SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2246 PRI NTER S NO. 4488

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 357 5

I NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO AND Bl RVELIN, JUNE 21, 2005

SENATOR VENGER, APPROPRI ATI ONS, | N SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS
AMENDED, JUNE 30, 2005
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

DIREg}TﬁEf;ﬁgﬁﬁgfﬁﬁa§$i§E GOVERNMENT COWMM SSI ON TO ESTABLI SH A <—

TASK FORCE ON CHI LD SAFETY.

WHEREAS, Sadly and suddenly, the life of three and a hal f-
year old Katie Elise Lanbert of Abington, Pennsylvania, was
cruelly taken on January 21, 2005, when an unanchored wardrobe
cabinet fell on top of her; and

WHEREAS, Each year, the lives of many innocent children Iike
Katie Elise Lanbert are tragically ended because of
uni ntentional injury-related deaths; and

WHEREAS, Unintentional injuries are a major public health
problemin the United States, causing an estimted 91, 000 deat hs
each year; and

VHEREAS, I n 2001, the National Center for Health Statistics

pl aced unintentional injuries as the | eading cause of death for

all individuals between the ages of 1 and 34; and
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WHEREAS, Unintentional injuries are responsible for nore
child deaths in one year than hom cide, suicide, congenital
anonal i es, cancer, heart disease, respiratory illness and HV
conbi ned; and

WHEREAS, The Nati onal SAFE KI DS Canpai gn reported that 5,526
children in the United States died fromunintentional injuries
in 2001. Shockingly, 45% of these deaths occurred in the hone;
and

WHEREAS, Unintentional injuries disproportionately affect

poor children and children under the age of four; and

apptances—and

WHEREAS, The Anerican Associ ation of Poison Control Centers
reports that accidental death from exposure to hazardous
househol d substances occurs mainly anong children and youth; and

WHEREAS, The Consumner Product Safety Conm ssion estinates
that 8,000 to 10, 000 people, predom nantly children, are injured
each year as the result of tipping furniture, often occurring
when children clinb onto, fall against or pull thenselves up on
items such as shel ves, bookcases, dressers, bureaus, desks,
chests, television stands and tel evision sets; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that the incidence and severity of
unintentional injury-related death and disability can be reduced
t hrough a conbi nati on of education, enactnent and enforcenent of

| egi sl ati on and regul ati ons and program eval uati on; and
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WHEREAS, To reduce further tragedy and | essen unintenti onal
injury-related death and disability in this Commonweal t h,
current |aws nust be strengt hened, proven strategies that have
an i npact on reducing unintentional injuries nust be inplenented
in all conmunities, and research on this topic nmust continue;
therefore—be+t AND <—
VWHEREAS, | T IS THE | NTENTI ON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT
THI' S TASK FORCE BE REFERRED TO AS THE KATI E ELI SE LAMBERT TASK
FORCE ON CHI LD SAFETY; THEREFORE BE I T

RESOLVED, (THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG, THAT THE <—
CENERAL ASSEMBLY DI RECT THE JO NT STATE GOVERNMENT COWM SSI ON TO
ESTABLI SH A TASK FORCE OF FOUR MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND FOUR
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES; AND BE I T FURTHER

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives, President pro
tenpore of the Senate and the Mnority Leader of the Senate

shall each appoint feur TWO nenbers to the conmi ssion; and be it <—

further
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RESOLVED, THAT THE TASK FORCE BE AUTHORI ZED TO CREATE AN <—
ADVI SORY COW TTEE TO ASSI ST THE TASK FORCE, TO | NCLUDE a par ent
or representative of a child severely injured or deceased due to
an unintentional injury-related death or disability; a board-
certified pediatrician acquainted in matters regarding
unintentional injury; a menber of a county child death review
team a child safety advocate whose work pronotes the prevention
of childhood injury; and a product and safety expert in the

manuf acturing industry; and be it further
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RESCLVED, THAT THE MEMBERS OF the conmi ssion shall elect from <—
their nmenbership a chairman; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion may hold hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary within this Commonweal th and that each nenber of the
conmmi ssion shall have the power to adm nister oaths and
affirmations to witnesses appearing before the conm ssion; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the nenbers of the conmm ssion shall receive no
conpensation for their services but shall be allowed their
actual and necessary expenses incurred in their capacity with
t he commi ssion; and be it further

_ I . I ' ded ‘g I -
I . L ssi-on: | be it f I

RESCLVED, That the conmi ssion prepare and submt to the House
of Representatives, the Senate and the Covernor a report of its
findings no | ater than Neverber—30,—2006 MARCH 31, 2007; and be <—
it further

RESCLVED, That the purpose of the final report shall be to
revi ew exi sting Pennsylvania | aws and regul ati ons to determ ne
their inpact on preventing unintentional injuries and recomend
reforns and policy proposals to strengthen existing |aws and
regul ations to reduce preventable deaths; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the final report shall contain findings and
recommendati ons to achieve this goal, including, but not Iimted

to, the follow ng subjects:
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(1) Statistics outlining the primary causes of
unintentional injury-related deaths and disabilities to
chi | dren.

(2) Individual behaviors and practices that can reduce
the risk of childhood injuries and make ot hers aware of
possi bl e injury hazards in the hone.

(3) Reconmendations to raise the awareness to parents
and ot her concerned citizens of the |oom ng threat of
unintentional injuries to their children.

(4) Suggestions pediatricians and other health care
providers can provide to patients during routine health
visits regarding safety practices in their homes to prevent
uni ntentional injuries.

(5) Information on the cost-effectiveness of strategies
to reduce injuries to children to better inform public debate
on the merits of these interventions.

(6) Feasibility of laws making it mandatory that warning
| abel s be applied to all assenbled and ready-to-assenble

furniture.
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