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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 342 5

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, LEMMOND, O PAKE, RAFFERTY AND
C. WLLIAMS, MARCH 3, 2005

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 3, 2005
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, prohibiting the sinmulation of |egal
process and related acts and the use of unofficial |icense
pl ates; and inposing penalties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

8 4916. Sinul ated | egal process; inpersonating public official

or legal tribunal; hindering public official.

(a) Sinulated | egal process.--A person who sinul ates | egal

process, including, but not limted to, actions affecting title

to real or personal property, indictnents, subpoenas, warrants,

i nfjunctions, liens, orders, judgnents or any | egal docunents or

pr oceedi ngs, knowi ng or having reason to know that the contents

of the docunents or proceedings or basis for the action to be

fraudul ent conmmits a m sdenmeanor of the second deqgree.

(b)Y Inpersonating public official or legal tribunal.--A
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person who deli berately i npersonates or falsely acts as a public

official or legal tribunal, including, but not limted to, a

judge, prosecutor, sheriff, deputy, constable or other court

personnel or | aw enforcenent authority in connection with or

relating to any | egal process affecti ng any person or property

or otherw se takes any action under col or of | aw agai nst any

person or property, commts a ni sdenmeanor of the second degree.

(c) Hindering public official.--A person who fal sely under

color of law attenpts to influence, intimdate or hinder a

public official or | aw enforcenent officer in the di scharge of

his official duties by threat of or actual physical viol ence,

har assnent, through sinul ated | egal process or by other unl awf ul

act, commts a m sdeneanor of the second degree.

(d) Exceptions. --

(1) Nothing in this section shall make unl awful an act

of a |l aw enforcenent officer, public official or |egal

tri bunal which is perforned under | awful authority.

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit persons from

assenbling freely to express opi ni ons or designate group

affiliation or associ ati on.

(3) Nothing in this section shall prohibit or in any way

limt a person's lawful and leqgiti mate access to the courts

or prevent a person frominstituting or responding to

legitimate and | awful | eqgal process.

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Leqgal process." A docunent or order issued by a court or

other legal tribunal filed or recorded for the purpose of

exercising jurisdiction or presenting a claimagai nst a person
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1 or property for the purpose of directing a person to appear

2 before a court or other legal tribunal or for the purpose of

3 directing a person to performor refrain fromperformng a

4 specified act. The termincludes, but is not linmted to, a

5 summons, lien, conplaint, warrant, injunction, wit, notice,

6 pleading, subpoena or order.

7 "Legal tribunal."” A court, magisterial district judge or

8 other judicial officer vested with the power to enter an order

9 in a matter. The termincludes a governnent unit when performn ng
10 quasi-judicial functions.
11 8 4917. Unofficial license plates.
12 A person who operates a vehicle with an unofficial license
13 plate, not authorized under 75 Pa.C. S. (relating to vehicles) or
14 the law of another jurisdiction, commts a m sdeneanor of the
15 third degree.
16 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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