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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Government of Turkey to cease its discrimnation of
t he Ecuneni cal Patriarchate, to grant the Ecunenica
Patriarch appropriate international recognition,
eccl esi astical succession and the right to train clergy of
all nationalities, and to respect the property rights and
human rights of the Ecunenical Patriarchate.
VWHEREAS, The Ecunenical Patriarchate, |located in |stanbul
Turkey, is the sacred See that presides in a spirit of
br ot her hood over a comuni on of the self-governing churches of
the Orthodox Christian world; and
WHEREAS, The See is |ed by Ecunenical Patriarch Barthol omew,
who is the 269th in direct succession to the Apostle Andrew and
hol ds titular primacy as prinus inter pares, neaning "first
anong equal s" in the conmunity of Othodox churches worl dw de;
and
WHEREAS, |n 1994 Ecunenical Patriarch Barthol onew, along wth

| eaders of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation, cosponsored the

Conf erence on Peace and Tol erance, which brought together
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Christian, Jewish and Muslimreligious |leaders for an interfaith
di al ogue to hel p end the Bal kan conflict and the ethnic conflict
in the Caucasus region; and

WHEREAS, In 1997 the Congress of the United States awarded
Ecuneni cal Patriarch Barthol omew with the Congressional CGold
Medal ; and

WHEREAS, Following the terrorist attacks on our nation on
Sept enber 11, 2001, Ecunenical Patriarch Barthol onew gathered a
group of international religious |eaders to produce the first
joint statenent with Musliml eaders that condemmed the 9/11
attacks as "anti-religious"; and

WHEREAS, In October 2005 the Ecunmenical Patriarch, along with
Christian, Jewi sh and Muslim | eaders, cosponsored the Conference
on Peace and Tolerance Il to further pronote peace and stability
i n sout heastern Europe, the Caucasus region and Central Asia via
religious |leaders' interfaith dial ogue, understandi ng and
action; and

VWHEREAS, The Orthodox Christian Church, in existence for

nearly 2,000 years, nunbers approximately 300 mllion nenbers
worl dwide with nore than 2 mllion nenbers in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, Since 1453 the continuing presence of the Ecuneni cal
Patriarchate in Turkey has been a living testanent to the
religious coexistence of Christians and Muslinms; and

WHEREAS, This religious coexistence is in jeopardy because
t he Governnent of Turkey refuses to recognize the rights and
religious freedons of the Ecunenical Patriarchate, which is
considered a mnority religion by the Turkish governnent; and

WHEREAS, The Governnment of Turkey has limted the candi dates

avai l able to hold the office of Ecunenical Patriarch to only
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Tur ki sh nationals, and fromthe mllions of Othodox Christians
l[iving in Turkey at the turn of the 20th century, and due to the
continued policies of mnority discrimnation during this period
by the Turkish governnment, there remain | ess than 3,000 of the
Ecuneni cal Patriarch's flock left in Turkey today; and

WHEREAS, The Governnment of Turkey has reneged on its
agreenent to reopen the Theol ogi cal School on the island of
Hal ki, which the Turkish governnent closed in 1971, thus
i npeding training for Orthodox Christian clergy; and

WHEREAS, The Turki sh governnment has confiscated nearly 94% of
the properties of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and has placed a
42% tax retroactive to 1999 on the Bal oukli Hospital and Hone
for the Aged, a charity hospital run by the Ecunenica
Patriarchate; and

WHEREAS, The European Union, a group of nations with a common
goal of pronoting peace and the well-being of its peoples, began
accession negotiations with Turkey on Cctober 3, 2005; and

WHEREAS, The European Uni on defined nmenbership criteria for
accession at the Copenhagen European Council in 1993, obligating
candi date countries to achieve certain levels of reform
including stability of institutions guaranteeing denocracy,
adherence to the rule of |aw and respect for and protection of
mnorities and human rights; and

WHEREAS, The Turki sh governnment's current treatnent of the
Ecuneni cal Patriarchate is inconsistent with the nenbership
conditions and goals of the European Union; and

VHEREAS, Ot hodox Christians in this Commonweal th and
t hroughout the United States stand to | ose their spiritual
| eader because of the continued actions of the Turkish

governnment; and
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WHEREAS, | n Novenber 2006 the Archons of the Ecuneni cal
Patriarchate of the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle, a group of
| aynen who each have been honored with a Patriarchal title, or

"offikion," by the Ecunenical Patriarch for their outstanding
service to the Orthodox Church, will send an Anerican del egation
to Turkey to nmeet with Turkish governnent officials, as well as
the United States Anbassador to the Republic of Turkey,
regardi ng the Turkish governnment's treatnent of the Ecunenical
Patriarchate; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a urge the Government of Turkey to do
all of the follow ng:
(1) Uphold and safeguard religious and human rights
wi t hout conprom se.
(2) Cease its discrimnation of the Ecunenical
Patri archat e.
(3) Gant the Ecunenical Patriarch appropriate
i nternational recognition, ecclesiastic succession and the
right to train clergy of all nationalities.
(4) Respect the property rights and human rights of the
Ecunmeni cal Patri archat e;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the United States
Anmbassador to the Republic of Turkey, to the Anbassador of the
Republic of Turkey to the United States and to the Pennsyl vani a

Congr essi onal Del egati on.
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