PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 2196 PRI NTER S NO. 3853

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1729 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ROEBUCK, DeWEESE, MJUNDY, GRUCELA, E. Z. TAYLOR
STURLA, LEACH, CREIGHTON, BAKER, BELFANTI, Bl ANCUCCI,
CALTAG RONE, CRAHALLA, FRANKEL, FREENAN, GEI ST, GOODVAN,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, LEDERER, MANN, McCGEEHAN, THOVAS, TI GUE,
WATERS, WHEATLEY, YOUNGBLOOD, BENNI NGHOFF AND SI PTROTH,
JUNE 14, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 5, 2006

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

students—who—wthdrawfrom-school—

AVENDI NG THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), ENTITLED "AN <—
ACT RELATI NG TO THE PUBLI C SCHOOL SYSTEM | NCLUDI NG CERTAI N
PROVI SI ONS APPLI CABLE AS WELL TO PRI VATE AND PAROCHI AL
SCHOOLS; AMENDI NG REVI SI NG CONSOLI DATI NG AND CHANG NG THE
LAWS RELATI NG THERETO, " FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR COVPULSORY
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND FOR EXCEPTI ONS TO COVPULSORY SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE; AND REQUI RI NG ALL PUBLI C SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN TH' S
COMVONVEALTH TO CONDUCT | NTERVI EW6 FOR ALL STUDENTS WHO
W THDRAW OR ARE | LLEGALLY ABSENT FROM SCHOOL.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

=Y
o

=
=

=
N

=Y
w

[
D

=Y
(63}

=Y
(e}

=
\l

=Y
oo

=
O

N
o

N
=

N DN
w N

N
IS

N
(63}

N
(e}

N
~

N
oo

N
(o]

30

20050H1729B3853 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N
= O

SECTION 1. SECTION 1327 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949

=
N

(P.L.30, NO 14), KNOMW AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE CF 1949, IS

=Y
w

AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SUBSECTI ON TO READ:

H
o

SECTI ON 1327. COVWPULSCRY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. --* * *

=Y
(63}

(A1) A STUDENT WHO I S OQUT OF COVPLI ANCE WTH THI' S SECTI ON

=Y
(e}

SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COVPLETE AN | NTERVI EW I N ACCORDANCE W TH

=
\l

SECTI ON 1354. 1.

* * %

e
© 0o

SECTION 2. SECTION 1330 OF THE ACT, AMENDED MAY 11, 1949

N
o

(P.L.1195, NO 361), OCTOBER 21, 1965 (P.L.601, NO 312) AND

N
=

JANUARY 14, 1970 (1969 P.L.468, NO 192), IS AMENDED TO READ:

N
N

SECTI ON 1330. EXCEPTI ONS TO COVPULSCRY ATTENDANCE. --(A) THE

N
w

PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT REQUI RI NG REGULAR ATTENDANCE SHALL NOT

N
~

APPLY TO ANY CHI LD WHO- -

N
(63}

(1) HAS ATTAINED THE AGE OF SI XTEEN (16) YEARS, AND WHO I S

N
(e}

REGULARLY ENGAGED | N ANY USEFUL AND LAWFUL EMPLOYMENT OR SERVI CE

N
~

DURI NG THE TI ME THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS ARE I N SESSI ON, AND WHO HOLDS

N
oo

AN EMPLOYMENT CERTI FI CATE | SSUED ACCORDI NG TO LAW

N
(o]

(2) HAS BEEN EXAM NED BY AN APPROVED MENTAL CLINIC OR BY A
30 PERSON CERTI FI ED AS A PUBLI C SCHOCOL PSYCHOLOG ST OR
20050H1729B3853 - 3 -
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PSYCHOLOG CAL EXAM NER, AND HAS BEEN FOUND TO BE UNABLE TO
PROFI T FROM FURTHER PUBLI C SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, AND WHO HAS BEEN
REPORTED TO THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS AND EXCUSED, I N
ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATI ONS PRESCRI BED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON.

(3) HAS ATTAINED THE AGE OF FI FTEEN (15) YEARS AND | S
ENGAGED | N FARM WORK OR DOMVESTI C SERVI CE | N A PRI VATE HOVE ON A
PERM T | SSUED BY THE SCHOCOL BOARD OR THE DESI GNATED SCHOCL
OFFI G AL OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE CH LD S RESI DENCE, I N
ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATI ONS WHI CH THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C
I NSTRUCTI ON | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO PRESCRI BE;

(4) HAS ATTAI NED THE AGE OF FOURTEEN (14) YEARS AND IS
ENGAGED | N FARM WORK OR DOMVESTI C SERVI CE | N A PRI VATE HOVE ON A
PERM T | SSUED AS PROVI DED I N CLAUSE (3) OF THI S SECTI ON, AND WHO
HAS SATI SFACTORI LY COVPLETED, EI THER I N PUBLI C OR PRI VATE
SCHOCLS, THE EQUI VALENT OF THE H GHEST GRADE OF THE ELEMENTARY
SCHOCL ORGANI ZATI ON PREVAI LI NG I N THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS OF THE
DISTRICT IN VH CH HE RESIDES, |IF THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH A PERM T
HAS FI RST BEEN RECOMVENDED BY THE DI STRI CT SUPERI NTENDENT OF
SCHOCLS HAVI NG SUPERVI SI ON OF THE SCHOOLS OF THE DI STRI CT WHERE
SUCH CHI LD RESI DES, OR BY THE PRI NCl PAL OF THE PRI VATE SCHOCL
WHERE SUCH CHI LD IS ENROLLED, AND THE REASON THEREFOR HAS BEEN
APPROVED BY THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C | NSTRUCTI ON;

(5) EXCEPT IN DI STRICTS OF THE FOURTH CLASS AND THOSE OF THE
TH RD CLASS LOCATED VWHOLLY W THI N THE BOUNDARY LI NES OF A
TOMSH P, OR WTH N THE BOUNDARY LI NES OF A BOROUGH WHI CH HAS A
POPULATI ON OF LESS THAN FI VE HUNDRED (500) | NHABI TANTS TO THE
SQUARE M LE, RESIDES TWO M LES OR MORE BY THE NEAREST PUBLI C
H GAWAYS FROM ANY PUBLI C SCHOOL | N SESSI ON AND NO PROPER FREE
TRANSPORTATI ON |'S FURNI SHED TO SUCH CHI LD TO AND FROM SCHOOL.
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(B) A STUDENT WHO W THDRAWS UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL

COVPLETE AN I NTERVI EW I N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON 1354. 1.

