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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1729 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ROEBUCK, DeWEESE, MJUNDY, GRUCELA, E. Z. TAYLOR
STURLA, LEACH, CREIGHTON, BAKER, BELFANTI, Bl ANCUCCI,
CALTAG RONE, CRAHALLA, FRANKEL, FREENAN, GEI ST, GOODVAN,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, LEDERER, MANN, McGEEHAN, THOVAS, TI GUE
WATERS, WHEATLEY AND YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” requiring all public school districts
in this Coormonwealth to conduct exit interviews for al
students who wi t hdraw from school
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 1354. 1. Exit Interviews for Wthdrawi ng Students. - -

(a) It shall be the duty of every superintendent to conduct or

order an exit interview for each student who wi thdraws from t hat

school district. |If the student is between fourteen (14) and

si xteen (16) years of age and leqgally w thdrawi ng, the intervi ew

must be done in conjunction with the verification of any work or

farmpermt as provided in section 1330. If the student is not
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in conpliance with the conpul sory school attendance | aws and has

been absent w thout excuse for nore than three (3) days, an

i ntervi ew nust be conducted that further inguires as to why the

student is absent or dropping out.

(b) Any parent or quardi an of a student between ei ght (8)

and seventeen (17) years of age who is absent for a period

exceedi ng three (3) days and that absence is unexcused w | |

conplete an exit interview on behalf of the student if, and only

if, the student fails to conplete the interview first. The

i nterview may be conducted in person or via the tel ephone at a

ti me nost accommopdati ng for both parties. Failure of a parent or

guardi an to conplete an exit interview on behalf of their child

is a violation of this section and the school district nmay

i npose a civil penalty of fifty dollars ($50) to be used by the

school district to find the student and conpl ete the student's

records.

(c) The Departnent of Education shall establish and

distribute a standard formto be conpleted by a school

superi ntendent during an exit interview. The formshall require

the following mininmuminformati on: nane, address, tel ephone

nunber, date of birth, npst current student identification

nunber, current dgrade |evel, school nane and district, reason

for withdrawi ng and nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of a

parent or guardi an. These forns nmust be filed with the

Departnment of Education within fifteen (15) days foll owi ng the

exit interview. The data collected fromthe exit intervi ews,

excl udi ng specific nanes and addresses and ID's, will be used in

conjunction with the El ectroni c Dropout/ G aduate Report (EDGR),

a data reporting systemor a report of equival ence conpil ed and

distributed by the Division of Data Servi ces of the Departnent
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of Education. In addition, the informati on shall be nade part of

the student's pernanent record. The report must be nade public

1
2
3 at the end of each fiscal year.
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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