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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2821 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO, Mcl LHATTAN, BEYER, CALTAG RONE, DALEY,
DALLY, DeLUCA, FABRI ZI O, FLAHERTY, FREEMAN, GERBER, HARHAI
HENNESSEY, KENNEY, LEACH, NAILOR, PETRARCA, PI CKETT,
Pl STELLA, PYLE, RAMALEY, READSHAW SAMUELSQON, SI PTROTH
STABACK, STETLER, TANGRETTI, J. TAYLOR, THOVAS, WATSON,
YOUNGBLOOD AND PETRI, JUNE 21, 2006

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 21, 2006
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, prohibiting operators from using handhel d nobil e
t el ephones.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 75 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 3316. Prohi biti ng use of handhel d nobil e tel ephones.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided i n subsection (b), no

driver shall operate any noving vehicle on a hi ghway of this

Commpnweal t h, which shall include Federal, State and nuni ci pal

hi ghways, whil e usi ng a handhel d nobil e tel ephone.

(b)Y Exception.--This section shall not apply to | aw

enforcenent officers and operators of energency vehicles when on

duty and acting in their official capacities.

(c) Defense.--1t shall be a defense to a prosecuti on brought
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for a violation of this section that the driver had reason to

fear for the driver's safety, was reporting a traffic acci dent

or was nmaking a "911" energency call.

(d) Penalty.--A person who violates this section conmts a

sunmary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay

a fine of $250.

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Handhel d nobil e tel ephone.” A nobile tel ephone other than a

hands-free nobil e tel ephone with which a user engages in a cal

usi ng at | east one hand.

"Hands-free nobil e tel ephone.” A nobile tel ephone that has

an internal feature or function, or that is equi pped with an

attachnent or additi on, whether or not permanently part of such

nmobi | e tel ephone, by which a user engages in a call w thout the

use of either hand, whether or not the use of either hand is

necessary to activate, deactivate or initiate a functi on of such

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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