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RHOADES, JANUARY 13, 2005
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AN ACT
Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania

Consol i dated Statutes, changing the nane of the Departnent of

Mlitary and Veterans Affairs; establishing the Departnent of

Veterans Affairs, the bureaus within the departnent and the

State Veterans Comm ssion; providing for the powers and

duties of the Department of Veterans Affairs and its bureaus;

and maki ng conform ng anendnents and editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

"Arnory." Land, buildings and fixtures used for housing

el enents of the Pennsylvania mlitary forces.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of MIlitary [and Veterans]
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Affairs of the Conmonwealt h.
"National Defense Act." The act of Congress, entitled "An
act for making further and nore effectual provisions for the

Nat i onal Defense and for other purposes,” approved June 3, 1916,
its anmendnents and suppl enents.

"National Guard of the United States.” The Arny Nati onal
Guard of the United States and the Air National Guard of the
United States.

"Officer." Conm ssioned or warrant officer.

"Order." General or special order, oral or witten, whether
i ssued pursuant to State or Federal authority.

"Pennsyl vania Guard." Those organi zed units of the
Pennsylvania mlitary forces which are not Federally recognized
or which serve under the authority of the Governor when the
Pennsyl vani a National Guard, in whole or in part, is on extended
Federal active duty.

"Pennsylvania mlitary forces.”" The land, air and sea
mlitary units organized for the internal security of this
Commonweal t h.

"Pennsyl vani a National Guard." The Pennsylvani a Arny
Nati onal Guard and the Pennsylvania Air National CGuard.

Section 2. Chapter 17 of Title 51 is repeal ed.

Section 3. Title 51 is anended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 18
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS
Sec.
1801. Definitions.
1802. Departnent of Veterans Affairs.
1803. Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

1804. Deputy secretaries.
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1805. Bureaus and conmi ssions.

1806. Powers and duties of departnent.

1807. Bureau of Veterans Hones.

1808. Bureau of Veterans Prograns, Benefits and d ai ns.
1809. Bureau of Adm nistration and Personnel .

1810. State Veterans Conmi ssion.

1811. Veterans hone hall of fane.

1812. Application of Adm nistrative Code.

§ 1801. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion." The State Veterans Conm ssion established
under this chapter.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the
Commonweal t h establ i shed under this chapter.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Veterans Affairs of the
Commonweal t h.

§ 1802. Departnent of Veterans Affairs.

The Departnent of Veterans Affairs is hereby established as
an adm nistrative departnment within the Executive Departnent of
t he Comonwealth and is vested with the power and authority as
set forth in this chapter
§ 1803. Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(a) Appointnment.--The Governor shall nom nate in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and, by
and with the advice and consent of a majority of the nmenbers
el ected to the Senate, appoint a Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(b) Qualifications.--No person shall be nom nated under

subsection (a) unless the person is a veteran.

20050S0028B0020 - 3 -
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(c) Term--The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall serve a
four-year termand until a successor shall have been appointed
and qualified.

(d) Vacancy.--1f the office of Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shal | becone vacant, the Governor shall fill the vacancy in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a and subsection (a).

§ 1804. Deputy secretaries.

The secretary shall appoint three deputy secretaries, who
shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary, to assist the
secretary in the adm nistration and operation of the departnent
as follows:

(1) Deputy Secretary for Veterans Honmes.
(2) Deputy Secretary for Veterans Prograns, Benefits and

Cl ai ns.

(3) Deputy Secretary for Veterans Admnistration and

Per sonnel .

§ 1805. Bureaus and conmi ssions.
The foll ow ng bureaus and comm ssions are created within the
depart nment:
(1) The Bureau of Veterans Hones.
(2) The Bureau of Veterans Prograns, Benefits and
Cl ai ns.
(3) The Bureau of Admi nistration and Personnel.
(4) The State Veterans Conmm ssion.
§ 1806. Powers and duties of departnent.
The departnent shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:
(1) To administer the laws providing for the paynent of
pensions and relief, for the marking of graves of the

veterans and for the selection, acquisition and nai ntenance

20050S0028B0020 - 4 -



1 of a State mlitary cenetery.

2 (2) To investigate and conpil e data concerning veterans
3 of the arned forces of the United States, and all State and
4 muni ci pal activities relating to veterans.

5 (3) To administer veterans pensions and benefits under
6 Chapter 77 (relating to veterans' pensions and benefits).

