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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1722 %%

| NTRODUCED BY LESCOVI TZ, CALTAG RONE, W KELLER, S. MLLER
PRESTON, SCHRODER, STURLA, TI GUE AND YOUNGBLOCD
JUNE 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 14, 2005

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
2 act relating to the public school system including certain
3 provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al

4 school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
5 laws relating thereto," further providing for how school

6 districts are constituted, for classification of school

7 districts, for creation of new cities, boroughs and

8 townshi ps, for basis for and change of classification, for

9 changi ng the classification of a school district and the

10 ef fect of such change, for conbining school districts, for

11 property and i ndebtedness and rental obligations of forner

12 conmponent school districts, for change in school districts

13 and the effects of such change, for filing copy of action

14 creating new district, or affecting fourth class district,

15 for approval or disapproval of creation or change of third or
16 fourth class districts, for annexation to district of first
17 cl ass, for approval of contracts and changes after vote for
18 annexation, for tax levy or debt for buildings or grounds

19 pendi ng change of boundaries, etc., for small district
20 assi stance after conbination of school districts, for

21 establ i shment of independent districts for transfer of

22 territory to another school district, for am cabl e adjustnment
23 and apportionnment, for apportionnents and how and when to
24 make them for apportionment by comm ssioners, for

25 confirmation of report, effect and costs, for court to

26 di spose of exceptions, for apportionnent by bill in equity,
27 for districts in nore than one county, for purpose,

28 construction of subdivision, for educational perfornance

29 standards, for standards for organization of admnistrative
30 units, for subm ssion of plans, for independent school

31 districts, for approval of organizational plans, for

32 i ndependent district approval by State Board of Educati on,

33 for consolidation of nunicipalities, for Department of Public
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Instruction to prepare plans, for establishment of
reorgani zed school districts, for advance establishnent, for
property and i ndebtedness and rental obligations of forner
school districts; providing for advisory conmttees; further
provi di ng for nunber and appointnment in districts of the
first class A for school board in first class A school
districts, apportionnment of seats and nunbers, terns and

nmet hods for election of school directors in first class A
school districts, for nunber and election in districts of the
second, third and fourth classes, ternms of office, for

i ncunbent school directors and interimoperating conmttee,
for nunber and election in districts third class, terns of
of fice, for nunber and election in districts fourth cl ass,
ternms of office, for elections where district not coextensive
with, or in nore than one city, borough, town or township,
for newwy fornmed districts, for annexation of territory, for
appoi ntment in independent districts for transfer purposes,
terms of office, for filling of vacancies, for the beginning
of the school year and organization neetings, for districts
second, third and fourth class pernanent organization, for

el ection of officers, for records, etc., open to taxpayers,
for conpensation of the secretary of the board of school
directors, for duties, for conpensation for school
treasurers, for investnent of school district funds, for
copi es of school laws, for tenmporary energency war

provi sions, for tenporary energency provisions, for

educati onal broadcasting, for the closing of schools or
departnents, for establishnment and operation of educati onal
tel evision and broadcasting facilities and for free
transportation; and maeki ng editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 201 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended Cct ober
21, 1965 (P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:

Section 201. How Constituted.--Al school districts shal
remain as now constituted until changed as authorized by this
act. Except as otherw se now or hereafter constituted, each

[city, incorporated town, borough, or township] county or groups

of counties in this Commonweal th, now existing or hereafter

created, shall constitute a separate school district, to be
desi gnat ed and known as the "School District of

........................ "[:" Provided, That where any city,

i ncor porated town, borough, or township, or a part of the school
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1 district remaining after its separation would constitute a third
2 or fourth class school district, it shall remain a part of the

3 school district to which it fornerly belonged until the change

4 to a new school district is approved by the Council of Basic

5 Education, as hereinafter provided.]

6 Section 2. Section 202 of the act, anended June 22, 2001

7 (P.L.530, No.35), is anended to read:

8 Section 202. dassification.--The several school districts

9 of the Comonwealth are hereby divided into five classes, as

10 foll ows:

11 Each school district having a population of one mllion

12 (1,000,000), or nore, shall be a school district of the first

13 cl ass;

14 Each school district having a population of two hundred fifty
15 thousand (250,000), or nore, but of |less than one mllion

