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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 153 5

| NTRODUCED BY LaCGROTTA, DeWEESE, SAI NATO, BELFANTI, BROWNE,
CALTAG RONE, CAWLEY, EACHUS, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, FREEMAN,
GEl ST, GEORGE, GOODVAN, CGRUCELA, MCALL, MELI O MJINDY
O NEI LL, PALLONE, PHI LLIPS, PISTELLA, READSHAW SCAVELLOG,
SHANER, SOLOBAY, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, Tl GUE, WALKO AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 16, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
MARCH 16, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investnent Authority and

t he Departnent of Environmental Protection to establish a

task force to study the feasibility of inplenmenting a water

resource restoration sponsorship program

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives is increasingly
concerned with the restoration and preservation of Commonweal th
streanms and wetl ands; and

WHEREAS, A current lack in funding is deterring the
Commonweal th fromreadily addressing this inportant
envi ronment al concern; and

WHEREAS, Chi o has established a program known as the Water
Resource Restoration Sponsor Programto permt comrunities to
provi de funding toward stream and wetl and restorati on and
preservation projects in conjunction with inprovenents and

repairs to wastewater collection systens and treatnent plants;

and
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WHEREAS, Any conmunity that receives a | oan for wastewater
treatnent or other inprovenents and agrees to sponsor a water
resource restoration project receives a reduction in their | oan
interest rate under the GChio program and

WHEREAS, The | oan recipient receives an additional reduction
inits interest rate as an incentive; and

WHEREAS, The | ower interest rate produces a net savings for
the | oan recipient over what the original |oan woul d have cost
to repay w thout the sponsorship; and

WHEREAS, Chio's program has successfully provided nore than
$35 million to nunerous restoration projects since its inception
in 2000; and

WHEREAS, O her states, including Washi ngton, M chi gan, O egon
and |l owa, have established simlar water restoration sponsorship
prograns; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that restoration and preservation
of streans and wetl ands throughout this Commonweal th receive
adequate funding to further protect and conserve the environnent
as a whole; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
Pennsyl vani a I nfrastructure Investnment Authority and the
Department of Environnmental Protection to establish a task force
to study the feasibility of establishing a water resource
restoration sponsorship programin this Conmonweal th; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the task force be urged to present its
findings to the General Assenbly.
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