7 (4) To administer the Veterans Energency Assistance

8 Program est abl i shed under Chapter 85 (relating to veterans'
9 enmer gency assi stance).

10 (5) To administer the Educational G atuity Program

11 establ i shed under Chapter 87 (relating to Educati onal

12 Gratuity Program.

13 (6) To administer the disabled veterans real estate tax
14 exenption under Chapter 89 (relating to disabled veterans'
15 real estate tax exenption.)

16 (7) To recomrend to the Governor new | egislation and

17 anmendnents to existing statutes concerning veterans and their
18 activities, for submssion to the General Assenbly.

19 (8) To cooperate with all departnents and agenci es of
20 t he Commonweal th in the interest of veterans welfare.
21 (9) To aid in filing and prosecuting all clains of the
22 Commonweal th' s veterans and dependents of veterans under
23 Federal or State statutes.
24 (10) To aid in the enploynent and reenpl oynent of al
25 vet erans honorably di scharged fromthe arnmed forces of the
26 United States or their auxiliaries.
27 (11) To aid in securing hospitalization, for any veteran
28 requiring nedical care, that may be provided by a Federal or
29 State nmental or nedical or surgical facility specifically
30 provi ded for veterans or in any other public hospital.

20050S0028B0020 - 5 -
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(12) To aid in the rehabilitation of injured, wounded or
conpensabl e veterans, or other veterans, in educational
institutions or vocational training institutions to which
they may be eligible by statute.

(13) To cooperate with and advi se the Departnent of
Education with respect to the establishnent of vocational
training prograns, particularly prograns suited to war
casualties, for either day or evening instruction, or both.

(14) To adm nister relief provided by the Comobnweal th
for veterans and dependents of veterans.

(15) To adm nister the distribution of any conpensation
to veterans or dependents of veterans that has been or may be
granted by the Commonweal t h.

(16) To investigate the work of other departnents of the
Commonweal th administering | aws affecting veterans or
vet erans or phans.

(17) To investigate, conpile and maintain conplete and
accurate data concerning veterans of the arned forces of the
United States and all State and mnunicipal activities relating
t heret o.

(18) To conpile fromthe records transmtted fromthe
various counties of this Commonweal th, a record of the burial
pl aces within this Comonweal th of deceased service persons,

i ncludi ng such information as the secretary deens necessary
and appropri ate.

(19) To establish an information center, and to
di ssem nate regularly to chapters, canps and posts of
vet erans organi zations throughout this Commonweal th, such
information as the secretary shall determine, and to transmt

to the public press and other nedia of public information,
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information relative to veterans as may be of public

i nterest.

(20) To submt biannually to the Governor, a report of
State activities on behalf of veterans.

(21) To performother duties in connection with veterans
that may be referred to the secretary by other departnents or
agenci es of the Commonweal th, and to be a cl earinghouse for
all problens related to Pennsyl vania veterans and their
dependent s.

(22) To appoint an executive secretary to the
commi ssi on.

§ 1807. Bureau of Veterans Hones.

(a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of Veterans Homes is hereby
established as a bureau within the departnent.

(b) Powers and duties.--In addition to the powers and duties
conferred under this chapter, the Deputy Secretary for Veterans
Hones shall, with the approval of the secretary, have the power
and duty to:

(1) Oversee the bureau and make recommendations to the
secretary regardi ng the mai ntenance and operation of veterans
homes t hroughout this Commonweal t h.

(2) Appoint a director to adm nister each veterans hone.
Each director shall be qualified and licensed in this
Commonweal th as a nursing honme admnistrator. Each director
shal | appoint such officers and enpl oyees as nay be necessary
and fix their salaries in conformty with the standards
establ i shed by the Executive Board.

(3) Accept gifts, grants or paynents for the use of each
vet erans hone, except that the departnent may expend Feder al

funds to the extent they are appropriated to the departnment

20050S0028B0020 - 7 -
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by the General Assenbly.

(4) Establish a schedule of fees to be charged
residents. The fees shall be based on the |evel of service or
care required and the ability of the resident to pay. The
departnment shall establish the | evel of service to be
provi ded in accordance with the Federal Departnent of
Veterans Affairs standards of nursing and domciliary care.
(c) Advisory councils for veterans hones. --

(1) There is hereby established an advisory council for
each veterans hone operated by the departnent. Each advi sory
council shall consist of 15 nenbers and the secretary, who
shal | serve ex officio. Twel ve of the menbers shall be
appoi nted by the Governor froma list of nom nations
submtted to the secretary by the Pennsyl vania War Veterans'
Council. The president pro tenpore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint
one nmenber fromtheir respective |legislative chanber to serve
on each council. The remai ni ng nmenber on the advisory counci
shall be selected by the residents of the veterans hones.

