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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 465 %

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, BALDW N, BARRAR, BASTI AN, BELARDI,
Bl SHOP, BOYD, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, FI CHTER,
FORCI ER, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GABI G GANNON, GEI ST, CGEORGE
G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOOD, GOCDVAN, GRUI TZA, HARHAI, HARHART,
MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKCSEK, MARSI CO, McGEEHAN, Mcd LL,
Mel LHATTAN, M LLARD, S. M LLER, MJUNDY, NAILOR, O NEILL
PALLONE, PAYNE, SANTONI, SATHER, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SHANER
B. SM TH, SONNEY, STABACK, SURRA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOMAS, Tl GUE, CLYMER, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, CRUZ,
DALEY, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER, DERMODY, DeWEESE, Di G ROLAMO,
DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O FAI RCH LD, HASAY, HENNESSEY,
HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, KOTI K, LEDERER, MAI TLAND
PH LLI PS, PICKETT, RAMALEY, READSHAW REED, RCSS, RUBLEY,
SAI NATO AND BENNI NGHOFF, OCTOBER 17, 2005

To Cal endar under Rul e 35-Uncontested Cal endar October 17, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of Cctober 2 through 8, 2005, as "Mental
Il ness Awar eness Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Serious nental illnesses are biological brain
di sorders that are definable and treatable; and

WHEREAS, More than 1 mllion people throughout this
Commonweal th are affected by a formof nmental illness such as
schi zophreni a, bipolar disorder, clinical depression, panic
di sorder or obsessive conpul sive di sorder; and

WHEREAS, Mental illness can affect persons of any age, race,
religion or incone and are not the result of personal weakness,
| ack of character or poor upbringing; and

WHEREAS, Many individuals with nental illness are capabl e of



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M wWw N - O

wor ki ng, attendi ng coll ege and maki ng i nportant contributions to
their commnities and this Conmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Efforts need to be nade to conbat the stigm
associated with nental illness, including greater awareness that
t hese di sorders cannot be overcone by w || power and are not
related to a person's character or intelligence; and

WHEREAS, Early identification and treatnent of nmental ill ness
is of vital inportance, with early treatnent accel erating

recovery and protecting the brain fromfurther harmrelated to

t he course of illness; and
WHEREAS, The National Alliance for the Mentally I1Il, the
nation's voice on nental illness, has reported that between 70%

and 90% of i ndividuals have significant reduction of synptons
and inproved quality of life with a conbination of
phar macol ogi cal and psychosoci al treatnents and supports;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
week of October 2 through 8, 2005, as "Mental |1l ness Awareness

Week" in Pennsyl vani a.
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