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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 27 755"

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, ClI VERA, M COZZI E, KILLION, ADOLPH, TRUE
BARRAR AND RAYMOND, JUNE 15, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 15, 2006

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), entitled

"A supplenment to the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
entitled "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct
of the executive and admi nistrative work of the Commobnweal t h
by the Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or
aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative

of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the

Gover nor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of

certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and
ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determned,' inplenenting the addition
of section 4.1 to Article IV of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a; establishing the Ofice of Attorney General

el ected by the citizens and setting forth powers and duties
of the Attorney General; creating an Ofice of General
Counsel and providing for |egal services for Conmmonweal t h
agenci es; transferring, reorganizing or reconstituting
certain boards, conm ssions and agencies; placing certain
duti es upon the courts and district attorneys; repealing
certain acts and parts of acts and making appropriations,’
providing for witness relocation and protection.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of Cctober 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164),
known as the Commonweal th Attorneys Act, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 206.1. Wtness relocati on and protection.

(a) Statewi de witness rel ocation program --The Attorney

CGCeneral shall establish a Statewi de wi tness rel ocati on program

t hr ough which the Attorney General nmy provide for the

rel ocati on and other protection of a Conmbnweal th witness or a

potential Commpbnwealth witness in an official proceedi ng or

i nvestigation if the Attorney CGeneral deternines that an offense

causing harmto the witness is likely to be commtted. The

Attorney General may al so provide for the rel ocati on and ot her

protection of the immediate fam |y of or a person otherw se

cl osely associated with the witness or potential witness if the

famly or person nay al so be endangered on account of

partici pation of the witness in an official proceedi ng or

i nvestigati on. Expenditure of funds for rel ocati on and ot her

protecti on expenses nmay i nclude, but are not limted to,

energency and | ong-term housi ng, the actual costs of rel ocation

and assi stance with job procurenment and school transfers, as

deened appropriate by the Attorney General.

(b)Y Duration.--In connection with the rel ocati on and ot her

protection of a witness, a potential witness or an i nmedi ate

fam |y nenber or cl ose associate of a witness or potenti al

w tness, the Attorney CGeneral nay fund or take any action the

Attorney General determ nes to be necessary to protect the

person frombodily injury or to assure the person's health,

safety and welfare for as long as, in the judgment of the

Attorney General, the danger exists. The Attorney CGeneral nay
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termnate a witness's participation if agreed upon rules are

viol ated by the w tness.

(c) Referring agency requests for assistance.--Any district

attorney's office that determ nes a need for wi tness protection

in an official proceeding or investigati on nay request fundi ng

fromthe Attorney General for the rel ocati on and ot her

protection of a county witness, a potential w tness or an

i Mmedi ate fam |y menber or cl ose associate of a witness or

potential w tness. Requests shall be nade and approved in a

tinmely and equitabl e manner as established by the Attorney

Cener al .

(d) Authority of Attorney General.--The Attorney Ceneral nay

enter into contracts or other agreenents as nmay be necessary to

carry out this section. Any contract or agreenent whi ch woul d

result in the expenditure of funds may be entered into only to

the extent and in the anpbunt as nay be appropriated for such

pur poses by the CGeneral Assenbly.

(e) Inmmunity.--The Commonweal th, its officers and enpl oyees,

and State or county prosecuting attorneys or | aw enforcenent

agenci es shall not be subject to any civil liability for any

decision to provide or not to provide protection under this

secti on.

(f) Confidentiality.--All information subnmtted to or

collected by the Attorney CGeneral under this section shall be

confidential, shall not be considered a public record under the

act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), referred to as the

Ri ght -t o- Know Law, and shall not be subject to public

di scl osure.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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