(2) Each nenber of the councils appointed fromthe
CGeneral Assenbly shall serve for the duration of that session
of the General Assenbly. The eight nmenbers appoi nted by the
Governor shall serve a termof three years, provided that the
initial eight nenbers selected by the Governor shall serve as
follows: three nenbers for one year, three nenbers for two
years and two nmenbers for three years as designated by the
Governor. Each council shall organize as soon as possible and
shall annually elect a president, vice president and
secretary.

(3) The nenbers appointed by the Governor may be renoved

20050S0028B0020 - 8 -
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by the Governor for cause.

(4) Six nenbers of the council shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of conducting the business of the council.
Each council shall neet at |least quarterly and at other tines
at the call of the president.

(5) Menbers of each council shall receive no
conpensation for their services but shall receive
rei nbursenent for their necessary and proper expenses for
attendance at neetings.

(6) Each council shall advise the secretary as to the
managenent, operation and the adequacy of facilities and
services at their respective hones.

§ 1808. Bureau of Veterans Prograns, Benefits and d ai ns.

(a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of Veterans Prograns,
Benefits and Clains is hereby established as a bureau within the
departnment. The bureau shall adm nister all veterans prograns,
except veterans hones, providing for the adm nistration of al
benefits granted to veterans under the laws of this
Conmonweal t h.

(b) Powers and duties.--In addition to the powers and duties
conferred under this chapter, the Deputy Secretary for Veterans
Prograns, Benefits and C ainms shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Oversee the Bureau of Veterans Prograns, Benefits
and C ains and assist veterans and their dependents in making
claims under Federal or State |aw

(2) WMake recomendations to the secretary regarding the
adm ni stration of veterans prograns of the Conmonweal t h.

(3) Oversee the Scotland School for Veterans' Children.

§ 1809. Bureau of Admi nistration and Personnel .

(a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of Adm nistration and

20050S0028B0020 - 9 -



Personnel is hereby established as a bureau within the
departnent. The bureau shall be responsible for all matters
relating to the admi nistration of the departnent.

(b) Powers and duties.--The Deputy Secretary for

1
2
3
4
5 Adm nistration and Personnel shall have the foll ow ng powers and
6 duties:

7 (1) Oversee the Bureau of Adm nistration and Personnel .
8 (2) Oversee departnent personnel.

9

(3) Adm nister the day-to-day operations of the

10 depart nment.

11 (4) WManage the fiscal affairs of the departnent.

12 (5) Formul ate a proposed budget, which shall be approved
13 by the secretary, for subm ssion to the Governor

14 (6) Make recomendations to the secretary regarding the
15 operations of the departnent.

16 § 1810. State Veterans Conmi ssion.
17 (a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
18 departnent an advisory comm ssion to be known as the State

19 Veterans Conmi ssi on.

20 (b) Conposition.--The conmm ssion shall be conposed of:
21 (1) The secretary, ex officio, or his designee.

22 (2) The Adjutant General or his designee.

23 (3) The State commander, commandant or head, or his
24 desi gnee, of each of the follow ng nanmed veterans

25 or gani zati ons:

26 (i) The American Legion.

27 (ii) AWETS.

28 (ti1) Blinded Veterans Associ ation.

29 (iv) Catholic War Veterans of the United States of
30 Aneri ca.

20050S0028B0020 - 10 -



1 (v) Disabled Arerican Veterans.

2 (vi) Jewish War Veterans of the United States.

3 (vii) Marine Corps League.

4 (viii) Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart.

5 (ix) State Association of County Directors of

6 Veterans Affairs.

7 (x) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
8 (xi) Veterans of World War | of the United States of
9 Anerica, |nc.

10 (xii) Italian-Anerican War Veterans of the United
11 States, Inc.

12 (xiii) The Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, |nc.

