE- STANDI NG
DETACHABLE GRAIN BIN OR CORN CRI B USED EXCLUSI VELY FOR
PROCESSI NG OR STORAGE OF ANI MAL FEED | NCI DENTAL TO THE OPERATI ON
OF THE FARM ON VHICH I T | S LOCATED, AND NO I N- GROUND AND ABOVE-
GROUND STRUCTURES AND CONTAI NMVENTS USED PREDOM NANTLY FOR
PROCESSI NG AND STORAGE OF ANI MAL WASTE AND COWPOSTI NG FACI LI TI ES
I NCl DENTAL TO OPERATI ON OF THE FARM ON WHI CH THE STRUCTURES AND
CONTAI NMENTS ARE LOCATED, SHALL BE | NCLUDED | N DETERM NI NG THE
VALUE OF REAL ESTATE USED PREDOM NANTLY AS A FARM NO OFFI CE
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TYPE CONSTRUCTI ON OF WHATEVER KI ND SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM
TAXATI ON BUT SHALL BE CONSI DERED A PART OF REAL PROPERTY SUBJECT
TO TAXATI ON.  THAT PORTI ON OF A STEEL, LEAD, ALUM NUM OR LI KE
MELTI NG AND CONTI NUOUS CASTI NG STRUCTURE VWH CH ENCLGOSES,
PROVI DES SHELTER OR PROTECTI ON FROM THE ELEMENTS FOR THE VARI OQUS
MACHI NERY, TOOLS, APPLI ANCES, EQUI PMENT, MATERI ALS OR PRODUCTS
I NVOLVED IN THE M LL, M NE, MANUFACTORY OR | NDUSTRI AL PROCESS
SHALL BE CONSI DERED AS PART OF REAL PROPERTY SUBJECT TO
TAXATI ON.  NO AMUSEMENT PARK RI DES SHALL BE ASSESSED OR TAXED AS
REAL ESTATE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY HAVE BECOVE AFFI XED TO
THE REAL ESTATE.

(A1) TH' S SECTION IS SUBJECT TO SECTION 103(B). NO W ND

TURBI NE. GENERATED GENERATORS OR RELATED W ND ENERGY APPLI ANCES

AND EQUI PMVENT, | NCLUDI NG TONERS AND TOWER FOUNDATI ONS, SHALL BE

CONSI DERED OR I NCLUDED AS PART OF THE REAL PROPERTY [N

DETERM NI NG THE FAI R MARKET VALUE AND ASSESSMVENT OF REAL

PROPERTY USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF W ND ENERGY CGENERATI ON. REAL

PROPERTY USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF W ND ENERGY GENERATI ON SHALL BE

VALUED UNDER SECTI ON 602. 4.

(B) ALL SALARI ES AND EMOLUMENTS OF OFFI CE, ALL OFFI CES AND
POSTS OF PROFI T, PROFESSI ONS, TRADES AND OCCUPATI ONS, AND ALL
PERSONS OVER THE AGE OF ElI GHTEEN YEARS WHO DO NOT FOLLOW ANY
OCCUPATI ON OR CALLI NG AS WELL AS UNNATURALI ZED FORElI GN- BORN
PERSONS WHO SHALL HAVE RESIDED WTHI N THI S COWONVEALTH FOR ONE
VWHOLE YEAR AS CI TI ZENS OF THI S COVMONVEALTH.

(C) ALL OTHER THI NGS AND PERSONS NOW TAXABLE BY THE LAWS OF
TH S COMVONWEALTH FOR COUNTY, CITY AND SCHOCL PURPGCSES.

Section 2 6. Section 501 of the act is amended to read:

Section 501. Election; Termof Ofice.--(a) At the

muni ci pal el ection preceding the expiration of the termof any
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assessor now in office, and every fourth year thereafter, the
qual i fied voters resident therein shall elect:

(1) In each ward in each city, an assessor;

(2) In each ward of each borough divided into wards, an
assessor;

(3) In each borough not divided into wards, an assessor;

(4) In each ward in each town, an assessor;

(5) In each township of the first class, an assessor and an
assi stant assessor;

[(6) 1In each township of the second class, an assessor. ]

Each assessor shall serve fromthe first Monday of January
next succeeding his election, and for a period of four years
t hereafter.

(b) The offices of assistant triennial assessor in townships
of the first class is hereby abolished.

SECTION 7. THE ACT | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:

SECTI ON 602.4. VALUATI ON OF REAL PROPERTY USED FOR THE

PURPOSE OF W ND ENERGY GENERATION.--TH' S SECTION | S SUBJECT TO

SECTI ONS 103(B) AND 201(A.1). THE VALUATI ON OF REAL PROPERTY

USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF W ND ENERGY GENERATI ON FOR ASSESSMENT

PURPOSES SHALL BE DEVELOPED BY THE COUNTY ASSESSOR UTI LI ZI NG THE

| NCOVE _CAPI TALI ZATI ON APPROACH TO VALUE. THE VALUATI ON SHALL BE

DETERM NED BY THE CAPI TALI ZED VALUE OF THE LAND LEASE

AGREEMENTS, SUPPLEMENTED BY THE SALES COVPARI SON DATA APPROACH

AS DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE COUNTY ASSESSOR.  THE LESSEE, OR

LESSOR ON BEHALF OF THE LESSEE, SHALL PROVI DE THE NONPROPRI ETARY

LEASE AND LEASE | NCOVE | NFORVATI ON REASONABLY NEEDED BY THE

COUNTY ASSESSCOR TO DETERM NE VALUE BY SEPTEMBER 1.

SECTI ON 8. ANY ASSESSOR I N OFFI CE ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
TH'S SECTI ON SHALL REMAIN I N OFFI CE UNTIL THE END OF THE TERM
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FOR WHI CH THE ASSESSOR WAS ELECTED;, AND, I N ANY TOMSH P I N

VWH CH AN ASSESSOR CONTI NUES I N OFFI CE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S
SECTI ON, THE REPEAL OF PROVI SIONS OF THE SECOND CLASS TOMSHI P
CODE I'N SECTION 9 SHALL NOT APPLY UNTIL THE END OF THE TERM FOR
VWH CH THE ASSESSCR WAS ELECTED.

Section 3 9. Repeals are as foll ows: <—

(1) The General Assenbly declares that the repeal under

par agraph (2) is necessary to effectuate the provisions of

this act.

(2) (i) Sections 405 and 1002 of the act of May 1, 1933
(P.L.103, No.69), known as The Second C ass Township
Code, are repeal ed.

(ii) Sections 205, 401, 402, 407, 1301, 1401, 1902
and 3210 of The Second C ass Townshi p Code are repeal ed

to the extent that they are inconsistent with this act.

SECTI ON 10. THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS SHALL NOT AFFECT ANY <—
AGREEMENT OR AGREED- TO ASSESSMENT PRACTI CE ACTI VELY I N PLACE I N
A COUNTY ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON:

(1) THE ADDI TI ON OF SECTI ON 103(B) OF THE ACT.
(2) THE ADDI TI ON OF SECTI ON 201(A. 1) OF THE ACT.
(3) THE ADDI TI ON OF SECTI ON 602. 4 OF THE ACT.

Section 4 11. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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