16 (1,000,000), shall be a school district of the first class A

17 Each school district having a population of thirty thousand
18 (30,000), or nore, but of less than two hundred fifty thousand
19 (250,000), shall be a school district of the second cl ass;
20 Each school district having a popul ation of five thousand
21 (5,000), or nore, but of less than thirty thousand (30, 000),
22 shall be a school district of the third class.
23 [ Each school district having a popul ation of |less than five
24 thousand (5,000) shall be a school district of the fourth
25 class.]
26 Section 3. Section 203 of the act, anended Cctober 21, 1965
27 (P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:
28 [ Section 203. Creation of New Cities, Boroughs, and
29 Townshi ps.--Wen a new school district is forned by the creation

30 of a newcity, borough, or township, the court of comon pl eas
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having jurisdiction shall determine and enter in its decree the
class of school districts to which such new district, if forned,
shall belong, and if of the first, first class A or second
class, it shall thereupon beconme a new school district of such
class. If the newy created city, borough, or township woul d
constitute a school district of the fourth class, the court of
common pl eas having jurisdiction shall so certify and a new
school district shall be forned only if and when it is approved
by the Council of Basic Education as hereinafter provided.]

Section 4. Section 204 of the act, reenacted and anmended
July 3, 1957 (P.L.455, No.253) and anended August 11, 1959
(P.L.667, No.217), is anended to read:

Section 204. Basis for and Change of C assification.--Except
as provided in clause (2) of this section, the last United
States census, as set forth in the official report thereof,
shall be the basis on which the popul ation of the several school
districts shall be conputed. A change from one class of school
district to another shall be nmade in the foll owi ng cases, and in
no other: --

(1) After the taking of a United States census show ng the
popul ati on of any school district to be such as to entitle it to
be changed from one class of school district to another;

(2) Wen a district, which at a decennial census, had
sufficient population to entitle it to an advance to anot her
class of district, has since suffered a | arge decrease in
popul ati on, or which at a decennial census did not have
sufficient population to entitle it to an advance to anot her
class of district and has since increased in population, a
census of the district nay be authorized by the board of school

directors of the district, and, if it shall appear that said

20050H1722B2189 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

di strict has not the required population to remain in the class
in which the same then is or if it shall appear that the
district has sufficient population to entitle it to advance to
anot her class of district, the [Superintendent of Public

Instruction] Secretary of Education, on the request of the board

of school directors and upon receipt of the facts disclosed by
said census, may issue his proclamation declaring such district
to be of the class to which it properly bel ongs, as disclosed by
t he census of the school board.

(3) Were the population of two districts conbi ned
subsequent to the taking of a United States census and
ascertai ned by such census is such as to entitle the new or
conbined district to be in a class different fromthe class of
either of the districts so conbined.]|;

(4) \Were, since the |ast preceding United States census,
any territory has been annexed to any city, borough, town, or
t ownshi p, whereby the popul ati on of such city, borough, town, or
t ownshi p has been i ncreased, and the popul ati on of such annexed
territory cannot be ascertained fromthe | ast precedi ng census
of the United States, the directors of the school districts
affected by such annexation may apply to the court of common
pl eas for the appoi ntnment of a conm ssioner to nake an
enuneration of the popul ati on of such annexed territory. The
court shall certify the population of the annexed territory so
ascertained, together with the popul ation of the city, borough,
town, or township, as shown by the |last preceding United States
census, to the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The cost of
t he proceedi ng, including reasonabl e conpensation for the
conmmi ssioner, to be fixed by the court, shall be paid by the

school district.]
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Section 5. Section 205 of the act is anmended to read:

Section 205. Change of C ass; How Effected.--Wenever it
shal | appear, in any case hereinafter enunerated, that the
popul ati on of any school district in this Commonwealth is such

that it should be included in another class of school districts,

t he [ Superintendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of
Education shall issue a certificate to said school district to
that effect, and such school district shall, with the begi nning
of the next school year after said certificate has been issued,
beconme a school district of the class to which it properly

bel ongs. The provisions of this section shall apply when[:--

(1) The Superintendent of Public Instruction] the Secretary

of Education, after the taking of each United States census, has

canvassed the sane, so far as it relates to the popul ati on of
t he several school districts, which he is hereby required to do.
[;

(2) Territory conprising a separate school district is
annexed to a city, borough, or township, and the decree of the
court or the vote of the electors effecting such annexati on has
been certified to the Superintendent of Public Instruction;

(3) Territory has been annexed to a city, borough, town, or
townshi p, and enuneration of the popul ation of such annexed
territory has been nade. ]

Section 6. Sections 224 and 225 of the act, anended Decenber
7, 1965 (P.L.1034, No.385), are anmended to read:

Section 224. Conbination of School Districts.--Any two or
nore county school districts [or adm nistrative units] may
conbine to create a |l arger school district. The board of school

directors of each school district desiring to formsuch a

conbi nation shall, by a majority vote, adopt a resolution
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outlining the areas to be conbined and file an application for
approval with the [Superintendent of Public Instruction]

Secretary of Education. The [Superintendent of Public

Instruction] Secretary of Education shall place on the agenda of

the State Board of Education each such application for its
consi derati on.