13 (xiv) American Ex-Prisoners of War

14 (xv) Keystone Paral yzed Veterans Associ ation

15 (4) Four nmenbers at |arge appointed by the Governor from
16 a list provided by the Adjutant Ceneral, each of whom shal
17 be a veteran and a nenber in good and regul ar standing of a
18 Pennsyl vani a branch, post, |odge or club of a recognized

19 nati onal veterans organization active in this Commonweal t h.
20 At | east one nenber shall be a female veteran, and at | east
21 one nenber shall be a veteran of the Vietnamera. Menbers at
22 | arge shall serve a termof four years and until a successor
23 has been appoi nt ed.
24 (5) The State Adjutants of the Anmerican Legion, the
25 Di sabl ed Anmerican Veterans (DAV) and the Veterans of Foreign
26 wars (VFW and the Executive Director of AMETS as nonvoti ng
27 menbers.
28 (c) Oficers.--The conm ssion shall annually elect a

29 chairman and vice chairman at the first nmeeting of the
30 comm ssion after Cctober 1. The Deputy Adjutant General for
20050S0028B0020 - 11 -
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Veterans Affairs shall serve as the executive secretary to the
commi ssi on.

(d) Conpensation and expenses. --Menbers of the comm ssion
shall receive no conpensation for their services but shal
receive reinbursenent for their necessary and proper expenses
for attendance at neetings.

(e) Meetings and quorum --The conm ssion shall neet upon the
call of the chairman or the Adjutant CGeneral. N ne nenbers of
t he comm ssion shall constitute a quorum

(f) Declared vacancies.--The Governor, upon reconmendation
of the Adjutant General, shall declare a vacancy to exi st
whenever any nenber at large fails to attend three consecutive
nmeeti ngs w thout good cause. Any decl ared vacancy shall be
filled for the unexpired term

(g) GCeneral powers and duties.--The conmm ssion shall advise
the secretary and the departnent on all matters pertaining to
the status, welfare, benefits, enploynent and support of
veterans and veterans prograns in this Conmmonweal th and shal
perform such other functions as are provided by |aw.

(h) Specific powers and duties.--The conm ssion shall have
the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) Advise the secretary upon such matters as the
secretary nmay bring before it.

(2) Investigate the work of the departnent and meke
recommendations to it regarding the departnent's

adm nistration of the laws providing for the paynment of

pensions and relief, for the marking of graves of veterans

and for the selection, acquisition and rmai ntenance of a State
mlitary cenetery.

(3) Investigate and recomrend to the secretary

20050S0028B0020 - 12 -



| egi sl ation for subm ssion to the General Assenbly concerning

veterans and their activities.

§ 1811. Veterans hore hall of farme.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Each veterans honme operated by the
Commonweal th shal |l establish and dedicate a hall of fame to
recogni ze and honor the mlitary achi evenents of outstanding
vet erans who have conpl eted honorable, active duty mlitary
service and who reside or resided in the geographic region
served by the veterans hone. The area or space in the veterans
home dedicated to the hall of fame may be used for other
pur poses.

(b) Sel ection of inductees.--The advisory council for each
veterans hone shall, consistent with the guidelines established
by the conm ssion in subsection (c), nom nate eligible veterans
for induction into the hall of fame by the conm ssion and
perform such other duties relating to the hall of fame as
approved by the conm ssion. Any Medal of Honor recipient shal
be automatically inducted into the hall of fane.

(c) Oversight.--The comm ssion shall devel op gui delines for
the halls of fane. The guidelines shall include, but not be
limted to:

(1) Eligibility criteria for qualified candi dates.

(2) Procedures for nom nation of candi dates and
sel ection of inductees.

(3) Cerenpnies to officially honor the inductees.

(4) Manner of recognizing or presenting the inductees in
the halls of fane.

(5) Maintenance of the halls of fane.

(6) Duties of the advisory councils of the veterans

homes relating to the halls of fane.

20050S0028B0020 - 13 -



1 (d) Docunentation.--Each eligible veteran or his or her

2 representative shall be responsible for obtaining the

3 docunentation necessary to establish his or her eligibility from
4 the National Archives in Washington, DC, or the National

5 Personnel Record Center in St. Louis, Mssouri.

6 (e) Centralized list.--The State Veterans Conm ssion shal

7 keep a centralized list of all hall of fame inductees from al

8 regional veterans hones.

9 8§ 1812. Application of Adm nistrative Code.

10 Except as ot herw se provided by |law, the departnment shall be
11 subject to all the provisions of the act of April 9, 1929

12 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929,

13 which apply generally to adm nistrative departnents.

14 Section 4. Sections 3201, 7701, 7702, 8501, 8504(b), 8505,
15 8701, 8702(a) and (b), 8703(b) and (c), 8901, 8902, 8903, 8904,
16 8905, 9102(a) and (b) and 9301(a) of Title 51 are anended to

17 read:

18 § 3201. Definitions.

