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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 155 =%

| NTRODUCED BY O PAKE, KITCHEN, TARTAGLI ONE, STQUT, COSTA,
PILEGE, STACK AND ORI E, FEBRUARY 2, 2005

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 2, 2005
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AN ACT
Provi ding for Commonweal th support for an Urban Teacher Loan
For gi veness Program for Pennsyl vani a residents who graduate
frominstitutions of higher education and who apply their
degrees to teaching in urban public schools in this
Commonweal t h.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Urban Teacher
Loan Forgi veness Act.
Section 2. Findings and declaration of intent.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and decl ares that:
(1) The nunber of college students planning to enter the
t eachi ng profession appears to be inadequate to neet the need
for teachers in our public schools.
(2) Demand fromindustry and ot her opportunities attract
exi sting and potential teachers away fromthe profession.

(3) The pool of qualified teachers, especially those in

mat h and sci ence, has di nm ni shed.



(4) Economically hard-pressed urban school districts
find it difficult to attract qualified teachers fromthe
di m ni shed pool .

(5) Paynment of a portion of student |oans for certified

1

2

3

4

5 teachers serves the inportant public purpose of encouraging
6 new t eachers to teach in econom cally hard-pressed areas of
7 t hi s Commonweal t h.

8 Section 3. Definitions.

9 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
10 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

11 context clearly indicates otherw se:

12 "Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
13 Agency.
14 "Desi gnat ed Conmonweal th urban public school district.” An

15 eligible urban public school district which the Secretary of

16 Education has certified as having a need for teacher | oan

17 forgiveness assistance because of difficulty in attracting

18 qualified teachers.

19 "Eli gi bl e urban public school district.” A public school

20 district that has a popul ation greater than 850 per square mle

21 and either:

22 (1) nore than 8% of the pupils in average daily

23 menbership are | owincone pupils as defined in section

24 2502. 11 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
25 as the Public School Code of 1949; or

26 (2) the market value/incone aid ratio, as referred to in
27 section 2501(9.1) of the Public School Code of 1949, is

28 greater than seven-tenths.

29 The termshall also apply to an internmediate unit or area
30 vocational -technical school if the conposite data for al
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partici pating school districts neet the criteria specified
her ei n.

"Qualified applicant.” A person who neets all of the
following criteria in his or her first year of full-tine
teaching and in subsequent years:

(1) Is certified by the Departnent of Education to
t each.

(2) |Is an applicant for the Urban Teacher Loan
For gi veness Programin the first year of full-tine teaching.

(3) |Is teaching at a Commonweal t h- desi gnat ed ur ban
public school district.

(4) Has borrowed through and has a current outstandi ng
bal ance with a Federally Insured Student Loan Program or
consol i dation | oan program

(5) Is a Pennsylvania resident.

"Renewal applicant.” A qualified applicant who has received
after the effective date of this act an award under the program
in the | ast programyear in which noney was appropriated for the
program

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonwealth.
Section 4. Urban Teacher Loan Forgi veness Program

Qual i fied applicants who are selected for the U ban Teacher
Loan Forgi veness Programin accordance with this act shall be
eligible for paynent by the agency of a portion of the debt
incurred by the applicant through the agency-adm ni stered
Federal ly I nsured Student Loan Prograns or a consolidated |oan
program for the education necessary to be certified to teach in
Pennsyl vani a.

Section 5. Loan forgiveness awards.

Reci pients of the |oan forgiveness awards shall be those
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teachers who are certified by the Departnment of Education and
who have received a satisfactory rating by the district for the
acadeni c year. Each teacher shall be required to submt such
docunentation of continued eligibility as the agency nmay
require. If the qualified applicant is a full-time teacher for
four consecutive academ c years in the sane approved
Commonweal t h urban public school district, the agency may
forgive a qualified applicant's | oan of up to $15,000. Paynents
of these awards shall be nade in accordance with the procedures
established by the agency. Qualified applicants may receive | oan
forgi veness awards as foll ows:

(1) First academ c year of full-tinme teaching in an

anount up to $2, 000.

(2) Second academic year of full-tinme teaching in an

anount up to $3, 000.

(3) Third academ c year of full-tinme teaching in an

anount up to $4, 000.

(4) Fourth academ c year of full-tinme teaching in an

anount up to $6, 000.

Section 6. Fundi ng.

Loan forgiveness awards nay be nmade to the extent that funds
are appropriated by the CGeneral Assenbly and are sufficient to
cover adm nistration of the program Preference shall be given
to renewal applicants. In the event that funding is insufficient
to fully fund adm nistration and awards to all qualified
applicants, the agency shall utilize a randomlottery systemfor
determ ni ng whi ch applicants receive |oan forgiveness awards.
Section 7. Responsibility of agency.

It shall be the responsibility of the agency to adm nister

t he Urban Loan Forgi veness Program established by this act and
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1 to adopt such regul ations, policies, procedures and fornms as are
2 necessary and not inconsistent with the provisions of this act.
3 Section 8. Report to General Assenbly.

4 The agency, in conjunction with the Departnent of Educati on,
5 shall take conmments, analyze data and issue a report to the

6 General Assenbly within 12 nonths of the effective date of this
7 act, on the necessity, effectiveness and val ue of extending the
8 Urban Teacher Loan Forgi veness Programto rural school

9 districts.

10 Section 9. Effective date.

11 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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