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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. /711 =3

I NTRODUCED BY ADOLPH, HARPER, HERSHEY, ROSS, REED, ARGALL
BAKER, BALDW N, BEBKO-JONES, BEYER, BUNT, CALTAG RONE,
CAPPELLI, ClI VERA, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CRElIGHTQON, CRUZ
DeVEESE, Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, FABRI ZI O, FAI RCH LD, FI CHTER,
FLEAGLE, FORCI ER, GEI ST, CGEORGE, GERCELY, G LLESPIE
G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARHART, HESS, JAMES, W KELLER,
KILLI ON, LEACH, LEDERER, LEH, MAI TLAND, MAJOR, MANN, MARSI CO,
McGEEHAN, Mcd LL, M LLARD, MJUNDY, MJUSTI O NAILOR, O NEILL,
PALLONE, PARKER, PAYNE, PHILLIPS, PISTELLA, RAPP, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO,
SCHRCDER, SEMMEL, SHANER, SIPTROTH, B. SM TH, SONNEY,
STABACK, STERN, R STEVENSON, STURLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, THQOVAS,
TI GUE, TRUE, TURZAI, WALKO, WATSON, WOJINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD,
YUDI CHAK, PI CKETT AND Mol LHI NNEY, APRIL 24, 2006

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 24, 2006
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nonth of May 2006 as "Watershed Awareness Month"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The | and, rivers, streans, |akes, wetlands and
groundwat er resources of this Comonwealth are interconnected to
forma rich nosaic of watersheds; and

WHEREAS, These treasured water resources provide citizens
with clean drinking water and recreational and business
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Thi s Commonweal th contains 83,000 nmiles of rivers
and streans, maki ng Pennsyl vania second only to Al aska in the

nunber of rivers and streammles for all to enjoy and treasure;
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and

WHEREAS, There are eight distinct river basins in
Pennsyl vani a, including Lake Erie, Ohio River, Cenesee River
(Lake Ontario), Susquehanna, Del aware, Potomac, El k and
Nor t heast / Gunpowder; and

WHEREAS, There are 104 watersheds, the basic buil ding bl ocks
of the natural environment, in this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Over 10,762 miles of streans and rivers in
Pennsyl vania are so inpaired that they do not neet current water
qual ity standards; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th invests enornous resources to
restore and protect water, including the renediation of drai nage
from t housands of abandoned coal m nes which contam nates nore
than 3,000 mles of streans and associ ated groundwat er and whi ch
is the nost extensive problem affecting Conmonweal th wat er
resources; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth is conmitted to a watershed
approach to resource managenent where concerned comunity
menbers conme together as watershed guardi ans to address and
resol ve probl ens; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th enpowers and assists | oca
wat er shed organi zati ons working in partnership as watershed
guardi ans to resolve or renediate current water quality and
wat er quantity problens wthin watershed boundaries; and

WHEREAS, Thi s wat ershed approach to environnental protection
| eads to cleaner rivers and streans, safer drinking water and
greater protection of aquatic wildlife habitats; and

WHEREAS, There are nore than 400 active watershed groups in
this Commonweal th and new wat ershed groups are form ng

conti nuously; and

20060H0711R3892 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

WHEREAS, Wat ershed groups have recl ai ned over 5,000 acres of
abandoned m nes, planted over 1,000 nml|es of streambuffers and
created or restored over 3,000 acres of wetlands since 1999; and

WHEREAS, Local watershed groups are a cost-effective
i nvestnment in environnmental cleanup for the Commonweal th: for
every $1 invested by the State, watershed groups have matched it
with $1.25 of their own funds, nore than doubling the
Commonweal th's investnent; and

WHEREAS, Educational forums connecting adults and children to
their watersheds, including the | and, water and peopl e,
ultimately provide long-termprotection for these inportant and
val uabl e wat er resources; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th recogni zes and cel ebrates the
efforts of hardworking volunteers w thin watershed groups who
i nprove their communities today and for future generations;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of May 2006 as "Wt ershed Awareness Month" in
Pennsyl vani a; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the thenme "The Power of Positive Action is
Restori ng our Watersheds" guide the many vol unteer conmunity
organi zati ons, educators and other groups conducting watershed

education and awareness activities throughout the nonth.
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