19 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
20 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
21 context clearly indicates otherw se:
22 "Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
23 Agency.
24 "Approved institution of higher learning." An educational
25 institution offering a post-secondary program of education
26 located in this Cormonweal th and approved by the Pennsylvani a
27 Higher Education Assistance Agency.
28 "Approved program of education.”™ A degree- or certificate-
29 granting curriculumor course of study to be pursued on a full-

30 time or part-tine basis or its equivalent as determ ned by the

20050S0028B0020 - 14 -
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Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assi stance Agency, at an approved
institution of higher |earning.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of MIlitary [and Veterans]
Affairs of the Commonwealth.

"Eligible nenber."” A nmenber of the Pennsylvania National
Guard who neets the criteria specified in section 3202 (relating
to eligibility) and who has been awarded a certificate of
eligibility under section 3203 (relating to certification of
eligibility).

"Full -time student. A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher |earning pursuing an approved program of
education equal to or greater than 15 credit hours or its
equi val ent recogni zed by the Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on
Assi stance Agency as a full-time course of study.

"Part-tinme student.” A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher education pursuing an approved program of
education of less than 15 credit hours or its equival ent
recogni zed by the Pennsylvani a H gher Education Assistance
Agency as a part-time course of study.

"Program "™ The Educati onal Assistance Program established in
this chapter

"Qualified resident.” An individual who has been a bona fide
resident of this Commonwealth prior to the tinme an application
for a grant is made. The Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on
Assi stance Agency shall nmake the final decision on whether an
applicant is a qualified resident.

§ 7701. Blind veteran's pension.

(a) Definition.--As used in this section the term"blind

veteran" shall nean any person who served in the mlitary or

naval forces of the United States, or any wonman's organi zati on

20050S0028B0020 - 15 -
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officially connected therewith, at any tinme, and who gave the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, as his or her place of residence
at the time of entering the mlitary or naval forces of the
United States, and who while perform ng duties connected with
such service suffered an injury or incurred a disease which
resulted in blindness to the extent that he or she has 3/60 or
10/ 200 or less normal vision. The term"blind veteran” shall not
i ncl ude any person separated fromthe mlitary or naval forces
of the United States, or any woman's organi zation officially
connected therewi th, under other than honorable conditions.

(b) Amount and eligibility.--1n addition to any ot her
assi stance provi ded by the Commonweal th and in addition to any
conpensati on provided by the Federal CGovernnent, every blind
veteran shall be paid a pension of $150 per nonth. Applications
for such pensions shall be made to and in the form prescribed by

the departnent. The [Adjutant General] departnent shall have the

power, and it shall be [his] the departnent's duty to determ ne
the eligibility of every applicant for a pension, and [his] the

departnent's decision in the matter shall be final

§ 7702. Paralyzed veteran's pension.

(a) Amount and eligibility.--1n addition to any ot her
assi stance provi ded by the Commonweal th and in addition to any
conpensati on provided by the Federal Governnent, every paral yzed
veteran shall be paid a pension of $150 per nonth. Applications
for the pensions shall be made to and in the form prescribed by
t he departnent. The [Adjutant General] departnent shal

determine the eligibility of every applicant for a pension, and

[his] the departnent's decision in the matter shall be final.
(b) Regulations.--The [Adjutant General] departnent shal

pronmul gate such regul ati ons as nay be necessary to inplenment

20050S0028B0020 - 16 -
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this program

(c) Definition.--As used in this section the term "paral yzed
vet eran" nmeans any person who served in the mlitary or naval
forces of the United States, or any woman's organi zati on
officially connected therewith, and who gave this Comobnweal t h
as his or her place of residence at the tinme of entering the
mlitary or naval forces of the United States and who, while
perform ng duties connected with such service, suffered an
injury or incurred a disease which resulted in the |oss or |oss
of use of two or nore extrenmities. The term does not include any
person separated fromthe mlitary or naval forces of the United
States, or any woman's organi zation officially connected
t herewi t h, under other than honorabl e conditions.

§ 8501. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

["Commission.”™ The State Veterans' Comm ssion established
under section 1702 (relating to State Veterans' Conm ssion).]

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under section 1802 (relating to

Departnent of Veterans Affairs).

