PRINTER S NO. 3422

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2394 %%

I NTRODUCED BY MELI O, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BEYER, CALTAG RONE,
COHEN, DeWEESE, DI VEN, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEORGE
GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, JOSEPHS, LEACH, LEDERER, MANDERI NO,

PI STELLA, SI PTROTH, TANGRETTI, THOVAS AND YOUNGBLOOD,
JANUARY 26, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, JANUARY 26, 2006
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AN ACT

Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania

Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for reconnection of

servi ce.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1407 of Title 66 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 1407. Reconnection of service.

(a) Fee.--A public utility may require a reconnection fee
based upon the public utility's cost as approved by the
conmmi ssion prior to reconnection of service follow ng | awf ul
term nation of the service.

(b) Timng.--Wen service to a dwelling has been term nated
and provided the applicant has nmet all applicable conditions,
the public utility shall reconnect service as foll ows:

(1) Wthin 24 hours for erroneous term nations or upon

recei pt by the public utility of a valid nedica
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certification.

(2) Wthin 24 hours for term nations occurring after
Novenber 30 and before April 1.

(3) Wthin three days for erroneous term nations
requiring street or sidewal k di gging.

(4) Wthin [three days] 36 hours fromApril 1 to
Novenber 30 for proper term nations.

(5 Wthin [seven] three days for proper termnations
requiring street or sidewal k di gging.

(c) Paynment to restore service.--

(1) A public utility shall provide for and informthe
applicant or custonmer of a |ocation where the custoner can
make paynment to restore service.

(2) A public utility nmay require:

(1) Full paynment of any outstandi ng bal ance incurred
together with any reconnection fees by the custoner or
applicant prior to reconnection of service if the
custoner or applicant has an i nconme exceedi ng 300% of the
Federal poverty level or has defaulted on two or nore
paynent agreenments. If a customer or applicant with
househol d i ncone exceedi ng 300% of the Federal poverty
| evel experiences a |life event, the custonmer shall be
permtted a period of not nore than three nonths to pay
t he out standi ng bal ance required for reconnection. For
pur poses of this subparagraph, a |life event is:

(A) A job loss that extended beyond ni ne nonths.
(B) A serious illness that extended beyond nine
nont hs.

(C Death of the primary wage earner

(i) Full paynent of any reconnection fees together
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wi th repaynment over 12 nont hs of any outstandi ng bal ance
incurred by the custonmer or applicant if the customer or
appl i cant has an incone exceedi ng 150% of the Federal
poverty |l evel but not greater than 300% of the Federal
poverty | evel.

(tiit) Full paynment of any reconnection fees together
wi th paynent over 24 nonths of any outstandi ng bal ance
incurred by the custonmer or applicant if the customer or
appl i cant has an incone not exceeding 150% of the Federal
poverty level. A custonmer or applicant of a city natural
gas distribution operation whose househol d i ncone does
not exceed 135% of the Federal poverty |level shall be
reinstated pursuant to this subsection only if the
custoner or applicant enrolls in the custoner assistance
programof the city natural gas distribution operation
except that this requirenment shall not apply if the
financial benefits to such custoner or applicant are
greater if served outside of that assistance program

(d) Paynent of outstanding bal ance at prem ses.--A public
utility may al so require the paynent of any outstandi ng bal ance
or portion of an outstanding balance if the applicant resided at
the property for which service is requested during the tinme the
out st andi ng bal ance accrued and for the tinme the applicant
resi ded there.

(e) Approval.--A public utility may establish that an
applicant previously resided at a property for which residential
service is requested through the use of nortgage, deed or |ease
information, a commercially available consunmer credit reporting
service or other nethods approved as valid by the conm ssion.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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