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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 550 5%

| NTRODUCED BY PAYNE, BALDW N, BENN NGHOFF, BEYER, BOYD,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COHEN, CORNELL, CREI GHTON, DeWEESE
FREEMAN, G NGRI CH, HARHART, HERMAN, HESS, JAMES, KOTIK
M COZZIE, R MLLER PETRARCA, PICKETT, PISTELLA, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, SCHRCDER, B. SM TH, SONNEY, STABACK, E. Z. TAYLOR,
TI GUE AND YOUNGBLOOD, JANUARY 25, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JANUARY 25, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Departnent of Health to study, review and make
recommendations relating to the inposition of Statew de
standards for uniformty in the use by health care providers
of col or-coded patient wi stbands.

WHEREAS, A recent "near-m ss" report submitted to the Patient
Safety Authority through the Pennsylvania Patient Safety
Reporting System (PA-PSRS) describes an event in which
clinicians nearly failed to rescue a patient having a cardi ac
arrest because health care workers m stakenly believed the
patient's wistband color nmeant "Do Not Resuscitate" when it was
actually nmeant to convey a different nmessage; and

WHEREAS, The probl em was caused partly by a health care
provi der's confusion about the neaning of a yellow wristband: In
that particular facility, a yellow wistband neans "Do Not

Resuscitate,” but in a nearby facility a yell ow wi stband neans

that a patient should not have bl ood work or an intravenous



device placed in that particular arm and

WHEREAS, There is no uniformty anong health care providers
as to which wistband col or indicates which nmedical nessage;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Departnment of Health to study, review and make recomendati ons
relating to the inposition of Statew de standards for uniformty

in the use by health care providers of col or-coded patient
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wri stbands; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
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Departnment of Health to submit a report to the House of
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Representati ves summari zi ng the findings and conclusions of its
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study no later than July 31, 2006.
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