"Eligible veteran.” A former nmenber of the mlitary or naval
service of the United States, or wonen's organization officially
connected therew th, who:

(1) served during a period of war or arned conflict and
was honorably di scharged fromthe armed forces;

(2) died in service or was killed in action during a
period of war or armed conflict; or

(3) as a result of peacetine hostile fire or terrorist
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attack as determ ned by the departnent, was killed or
suffered a service-connected disability as certified by the
United States Veterans' Admi nistration and, if surviving, was
honor abl y di scharged fromthe armed forces.
"Emergency."” A sudden or unexpected |oss of incone due to
si ckness, disability, unenpl oynent or other cause beyond the
control of the applicant for energency assistance.
"Surviving dependents.” The follow ng are consi dered
surviving dependents of a deceased eligible veteran:
(1) The unmarried surviving spouse of the deceased
eligible veteran.
(2) |If there is no unmarried spouse of a deceased
eligible veteran, the unmarried m nor children, children who,
before attaining the age of 18, becane pernanently incapable
of self-support, and children who are | ess than 23 years of
age and are pursuing a full-tinme course of instruction at an
approved educational institution, provided they were, on the
death of the eligible veteran, dependent on the eligible
veteran for nore than 50% of the cost of their support.
(3) If the eligible veteran is not survived by a spouse
or dependent children, the surviving parents of the eligible
veteran, provided that, on the date of the eligible veteran's
deat h, they were dependent on the veteran for nore than 50%
of the cost of their support.
§ 8504. Ampunts of assistance.

* x *

(b) Standards.--Subject to the limtation set forth in
subsection (a), [the State Veterans' Comm ssion shall reconmend]

t he departnent shall establish uniformand equitabl e standards

for the anmounts of veterans' energency assistance.

20050S0028B0020 - 18 -
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* * %

§ 8505. Appeals.

Any person aggrieved by a decision denying paynent of
vet erans' energency assistance may appeal to the [Adjutant
CGeneral] departnent under provisions of Title 2 (relating to
adm ni strative |law and procedure).

§ 8701. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

["Commission.”™ The State Veterans' Comm ssion established

under section 1702 (relating to State Veterans' Conmm ssion).]

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under section 1802 (relating to

Departnent of Veterans Affairs).

"Educational institution.” Any college or university of the
State System of Higher Education, a State-aided educational or
training institution of a secondary or coll ege grade or other
institution of higher education, a business school, a trade
school, a hospital school providing training for nurses, an
institution providing courses in beauty culture, art, radio or
undertaki ng or enbal m ng, or such other educational training
within this Cormonweal th approved by the comm ssion.

"Eligible disabled or deceased veteran." A person who served
inthe mlitary or naval forces of the United States, or a
wonen's organi zation officially connected therew th, who:

(1) was killed in action or died as a result of wounds

incurred during a period of war or armed conflict or as a

result of hostile fire or terrorist attack during peacetine

(as determned by the Departnment of Mlitary Affairs);
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1 (2) died in service during a period of war or arned

2 conflict;

3 (3) was honorably discharged fromthe mlitary or nava
4 forces of the United States and certified by the United

5 States Veterans' Admi nistration as a 100% di sabl ed veteran as
6 a result of service during a period of war or armed conflict
7 or as a result of hostile fire or terrorist attack (as

8 determ ned by the Departnment of MIlitary Affairs) during

9 peaceti ne; or

10 (4) was honorably discharged fromthe mlitary or nava
11 forces of the United States and died as a result of a

12 servi ce-connected disability (as certified by the United

13 States Veterans' Adm nistration) incurred during a period of
14 war or armed conflict or as a result of peacetine hostile
15 fire or terrorist attack (as determ ned by the Departnent of
16 Mlitary Affairs).

17 "Qualified child." Any child neeting the requirenents of

18 section 8703 (relating to eligibility and qualification

19 requirenents).

20 § 8702. Educational gratuity payments.

21 (a) GCeneral rule.--The [conmm ssion] departnent shall make
22 educational gratuity paynments not exceedi ng $500 per term or

23 senester per qualified child to each approved educati onal

24 institution upon subm ssion by that approved educati onal

25 institution of proof that bills have been incurred or contracted
26 covering matricul ation fees and other necessary fees, tuition,
27 board, roomrent, books and supplies for a qualified child in a
28 definite anount for the school year.

29 (b) Records.--The [conm ssion] departnent shall attach the

30 proof submtted under subsection (a) to the requisition prepared
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for paynment out of appropriations nade by the General Assenbly
for purposes of the educational gratuity paynments.

* * %

§ 8703. Eligibility and qualification requirenents.

* x *

(b) Qualification determ nation.--The [conm ssion]
departnment shall determine qualified applicants based on the
foll ow ng requirenents:

(1) The applicant neets the requirenents of subsection

(a).

(2) The applicant is attendi ng an approved educati onal
institution.