The State Board of Education shall review each application
upon its agenda and approve such applications as it deens w se
in the best interest of the educational system of the
Conmonweal t h.

The State Board may continue the application on its agenda
and may permt any school district or interested party,
aggrieved by the petition, to file its objection. Such objection
shall set forth the basis for and facts of aggrievenent.

If an application is not approved it shall be returned to the
applying districts for resubm ssion in accordance with such
recommendati ons as may be attached thereto.

When an application receives approval, the State Board of
Education shall direct the [Superintendent of Public

Instruction] Secretary of Education to issue a certificate

creating the new school district, listing the name, constituting
conponents, classification and effective date of operation.
Section 225. Property and I ndebtedness and Rent al
ol i gations of Former Conponent School Districts.--Al real and
personal property, indebtedness and rental obligations to an
approved building authority or nonprofit corporation, if any, of
former school districts formng a new school district,
constituted after July 1, [1966] 2008, shall becone the
property, indebtedness, and rental obligations of such newy

constituted school district. Al rights of creditors agai nst any
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of the conmponent former school districts shall be preserved
agai nst the new school district. Al property theretofore vested
in the conponent forner school districts, and all debts and
taxes ow ng to the conponent fornmer school districts,
uncol l ected in the several conponent forner school districts,
and all noneys in the treasuries of the component former school
districts, shall be paid to the treasurer of the newy
constituted school district.

Section 7. Section 226 of the act is anmended to read:

[ Section 226. Change in Districts; Wen Effective.--1f any
new school district is made by the creation of any city,
bor ough, township, or independent school district, or by the
annexation of territory conprising a separate school district to
a city, or borough, or township, or if the boundary |ines of any
school district are changed, by reason of the changi ng of the
boundary |ines of any city, incorporated town, borough,
townshi p, or independent school district, then, in any such
case, the change, so far as it relates to school districts or
school affairs, shall take effect at the beginning of the first
school year after such new city, borough, township or
i ndependent school district has been created, or such annexation
ef fected, or such change in boundary |ines permanently
ef fected. ]

Section 8. Section 227 of the act, amended May 11, 1949
(P.L.1089, No.320), is anended to read:

[ Section 227. Filing Copy of Action Creating New District,
or Affecting Fourth Class District, with Superintendent of
Public Instruction.--Wenever a new school district is created
by the creation of a new city, borough, township, or independent

school district, or by the consolidation of two or nore
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districts as a union district, or an existing school district of
the third or fourth class is affected by the annexation to a
city, or borough, or township, of territory included within a
school district of the third or fourth class, the clerk of the
courts or other proper officer shall, within ten days
thereafter, nake a certified copy of the petition therefor,
agreenent, or ordinance, and the decree or order creating such
new city, borough, township, or independent school district, or
uni on school district, or of the decree of the court or vote of
the el ectors affecting such annexation, and mail the same to the
Superi ntendent of Public Instruction, Department of Public
Instruction, Harrisburg, Pennsylvani a.]

Section 9. Section 228 of the act, anended Cctober 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:

[ Section 228. Approval or Disapproval of Creation or Change
of Third or Fourth Cass Districts.--(a) If the newy created
city, borough, or township, or independent school district, or
uni on school district, or the part of a school district
remai ning after the separation would constitute a school
district of the third or fourth class, the receipt of said
certified copy shall be deened an application for the creation
of a new school district of the third or fourth class or change
in the boundaries of an existing school district of the third or
fourth class, and the Superintendent of Public Instruction
shall, within sixty days thereafter, notify the schoo
districts, which will be affected that an application has been
received and that a tinme and place for hearing the application
will be determ ned upon receipt of request from any such
district. If no such request is filed within thirty days, the

Departnment of Public Instruction nmay certify approval of the
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application without a hearing. At the hearing, if one is
requested, the proper officials of or the counsel for the
districts shall present to the council, or its designated
representative, the reasons for approval or disapproval of the
application, and the council shall then determ ne whether such
new school district, or independent school district, or union
school district, or change in the boundaries of an existing
school district of the third or fourth class, is desirable, and
whet her the welfare of the pupils within the territory affected
thereby will be pronoted by the creation of such district or
change in the boundaries of such existing district.

