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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 526 %

| NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO, KILLI OGN, CLYMER, JOSEPHS, DeWEESE,
LEDERER, READSHAW BEBKO- JONES, RAMALEY, BI SHOP, CAPPELLI
CRAHALLA, RElICHLEY, LEH, BUXTON, MARKOSEK, PI STELLA, BELARDI ,
HERVAN, QUI GLEY, MANN, CEORGE, SURRA, HENNESSEY, BALDW N
CALTAG RONE, McCGEEHAN, GOODMAN, RCEBUCK, REED, WATSON,
Bl ANCUCCI, G NGRI CH, SANTONI, SATHER, STURLA, GERBER
WOINARGCSKI , YUDI CHAK, M LLARD, LEACH, DelLUCA, O NEILL,
NI CKOL, MANDERI NO, STABACK, YOUNGBLOOD, GRUCELA, TANGRETTI
D. EVANS, HARRI' S, LEVDANSKY, TIGUE, BUNT, RUBLEY, KI RKLAND
THOMAS, HERSHEY, BOYD, FRANKEL, MUNDY, BLACKWELL, CRElI GHTON
KOTI K, WHEATLEY, FREEMAN, E. Z. TAYLOR, FABRI ZI O, COHEN
B. SM TH, BARRAR, WANSACZ, JAMES, SAI NATO, DENLI NGER,
SI PTROTH AND PETRONE, NOVEMBER 22, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, NOVEMBER 22, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the President and Congress of the United States to
reaut hori ze certain provisions of the Voting Ri ghts Act of
1965.
WHEREAS, President Lyndon Bai nes Johnson signed the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965 (VRA) on August 6, 1965; and
WHEREAS, This year marks the 40th anniversary of the VRA, and
WHEREAS, The Congress passed the VRA in response to the
tragic events of March 7, 1965, when nore than 500 peacef ul
civil rights denonstrators in Selma, Al abama, were tear-gassed
and beaten with billy clubs by Al abana state troopers; and
VHEREAS, Prior to enactnent of the VRA, black voter

registration was dramatically | ower than white voter

registration in every southern state; and
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WHEREAS, Today there is nuch greater participation by all
mnority groups in Federal and state elections as a result of
VRA provisions banning literacy tests and other discrimnatory
nmeasur es; and

WHEREAS, The VRA provi des | anguage mnority provisions which
have resulted in dramatic increases in voter participation
nati onw de; and

WHEREAS, The Congress has voted to reauthorize key VRA
provi sions on four separate occasions since 1970; and

WHEREAS, Presidents N xon, Ford, Reagan and George H. W Bush
each signed | egislation renewi ng VRA provisions; and

WHEREAS, United States Attorney General Al berto Gonzal es has
descri bed the VRA as one of the nobst successful pieces of civil
rights | egislation ever enacted; and

WHEREAS, Several key VRA provisions are set to expire in
2007; and

WHEREAS, The VRA provi sions which expire in 2007 remain
critical tools for ensuring that discrimnatory practices do not
reappear and that the right to vote is vigilantly protected; and

WHEREAS, There is strong bipartisan support for
reaut hori zation of the VRA provisions set to expire in 2007; and

WHEREAS, The val ues and traditions of our denocracy wll be
enhanced through swift and certain reauthorization of those
provi si ons; and

WHEREAS, The peopl e of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vania and
all Anericans want our elections to provide an equal opportunity
for full participation in our great denpbcratic process;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the President and
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Congress of the United States to reauthorize the VRA provisions
which are set to expire in 2007; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the presiding officers of

each house of Congress and to each nmenber of Congress from
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Pennsyl vani a.
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