(3) The applicant denonstrates a financial need for the
educational gratuity.

(c) Appeal.--Any aggrieved applicant may appeal the decision
of the [comm ssion to the Adjutant General] departnent under the
provisions of Title 2 (relating to adm nistrative |aw and
procedure).

§ 8901. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Blind." Visual acuity of three-sixtieths or ten two-
hundredt hs, or |ess normal vision.

["Commission.”™ The State Veterans' Comm ssion established

under section 1702 (relating to State Veterans' Conmm ssion).]

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under section 1802 (relating to

Departnent of Veterans Affairs).

"Paraplegic.” The bilateral paralysis of the upper or |ower
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extremties of the body.
§ 8902. Exenption.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any citizen or resident of this
Commonweal th shall be exenpt fromthe paynment of all real estate
taxes | evi ed upon any building, including the |and upon which it
stands, occupied by that person as a principal dwelling, if al
of the followi ng requirenents are net:

(1) That person has been honorably di scharged or

rel eased under honorabl e circunstances fromthe arned forces

of the United States for service in any war or arnmed conflict

in which this nation was engaged.
(2) As aresult of such mlitary service, that person is
blind or paraplegic or has sustained the |oss of two or nore

i mbs, or has a service-connected disability declared by the

United States Veterans Administration or its successors to be

a total or 100% permanent disability.

(3) The dwelling is owned by that person solely or as an
estate by the entirety.

(4) The need for the exenption fromthe paynment of real
estate taxes has been determ ned by the [State Veterans'

Commi ssi on] depart nent.

(b) Extension of exenption.--The exenption provided in
subsection (a) shall be extended to the unmarried surviving
spouse upon the death of the eligible veteran provided that the
[State Veterans' Comm ssion] departnent determ nes that such
spouse is in need of an exenption.

§ 8903. Duty of board.
When the conditions specified in section 8902 (relating to

exenption) are determned to exist by the board for the

assessnment and revision of taxes, or by a simlar board for the
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assessment of taxes, and upon the receipt by that board of a
certification of need for the tax exenption fromthe

[ comm ssion] departnent, the board shall grant the tax exenption
prescri bed by section 8902. Notification of the granting of the
tax exenption by the board shall be forwarded to the person who
has received the exenption fromthe paynment of real estate taxes
and to the tax-1levying bodies and tax collectors of al

political subdivisions inposing taxes upon the dwelling of the
person granted the exenption from paynent of real estate taxes.
§ 8904. Duty of [conmm ssion] departnent.

The [comm ssion] departnent shall:

(1) Fix uniformand equitable standards for determ ning
the need for exenption fromthe paynent of real estate taxes
granted by this act.

(2) After subm ssion of proof of need by the applicant
for the exenption from paynent of real estate taxes,
determ ne the need of the applicant.

(3) Review at | east once every two years all
determ nati ons of need for exenptions fromthe paynent of
real estate taxes which have been granted in order to
determ ne any changes in the econom c status of applicants
beari ng upon the question of need.

(4) Certify the nanme and address and the need for
exenption from paynent of real estate taxes, or termnation
of such need, to the board for the assessnent and revision of
taxes, or simlar board for the assessnment of taxes, having
jurisdiction of the assessnent of the real property owned
solely or as an estate by the entirety and occupied as a
resi dence by the person seeking the tax exenption granted by

this chapter
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§ 8905. Appeals.

Any applicant aggrieved by a determ nation of the
[ comm ssion] departnent may appeal that determ nation [to the
Adj ut ant General] under the provisions of Title 2 (relating to
adm ni strative |law and procedure).
§ 9102. Affidavits and acknow edgnents by designated officers.

(a) Designation of certain officers authorized.--Each | ocal
organi zati on of The Anerican Red Cross, The Anerican Legi on,
Veterans of World War | of the U S. A, Inc., Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States, Disabled American Veterans, United
Spani sh War Vet erans, Regul ar Veterans Association, Director of
Veterans Affairs, Jewi sh War Veterans of the United States, the
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, the Italian Anerican \War
Veterans of the United States, Incorporated, and such ot her
simlar organizations now or hereafter accredited or recogni zed
by the United States Veterans Adm nistration, which supplies
such aid and assistance to veterans or their dependents, and
whi ch gratuitously prepares forns for veterans and their
dependents in connection with their affairs as such before the
United States, any agency thereof, or the Conmonweal th, any
agency or political subdivision thereof, is hereby authorized to
designate one of its officers to take affidavits or
acknow edgnents to such forns, as may be required by rule,
regul ati on or otherwi se by the United States, any agency
t hereof, or the Commonweal th, any agency or political
subdi vi sion thereof, in the adm nistration of the affairs of
veterans and their dependents. For the same purposes the
Adj utant Ceneral is authorized to designate one or nore persons

fromthe Departnment of MIlitary Affairs, the Secretary of

Veterans Affairs is authori zed to desi gnate one or nobre persons
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fromthe Departnent of Veterans Affairs, and the State Director

of Selective Service is authorized to designate one or nore
persons fromthe Pennsyl vania Sel ective Service System

