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SENATOR M VHI TE, ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, | N SENATE
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Menorial i zing Congress to reauthorize the Abandoned M ne
Recl amati on Fund.

WHEREAS, Substantial coal mning has occurred in Pennsyl vania
for nore than 130 years, and the industry has been a significant
enpl oyer of our citizens for nost of these years; and

WHEREAS, Abandoned m nes pose hazards in Pennsyl vani a of
dangerous shafts, nountains of black waste, scarred | andscapes,
aci di c drainages polluting nore than 3,000 mles of our streans
and ot her hazards threatening human health and safety and
depressing | ocal econom es; and

WHEREAS, At |east 44 of Pennsylvania's 67 counties are
af fected by abandoned coal m nes; and

WHEREAS, Abandoned m nes and abandoned mine | ands create
negati ve i npacts on | ocal econom es by destroying recreational

opportunities, lowering |l and val ues, |eaving desol ate
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communities once the m nes are exhausted and ruining sites for
further residential, forestry, comercial or agricultural uses;
and

WHEREAS, Recl amation of abandoned mine sites can add to the
econony by creating jobs, increasing comrunity pride, increasing
property val ues, decreasing stress-related costs through stream
based recreation, restoring the health of the environnent and
providing future sites for conmmercial or industrial endeavors;
and

WHEREAS, Congress established the Abandoned M ne Recl anati on
Fund under Title IV of the Surface M ning Control and
Recl amati on Act of 1977 to reclaimareas abandoned before 1977
and the nodern environnmental standards requiring mne operators
to reclaimtheir sites; and

WHEREAS, The Surface M ning Control and Recl amation Act of
1977 inposed on coal operators a fee of 35¢ per ton on surface
m ned coal and 15¢ per ton on underground nmined coal to provide
a source of revenue for the Abandoned M ne Reclamation Fund to
hel p finance the reclamati on and renedi ati on of |ands m ned
prior to 1977; and

WHEREAS, The collection of fees on m ned coal applied to the
Abandoned M ne Recl amation Fund under Title IV of the Surface
M ning Control and Recl amation Act of 1977 was set to expire on
June 30, 2005, but is currently under extension to Septerber—30- <—
20605 JUNE 30, 2006; and <

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a has relied upon the Abandoned M ne
Recl amati on Fund as a primary source of noney to clean up toxic
mne water in our water supplies, restore |and, extinguish mne
fires and elim nate ot her dangerous abandoned m ne hazards;

therefore be it
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RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania nenorialize the Congress of
the United States to reauthorize the collection of fees on m ned
coal at the current levels to provide continued funding to the
Abandoned M ne Recl amation Fund to address abandoned m ne

hazards, pollution and scarred | andscapes i n Pennsyl vani a and
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ot her states.
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