(b) If the council shall approve such application, it shal
certify its findings and its approval of such new district or
change in such existing district thereon, and transnmt a
certified copy thereof to the clerk of the courts or other
proper officer fromwhomthe application was recei ved, who shal
file the same in such original proceedi ngs, whereupon unless an
appeal is filed with the State Board of Education the new city,
bor ough, or township will beconme a new school district of the
third or fourth class, or the school district of the third or
fourth class remaining after such annexation shall constitute a
separate school district as so changed.

(c) If, in the judgnent of the council, the application
shoul d not be granted, it shall endorse thereon "not approved,"
and transmt a certified copy thereof to the clerk of the courts
or other proper officer fromwhomthe application was received,
who shall file the sanme in the original proceedings. In such
event, if no appeal to the State Board of Education is filed
wi thin ninety days, the action of the council is final and the

boundari es of the existing school district shall remain
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unchanged. Wthin ninety days after the decision of the council,
ten taxabl es of any school district affected by the council's
deci sion may appeal to the State Board of Education in which
case the board, for cause shown, may vacate such refusal, and
may approve the creation of such new district of the third or
fourth class or change in boundaries of an existing district of
the third or fourth class. After the el apse of five years from
the date of any refusal by the Council of Basic Education to
approve an annexation for school purposes, the council shal
reconsi der its decision upon petition of ten taxables of any
school district affected by the council's decision.]

Section 10. Section 229 of the act, anended May 13, 1949
(P.L.1332, No.397), is anended to read:

[ Section 229. Annexation to District of First d ass.--
Whenever hereafter the territory conprising a school district of
the second, third, or fourth class is annexed to a city
conprising a school district of the first class or of the first
class A, the annexed school district shall imediately becone
merged in and becone a part of said school district of the first
class or of the first class A ]

Section 11. Sections 230 and 231 of the act are anended to
read:

[ Section 230. Approval of Contracts and Changes after Vote
for Annexation.--Were, under the provisions of any act of
Assenbly, an election shall be held for and agai nst the
annexation of territory conprising a school district of the
second, third, or fourth class, to a city conprising a separate
school district, and, if it shall appear by the vote when
counted that a majority has voted for said annexation and the

result of said election shall have been certified to the court
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of quarter sessions having jurisdiction of the proceedings, the
board of school directors of said annexed school district shal
not thereafter make any change in textbooks, or adopt additional
t ext books, or contract for any new school sites, or |et any
contract for the erection, enlargenent, alteration, equipnent,
or furnishing, of any new school sites, or |let any contract for
the erection, enlargenent, alteration, equipnment, or furnishing,
of any school building, wthout the approval of the board of
school directors of the said school district of such annexing
city.]

Section 231. Tax Levy or Debt for Buildings or Gounds
Pendi ng Change of Boundaries, etc.--Wile proceedings are
pending in court for the [changing of any boundary |ines of any
city, incorporated town, borough, or township, or the creation

of any new city, borough, or township,] nerging of the original

school districts into county-wi de or regional school districts,

t he board of school directors in every school district to be

af fected by such change of boundary |lines or creation of a new
muni ci pality shall be permtted to | evy and assess a school tax
and i ncur debts for the purpose of purchasing ground or building
or enlarging a school building, in the same manner as though
such proceedi ngs were not pending in court for the [changing of
any boundary lines of any such city, incorporated town, borough,
or township, or the creation of any new city, borough, or

townshi p.] nerging of the original school districts into county-

wide or reqgional districts.

Section 12. Section 233 of the act, added July 10, 1987
(P.L. 286, No.50), is anended to read:
Section 233. Small District Assistance after Conbination of

School Districts.--If two or nore [school districts] counties
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conbine to create a [new] regional school district and at | east

[one] fifty-one percent of the districts which conbined to

create that new school district was eligible for small district
assi stance for the last school year prior to the conbination

t he new school district shall receive, for each of the first
five school years after the conbination, in addition to any

ot her paynments by the Commonweal th, an anmount equal to either
the total of the small district assistance for which all of the
districts were eligible for the | ast school year prior to
conbining to create that new school district or the snal

di strict assistance for which that new school district is
eligible, whichever is greater.