(b) Appointnment, certification and authority.--Wen any such
of ficer or person is so designated, his nanme, address and
of ficial position shall be furnished to the Secretary of the
Commonweal th, in witing, signed by such designated officer or
person, acconpanied by a certificate of his designation by the
proper authority of such organization, or of the Adjutant

CGeneral, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs or the State Director

of Sel ective Service, as the case may be. Upon receipt of such
witing and certificate in formas herein provided the Secretary
of the Commonweal th, with the approval of the Governor, shal
i ssue under his hand and seal of his office a certificate of
appoi ntment to such designated officer or person which shal
authorize himto take affidavits or acknow edgnents of veterans
and their dependents in connection with their affairs as such
before the United States, any agency thereof, or the
Commonweal t h, any agency or political subdivision thereof. Such
aut hori zed officer or person shall exercise the authority
conferred under the provisions of this section at the pleasure
of the Governor. Each certificate issued as aforesaid by the
Secretary of the Comonweal th shall be nunbered in the order of
date issued, and the Secretary of the Commonwealth i s hereby
authorized to certify such appoi nt nent whenever required.

* x *
§ 9301. Reports of annual conventions.

(a) Printing and distribution by Comonweal t h. --Wenever the
department commanders of the Grand Arny of the Republic, the

Uni ted Spani sh War Veterans, the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
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United States, the Anerican Legion, the Disabled Anrerican
Veterans of the Wrld War, the Veterans of World VWar | of the
US A, Inc., the Arerican Veterans of World War |1 (AWETS),
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, Jewi sh War Veterans,
Catholic War Veterans, Inc., The Society of the 28th D vision,

A E.F., the Marine Corps League and the Italian American War
Veterans of the United States, Incorporated, shall report to the

Department of [Property and Supplies] Ceneral Services the

proceedi ngs of the annual encanpnent or conventions of their
respective departnments, with such general and special orders and
circulars and other data which may forma part of said

proceedi ngs, then the said proceedings, so reported, shall be
consi dered Conmmonweal th records, and under the direction of the

Department of [Property and Supplies] Ceneral Services, shall be

printed and bound, and a printed and bound copy thereof shall be
sent to each post or detachment in this Commonweal th of the
or gani zati on of whose proceedings the sane is a report.

* x *

Section 5. Except as otherw se expressly provided by | aw,

t he departnent shall be subject to all the provisions of the act
of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative
Code of 1929, which apply generally to adm nistrative

depart nments.

Section 6. The Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans Affairs
is designated as the Departnent of Mlitary Affairs. Contracts,
deeds and official actions by the departnment shall not be
affected by the use of the designation by the departnent as the
Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs. The departnent may
continue to use the nanme Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans

Affairs on stationery or any official docunents until existing
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suppl i es are exhausted. The departnent may substitute the title
Departnment of Mlitary Affairs for the Departnment of Mlitary
and Veterans Affairs on its docunents and materials on such
schedul e as it deens appropriate.

Section 7. (a) Al personnel, allocations, appropriations,
agreenents, |eases, clainms, demands and causes of action of any
nat ure whether or not subject to litigation on the date of this
act, equipnent, files, records, classified data files, plans,
maps, air photographs and all other materials which are used,
enpl oyed or expended in connection with the duties, powers or
functions of the Departnent of MIlitary and Veterans Affairs
relating to veterans' affairs are hereby transferred by this act
to the Departnment of Veterans Affairs with the sane force and
effect as if the appropriations had been made to and said itens
had been the property of the Departnment of Veterans Affairs in
the first instance and if said contracts, agreenents, |eases and
obl i gati ons had been incurred or entered into by the Departnent
of Veterans Affairs.

(b) Al personnel transferred to the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs fromother State departnments and agenci es pursuant to
this act shall retain any civil service or other enpl oynment
status assigned to said personnel in those departnents or
agencies prior to the effective date of this act.

Section 8. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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