SECTION 3. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:
SECTI ON 1354.1. | NTERVI EW REPORTS FOR W THDRAW NG AND

SCHOCOL PRI NCI PAL_AND GUI DANCE COUNSELOR TO CONDUCT OR ORDER AN

| NTERVI EW FOR EACH STUDENT WHO W THDRAWS OR IS I LLEGALLY ABSENT

FOR TEN (10) DAYS OR MORE, W THOUT LAWUL EXCUSE, FROM THAT

1
2
3
4
5 ILLEGALLY ABSENT STUDENTS.--(A) IT SHALL BE THE DUTY COF EVERY
6
7
8
9

SCHOOL DI STRICT. DURI NG THE | NTERVI EW THE STUDENT SHALL BE MADE

10 AWARE OF ALTERNATIVES TO W THDRAW NG FROM THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

11 | F THE STUDENT 1S LEGALLY W THDRAW NG AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON

12 1330, THE I NTERVI EW MUST BE DONE IN CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE

13 VERI FI CATI ON OF ANY WORK OR FARM PERM T I SSUED. |F THE STUDENT

14 1S NOT_IN COVPLI ANCE W TH THE COVPULSORY_ SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

15 PROVISIONS OF TH S ACT, AN I NTERVI EW MJST BE CONDUCTED THAT

16 FURTHER | NQUI RES AS TO WHY THE STUDENT IS ILLEGALLY ABSENT. A

17 STUDENT W THDRAW NG TO ATTEND A CHARTER SCHOOL, HOME EDUCATI ON

18 PROGRAM DAY SCHOOL OPERATED BY A BONA FI DE CHURCH OR OTHER

19 RELIGE OQUS BODY OR AN APPROVED | NSTI TUTI ON OF_HI GHER EDUCATI ON

20 SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO COVPLETE AN I NTERVIEWREQUI RED IN TH' S

21 SECTI O\

22 (B) ANY PARENT OR GUARDI AN OF A STUDENT OF COVPULSORY SCHOOL

23 AGE VHO IS W THDRAW NG OR I LLEGALLY ABSENT SHALL COMPLETE AN

24 | NTERVIEWON BEHALF OF THE STUDENT |F, AND ONLY |F, THE STUDENT

25 FAILS TO COVPLETE THE | NTERVI EW FI RST. THE | NTERVI EW VAY BE

26 CONDUCTED I'N PERSON OR VI A THE TELEPHONE AT A TI ME MOST

27 ACCOVMODATI NG FOR BOTH PARTIES. FAILURE OF A PARENT OR GUARDI AN

28 TO COVPLETE AN | NTERVI EW ON BEHALF OF THE CH LD OF THE PARENT OR

29 GUARDIAN WTHI N FI FTEEN (15) SCHOOL DAYS AFTER THE LAST DAY THE

30 CH LD ATTENDED SCHOOL 1S A VIOATION OF THI S SECTI ON AND THE
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SCHOOL DI STRICT NMAY IMPOSE A A VIL PENALTY I N ACCORDANCE W TH

SECTI ON _1333.

(C©) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH AND

DI STRI BUTE A STANDARD FORM TO BE COVPLETED BY A SCHOOL PRI NCI PAL

OR GUI DANCE COUNSELOR DURI NG AN | NTERVI EW THE FORM SHALL

REQU RE, BUT IS NOT LIMTED TO, THE FOLLON NG | NFORVATI ON:  NAME,

ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER, DATE OF BI RTH, MOST CURRENT STUDENT

| DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER, CURRENT GRADE LEVEL, SCHOOL NANME AND

DI STRICT, REASONS FOR W THDRAW NG,__NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE

NUMBER OF A PARENT OR GUARDI AN AND ANY OTHER | NFORNVATI ON THE

DEPARTMENT DEEMS NECESSARY. THESE FORMS MUST BE FILED W TH THE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WTHI N THI RTY (30) DAYS FOLLOWN NG THE

I NTERVI EW THE DATA COLLECTED FROM THE | NTERVI EWS5, EXCLUDI NG

SPECI FI C NAMES AND ADDRESSES AND ID'S, WLL BE USED IN

CONJUNCTI ON WTH THE ELECTRONI C DROPOUT/ GRADUATE REPORT ( EDGR),

A DATA REPORTI NG SYSTEM OR A REPORT OF EQUI VALENCE COVPI LED AND

DI STRI BUTED BY THE DI VI SI ON OF DATA SERVI CES OF THE DEPARTMENT

OF EDUCATION. IN ADDITION, THE | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE MADE PART OF

THE STUDENT' S PERVANENT RECORD. THE REPORT MJUST BE MADE PUBLI C

AT _THE END OF EACH FI SCAL YEAR.

(D) THE PROVI SIONS OF SECTI ONS 1356 AND 1357 SHALL NOT APPLY

TO THI S SECTI ON.

SECTION 4. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60 DAYS.
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