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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 395 5

I NTRODUCED BY ALLEN, JUNE 30, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, JUNE 30, 2005
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Est abl i shing the M ni mum Wage Advi sory Comm ssion and providi ng
for its powers and duties.

WHEREAS, The act of January 17, 1968 (P.L.11, No.5), known as
The M ni num WAge Act of 1968, requires a mni numwage of $5.15
per hour be paid to workers of this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Section 4(a.1l) of The M ni num Wage Act of 1968 ties
t he Comonweal th's m ni nrum wage to Federal m ni num wage
requirenents if Federal requirenents inpose higher wage | evels;
and

WHEREAS, Thi s m ni mum wage | evel has not been raised since
Septenber 1, 1997, when the national m ni mum wage was increased
by Congress; and

VWHEREAS, Fifteen other states and the District of Colunbia
have established m ni mum wage requirenments above the m ni mum
requi red by Federal |aw, and

WHEREAS, There is nmounting pressure to raise the m ninmm

wage; and
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WHEREAS, There are various |egislative proposals to increase
t he m ni mrum wage whi ch are under consideration by the General
Assenbly; and

WHEREAS, There are conflicting clains made by vari ous
i nterest groups about the consequences of a m ni mum wage
i ncrease; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly considers the issue of a
m ni mum wage an i nportant public policy decision which directly
affects the econony and working famlies of this Commonweal th
and is determined that a decision to raise the m ni rum wage nust
be based on careful deliberation and consideration of facts;
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish the M nimum Wage Advi sory Conmi ssion; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the conmi ssion consist of 11 nenbers, who nust
be residents of this Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the President pro tenpore of the Senate, the
Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves each appoint two nenbers to the comm ssion; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the Governor shall appoint three nenbers to
t he comm ssion; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the menbers of the comm ssion be appointed
with 15 days fromthe date of adoption of this resolution; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
call the initial nmeeting of the comm ssion within ten days of

t he appoi ntment of the nenbers, at which the nenbers be directed
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to elect fromtheir nmenbership a chairman; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion may hold hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary within this Commonweal th and that each nenber of the
conmmi ssi on have the power to adm nister oaths and affirmations
to witnesses appearing before the comm ssion; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the nenbers of the conm ssion receive no
conpensation for their services but be allowed actual and
necessary expenses incurred in their capacity with the
conmi ssion; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion be assigned staff support by
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives and Mnority Leader
of the House of Representatives; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the conm ssion prepare a report on the m nimm
wage; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the report analyze various proposals to
i ncrease the Commonweal th's m ni mum wage; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the report identify findings of fact as to who
receives mnimumwage in this Commonweal th, who woul d be
affected by different m ni mum wage proposals and the potenti al
direct and indirect cost to enployers; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the report review the effect that having a
hi gher m ni nrum wage than the Federal requirenent has had on
wor kers, famlies and enpl oyers in those jurisdictions which
have i npl emented such increases; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the report nake reconmendati ons as to under
what circunstances and by how nuch the Conmonweal th's m ni mum
wage shoul d be increased; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the report present facts and recommendati ons

which are agreed to by the majority of the nmenbers of the
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1 comm ssion but include dissenting opinions on any

2 recommendations; and be it further

3 RESCLVED, That the report be submtted to the Governor, the
4 Senate and the House of Representatives by Cctober 1, 2005.
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