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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 616 %%

| NTRODUCED BY Mcd LL, ARGALL, BAKER, BALDW N, BASTI AN, BELARDI,
BELFANTI , BENNI NGHOFF, BEYER, BOYD, BUNT, CALTAG RONE,
CAPPELLI, CAUSER, COHEN, CORNELL, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA,
CREI GHTON, CRUZ, CURRY, DALLY, DENLI NCER, DeWEESE,
Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O FEESE, FICHTER,
FLEAGLE, FORCI ER, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, CEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE
G NGRI CH, GOOD, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARPER, HARRI' S, HERSHEY,
HESS, JAMES, KILLION, KOTlIK, LEACH, LEDERER, LEH, MAJOR,
MANN, MARKCSEK, MARSI CO, McGEEHAN, Ml LHATTAN, M CQOZZI E,
M LLARD, MJUNDY, MJSTI O MYERS, PALLONE, PERZEL, PHI LLI PS,
PI CKETT, PISTELLA, PYLE, RAMALEY, RAPP, READSHAW REI CHLEY,
RCEBUCK, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SAMUELSON, SANTONI
SATHER, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SEMMVEL, S| PTROTH, SOLOBAY
SONNEY, STABACK, STERN, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS,
TI GUE, TRUE, WATSON, WLT, WOINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG AND
WHEATLEY, MARCH 6, 2006

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 6, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zing the nmonth of May 2006 as "Anyotrophi c Lateral

Scl erosi s Awareness Month" in Pennsyl vania and urging the

Presi dent and Congress of the United States to enact

| egislation to provide additional funding for research in

order to find a treatment and a cure for ALS.

WHEREAS, Anmyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) is better known
as Lou Gehrig's disease; and

WHEREAS, ALS is a fatal neurodegenerative disease
characteri zed by degeneration of cell bodies of the | ower notor
neurons in the gray matter of the anterior horns of the spinal
cord; and

WHEREAS, The initial synptom of ALS is weakness of the
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skel etal nuscles, especially those of the extremties; and

WHEREAS, As ALS progresses, the patient experiences
difficulty in swallow ng, tal king and breathi ng; and

WHEREAS, ALS eventually causes nuscles to atrophy, and the
patient becones a functional quadriplegic; and

WHEREAS, ALS does not affect a patient's nental capacity, so
a patient remains alert and aware of the loss of notor functions
and the inevitable outcone of continued deterioration and deat h;
and

WHEREAS, ALS occurs in adul thood, nost commonly between the
ages of 40 and 70, with the peak age about 55, and affects nen
two to three tines nore often than wonen; and

WHEREAS, More than 5,600 new ALS patients are di agnosed
annual ly; and

WHEREAS, It is estinmated that 30,000 Americans may have ALS
at any given tinme; and

WHEREAS, On average, patients diagnosed with ALS survive two
to five years fromthe tinme of diagnosis; and

WHEREAS, Research indicates that mlitary veterans are at a
50% or greater risk of devel oping ALS than those who have not
served in the mlitary; and

WHEREAS, ALS has no known cause, prevention or cure; and

WHEREAS, "Anyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) Awareness
Month" will increase public awareness of ALS patients’
ci rcunst ances, acknow edge the terrible inpact this disease has
on patients and famlies and recogni ze the research for
treatnent and cure of ALS; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a recogni ze the nonth of May 2006 as

"Anmyotrophi c Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) Awareness Mnth" in
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Pennsyl vani a; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
Presi dent and Congress of the United States to enact |egislation
to provide additional funding for ALS research; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the Vice President of the
United States, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
to the nmenbers of Congress from Pennsylvania and to the United

States Secretary of Health and Human Servi ces.
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