PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 388 PRI NTER S NO. 805

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 332 %%

| NTRODUCED BY VANCE, GREENLEAF, EARLL, COSTA, BGSCOLA, Kl TCHEN
O PAKE, RAFFERTY, ROBBINS, STOUT, WAUGH, VENGER, M WH TE,
WONDERL| NG AND PI PPY, MARCH 14, 2005

SENATOR GREENLEAF, JUDI Cl ARY, AS AVENDED, MAY 10, 2005
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for foreign decree

of adopti on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2908 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

§ 2908. Foreign decree of adoption.

[When a decree of adoption of a minor is made or entered in
conformty with the aws of another state or a foreign country
whereby a child is adopted by a resident of this Comonwealth,
copy of the final decree, properly authenticated, may be fil ed
with the clerk in the county of residence of the adopting
parents. The decree and such other docunents as may be fil ed
therewith shall be kept in the files of the court as a pernanent
record thereof and shall be withheld frominspection except on

order of court granted upon cause shown. Upon the filing of a

foreign decree of adoption, the clerk shall enter upon the
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docket an entry showing the foreign court, identification of the
proceedi ngs therein and the date of the decree. Infornmation
identifying the natural parents shall not be required.]

(a) Reqgistration.--Wen a final decree of adoption of a

mnor is nmade or entered in conformty with the | aws of another

state or a foreign country whereby a child is adopted by a

resi dent of this Commonweal th, a copy of the foreign decree of

adopti on, properly authenticated, nmay be filed with the cl erk of

t he orphans' court in the county of residence of the parent or

parents. The clerk may charge a filing fee in accordance with

the court's requl ar fee schedul e as approved by the president

judge. The forei gn decree of adopti on and such ot her docunents

as nay be filed therewith shall be kept in the files of the

court as a permanent record thereof and shall be withheld from

i nspecti on except on order of court dgranted upon cause shown.

Information identifying the birth parents of the adoptee shal

not be required. SECTIONS 2905 (RELATING TO | MPOUNDI NG OF

PROCEEDI NGS AND ACCESS TO RECORDS) AND 2910 (RELATING TO PENALTY

FOR UNAUTHORI ZED DI SCLOSURE) SHALL APPLY TO THE FOREI GN DECREE

AND OTHER DOCUMENTS FI LED UNDER THI S SECTI ON

(b) Certificate of adoption.--Upon the filing of a properly

aut henti cated forei gn decree of adoption, the clerk shall enter

upon the docket an entry showi ng the forei gn court,

identification of the proceedings therein and the date of the

decree. The clerk shall issue to the parent or parents a

certificate of adopti on evidencing that the adopti on has been

regi stered in the county court. The clerk shall also send a

certificate of adoption to the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the

Departnment of Health. No hearing shall be required prior to the

i ssuance of the certificate of adopti on and the parent or
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parents shall not be required to obtain counsel.

(c) Change of nane of adoptee.--1f requested, the nanme of

t he adoptee nmay be changed fromthat set forth on the foreign

decree of adoption and the new nanme shall be set forth on the

certificate of adopti on i ssued under subsection (b).

(d) Readoption.--The readoption of a child referenced in

subsection (a) is not required unl ess:

(1) in the case of a nmarried couple seeking to jointly

regi ster a foreign decree of adoption, the adoption in the

foreign country was not finalized as to both the husband and

the wife; or

(2) the adoption was not finalized in the foreign

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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