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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2910 *55

| NTRODUCED BY Mcl LHI NNEY, BALDW N, BARRAR, BENNI NGHOFF, BUNT,
CALTAG RONE, COHEN, CRElIGHTQN, FAI RCHI LD, FLEAGLE, FREENMAN
GECRCGE, GOODVAN, HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, MANN
Mel LHATTAN, PHILLIPS, SIPTROTH, E. Z. TAYLOR TRUE, WATSON
AND WRI GHT, OCTOBER 17, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 17, 2006

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for instruction of voters; and
providing for right to use paper ballots.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1111-A of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
added July 11, 1980 (P.L.600, No.128), is anended to read:

Section 1111-A. Instruction of Voters.--(a) During the
thirty days next preceding an election at which any el ectronic
voting systemis to be used, the county board of elections shal

pl ace on public exhibition, in such public places and in such
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guantity and at such tines as it shall deem nost suitable for
the instruction and informati on of the voters of the county,
t hose conponents of the electronic voting systemwhich are used
by the voter, containing a sanple ballot designed for
i nstructional use. Such conmponents shall be under the charge and
care of a person conpetent as custodian and instructor. No
voti ng system conponent which is assigned for use in an el ection
shall be used for such public exhibition and instruction after
havi ng been prepared and seal ed for the el ection.

(b) At the polling place on the day of the election, each
voter who desires shall be instructed, by nmeans of appropriate
di agranms and a nodel, in the operation of the voting device

before he enters the voting booth and of the ability to conplete

a paper ball ot under section 1123-A. If any voter shall ask for

further instructions concerning the manner of voting after
entering the voting booth, any election officer may give him
audi bl e instructions wi thout entering such booth, but no such
el ection officer shall when giving such instructions in any
manner request, suggest or seek to persuade or induce any such
voter to vote any particular ticket or for any particul ar

candi date or other person or for or against any particul ar
guesti on.

(c) During the thirty days next preceding an el ecti on at

whi ch any el ectronic voting systemin which votes are regi stered

electronically is to be used, the county board of el ections

shal|l conduct a public educati on programto i nformvoters of

their right to conplete a paper ball ot under section 1123-A. The

county board of el ections shall place signs at each polling

pl ace notifying voters of their right to conplete a paper ball ot

under section 1123-A.
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Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1123-A. Ri ght to Use Paper Ballots.--(a)

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of this act, a voter in an

el ection district which uses an electronic voting systemin

to conplete a paper ball ot under this section.

(b)Y Paper ballots utilized under subsection (a) shall be

manual |y counted and shall not be entered into an el ectronic
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6
7
8
9

voting systemin any manner.

10 (c) Paper ballots utilized under subsection (a) shall be

11 printed for any election or office and the el ection shall be

12 conducted by the el ection officers provided for in this act and

13 the ballots counted and the return of the ballots made in the

14 manner required by |l aw for such offices insofar as paper ballots

15 are used.

16 Section 3. The follow ng provisions shall apply to elections

17 conducted after the effective date of this section:

18 (1) The anmendnent of section 1111-A of the act.
19 (2) The addition of section 1123-A of the act.
20 Section 4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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