PRINTER S N0 3090

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2216 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ALLEN, GOCDVAN, ARGALL, PHILLIPS, FAI RCH LD,
BELFANTI, ADCLPH, BAKER, BARRAR, BASTI AN, BELARDI, BEYER
BLACKWELL, BLAUM BOYD, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER,
CAWLEY, CLYMER, COHEN, COSTA, CRAHALLA, CURRY, DALEY, DALLY,
DeLUCA, DERMCDY, DeWEESE, J. EVANS, FABRIZI O FI CHTER
FLEAGLE, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, CEI ST, G NGRI CH, GOOD, GRUCELA,
HALUSKA, HANNA, HARHAI, HARRI' S, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HESS,
JOSEPHS, KAUFFMAN, KILLION, KIRKLAND, KOTI K, LEACH, LEH
MACKERETH, MAI TLAND, MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKOSEK,
McGEEHAN, Mol LHATTAN, S. M LLER, MUNDY, N CKOL, PETRARCA
PI CKETT, PISTELLA, PYLE, QUI GLEY, RAPP, READSHAW REED
REI CHLEY, ROEBUCK, RGOSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER
SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, R STEVENSOQON,
T. STEVENSQON, SURRA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR
THOMVAS, Tl GUE, TRUE, WALKO, WANSACZ, WLT, WRI GHT AND
YOUNGBLOOD, NOVEMBER 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, NOVEMBER 14, 2005
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AN ACT

Providing for State funding for the Low I ncone Home Energy
Assi stance Program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Low I ncone
Hone Ener gy Assistance State Assistance Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Since the creation of LIHEAP in 1981, the

Commonweal th has not contributed any State funds to this
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program

(2) O her states have recogni zed the need to suppl enent
t he Federal funds for home heating energy assistance with
state funds.

(3) Heating oil and propane gas conpani es and public
utilities that provide electricity and natural gas al so
recogni ze the need to contribute funds for energy assistance
by their establishnent of hardship funds.

(4) Because of the rising costs of hone heating, the
Commonweal th shoul d contribute State funds to suppl enent
LI HEAP in order to provide assistance to those eligible.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

"Hardship funds.” Funds established by a honme energy
provider or utility to provide cash assistance to those

rat epayers who have exhausted all other resources for paynent of

el ectricity, heating oil, natural gas or propane gas bills.
"Hone energy provider."™ A heating oil, propane gas conpany
or public utility that provides oil, electricity or natural gas

to ratepayers in this Comonweal t h.

"LI HEAP." The program established by Title XXVI of the
Omi bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-35, 42
U S.C 8 8621 et seq.) and adm nistered by the Departnment of
Public Welfare.

"Rat epayer.” A person in whose nane a residential service
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1 account is listed and who is prinmarily responsible for paynent

2 of a bill rendered for service.

3 Section 4. Conmmtnent.

4 The Commonweal th shal |l provide funding to LI HEAP equal to the
5 amount contributed by the stockhol ders, enpl oyees and ratepayers
6 of hone energy providers to their hardship funds as contained in
7 the nost recent data reported to the conm ssion or obtained

8 otherw se.

9 Section 5. Distribution.

10 The noney conmitted to LI HEAP shall be adm nistered by the

11 departnent in accordance with the cash assistance portion of

12 LI HEAP

13 Section 20. Effective date.

14 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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