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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1888 %

| NTRODUCED BY STURLA, SCLOBAY, NAILOR, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI,
Bl SHOP, BOYD, BROWAE, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CASORI O, CAUSER,
CAWLEY, CRAHALLA, DALEY, DALLY, DeWEESE, FABRIZI O, FRANKEL
GElI ST, GOCDMAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HESS, HUTCHI NSQON,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, KOTIK, LEACH, LEDERER, MANDERI NG
MANN, McGEEHAN, M CQOZZI E, MYERS, PICKETT, PISTELLA, READSHAW
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SAMUELSQON, SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SHANER
STABACK, THOVAS, TIGUE, WALKO, WATERS AND YOUNGBLOOD,
JULY 13, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, JULY 13, 2005
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AN ACT

Establ i shing a grant programfor nunicipal fire and energency
servi ces organi zations; and providing for grant funding.
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Grant Program
Section 502. Allocation of appropriated funds.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
CHAPTER 1
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
Section 101. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mini ci pal
Fire and Enmergency Services Organi zati on Grant Act.

Section 102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advanced |ife support services." The termshall have the
meani ng given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
known as the Energency Medical Services Act.

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.

"Basic |ife support services." The termshall have the
nmeani ng given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
known as the Energency Medical Services Act.

"Conmi ssioner." The State Fire Conm ssioner.

"Facility."” A structure or portion thereof intended for the
pur pose of storage or protection of firefighting apparatus,
anbul ances and rescue vehicles and rel ated equi pment and gear.
The term does not include neeting halls, social halls, social
roons, |ounges or any other facility not directly related to

firefighting or the furnishing of anbul ance or rescue services.
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"Grant program"” The Minicipal Fire and Emergency Services
Organi zati on Grant Program established in Chapter 3.

“Invalid coach.” The termshall have the nmeaning given to it
in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known as the
Emer gency Medi cal Services Act.

“Muni cipal fire and energency services organization." A fire
departnment, anbul ance service or rescue squad established,
operated and funded by a nunicipality within this Comobnweal th
whi ch provides fire protection or energency services. Energency
services provided by a nunicipal fire and energency services
organi zati on may include anbul ance and rescue services. The
anbul ance services may include basic |life support or advanced
|ife support services and the transportation of patients within
this Commonweal th. The term does not include any corporation,
associ ation or organization that is primarily engaged in the
operation of invalid coaches which are intended for the routine
transport of persons who are conval escent or otherw se
nonanbul atory and do not ordinarily require enmergency nedica
treatment while in transit. The rescue services may include
rescue services in response to fire, vehicle accidents and water
rescue efforts.

CHAPTER 3
MUNI Cl PAL FI RE AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ON
GRANT PROGRAM
Section 301. Establishnent.

The Muni ci pal Fire and Enmergency Services Organi zati on G ant
Programis established and shall be adm nistered by the agency
in consultation with the comm ssioner. Grants provi ded under
this programshall be used to inprove and enhance the

capabilities of nmunicipal fire and energency services
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organi zations to provide firefighting, anbulance and rescue
servi ces.
Section 302. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The
agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsyl vania Bulletin within 30 days of the effective date of
this section.

Section 303. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
a grant award to each eligible municipal fire and energency
servi ces organi zation for the foll ow ng:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the nunicipal fire
and energency services organization's facility and purchase
or repair of fixtures and furnishings necessary to nmaintain
or inprove the capability of the municipal fire and energency
services organi zation to provide fire, anmbul ance and rescue
servi ces.

(2) Repair or purchase of firefighting, anbulance or
rescue equi prent.

(3) Retirenment or reduction of debt associated with
paragraph (1) or (2).

(4) Training and certification of nmenbers.

(b) Limts.--

(1) Gants shall be not |ess than $10,000 and not nore
t han $1, 000, 000 per municipal fire and energency services
or gani zati on.

(2) Gants may be awarded on a pro rata basis if the

total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
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anount of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for this
pur pose.
(c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--

(1) The agency shall provide witten instructions and
gui delines for grants under this chapter to the fire chief
and president of each municipal fire and emergency services
organi zation in this Conmonwealth within 60 days of the
effective date of this section.

(2) Minicipal fire and energency services organi zations
seeking grants under this chapter shall submt conpleted
applications to the agency on or before Decenber 31, 2005.
The agency shall act to approve or disapprove the application
by May 1, 2006. Applications which have not been approved or
di sapproved by the agency by May 1, 2006, shall be deened
approved.

(d) Eligibility.--To receive grant funds under this chapter,
a municipal fire and enmergency services organi zation shall have
actively responded to one or nore fire or rescue energencies
since July 1, 2003, and nust sign an agreenent to actively
participate in the Pennsylvania Fire Information Reporting
System
CHAPTER 5
MUNI Cl PAL FI RE AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ON
CRANT PROGRAM FUNDI NG PROVI SI ONS
Section 501. Municipal Fire and Energency Services Organization
Grant Program
The sum of $8, 000, 000 of the anpunt appropriated to the
agency for the Minicipal Fire and Emergency Services
Organi zati on Grant Program shall be expended for the purpose of

maki ng grants to eligible municipal fire and emergency services
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1 organi zations pursuant to Chapter 3.

2 Section 502. Allocation of appropriated funds.

3 No noneys fromthe appropriation for municipal fire and

4 energency services organi zation grants shall be used for

5 expenses or costs incurred by the agency for the adm nistration
6 of the grant program authorized under Chapter 3.

7 CHAPTER 21

8 M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

9 Section 2101. Expiration of authority.

10 The authority of the agency to award grants under Chapter 3
11 shall expire June 30, 2006.

12 Section 2102. Effective date.

13 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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