Section 13. Section 242.1 of the act, anmended Decenber 19,
1967 (P.L.865, No.383), is anended to read:

[ Section 242.1. Establishnment of |ndependent Districts for
Transfer of Territory to Another School District.--(a) A
majority of the taxable inhabitants of any contiguous territory
in any school district or school districts, as herein
established, may present their petition to the court of conmmon
pl eas of the county in which each contiguous territory, or a
greater part thereof, is situated, asking that the territory be
establ i shed as an i ndependent district for the sole purpose of
transfer to an adjacent school district contiguous thereto.
Where the territory described in any such petition is to be
taken fromtwo or nore school districts, such petition shall be
signed by a mgjority of all the taxable inhabitants of the part
of each school district which is to be included in such
i ndependent district for transfer. Such petitions shall set
forth a proper description of the boundaries of the territory to

be included in such proposed i ndependent district, and the
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reasons of the petitioners for requesting such transfer to
anot her school district and the nane of the district into which
its territory is proposed to be pl aced.

The court shall hold hearing thereon, of which hearing the
school district or districts out of whose territory such
proposed i ndependent district is to be taken and the school
district into which the territory is proposed to be assigned,
shall each have ten days notice. In all cases where an
i ndependent district is proposed for transfer from one school
district to another, the nerits of the petition for its
creation, froman educational standpoint, shall be passed upon
t he Superintendent of Public Instruction and the petition shal
not be granted by the court unless approved by him The court of
common pl eas shall secure the reaction fromthe Superintendent
of Public Instruction upon receipt of the petition properly
filed.

The court, in its decree establishing such i ndependent
district for transfer purposes, shall also determ ne the anount,
if any, of the indebtedness and obligations of the school
district, fromwhose territory such independent district is
taken, that said district shall assune and pay, and, a statenent
prorating the State subsidi es payabl e between or anong the
|l osing district or districts and the receiving district.

In all cases where such proceedings result in the creation
and transfer, by decree of the court, of an independent
district, the cost and office fees shall be paid by the
petitioners or, otherw se, by the receiving district. Such
i ndependent districts created under the provisions of this act
shall not become an operating school district but will be

created for transfer of territory only.
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(b) In the case of independent districts established
hereafter, the court of common pleas shall notify the county
board of school directors regarding receipt of petition for such
establ i shment and shall direct said board to prepare a statenent
of acceptance or rejection of the proposed placenent of the
district in the designated adm nistrative unit of the county
pl an; such statenent to be transmitted to the court and to the
State Board of Education.]

Section 14. Section 271 of the act, amended October 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:

[ Section 271. Am cabl e Adjustnment and Apportionnment.--1n any
case where (1) any school district is abolished and its | and
reverts to or becones a part of two or nore school districts, or
(2) any land heretofore annexed to one school district is nade a
part of the district in which it is located, or (3) a new
district is nade by the creation of a new city, borough,
townshi p, or independent school district, out of one or nore
school districts, or (4) the boundary lines of any district are
changed by the changi ng of the boundary lines of any city,

i ncor porated town, borough, township, or school district, or (5)
any part of any school district is merged with any ot her
district or districts or parts thereof, then, in any such case,
t he school districts to which |and has been annexed or from

whi ch | and has been taken, or which have been newly created,
shall make a just and proper adjustnment and apportionment of al
school property, real and personal, including funds, as well as
i ndebt edness, and rental obligations to an approved school

buil ding authority, if any, to and anong such school districts.
Such adjustnment and apportionnent shall be nmade as of the date

of the decree or order creating such new city, borough,
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townshi p, or school district, or of the decree of the court or
vote of the electors effecting such annexation or nerger, or the
first Monday of July follow ng approval by the Council of Basic
Educati on of the annexation for school purposes.]

Section 15. Sections 272 and 273 of the act, anended August
22, 1961 (P.L.1022, No.460), are anended to read:

[ Section 272. Apportionnments; How and When Made. --1n nmaki ng
such adjustnment and apportionment of property, indebtedness, and
rental obligations to an approved school building authority, the
anount and assessed val ue of | and acquired by or taken from such
districts, as conpared with the amobunt and assessed val ue of the
other land in the districts, as well as the value of the school
grounds, together with the buildings thereon, and the furniture
and equi pmrent therein, and other school property in such
districts, shall be taken into consideration in determning the
anount, if any, that shall be paid by one district to another,
or in apportioning the indebtedness, and rental obligations to
an approved school building authority, if any, that shall be
assunmed and paid by any of the districts. Such adjustnment and
apportionment of property and liability shall be nade by the
boards of school directors of the several districts concerned,
before or during the first school year after such boundaries
have been changed.

Section 273. Apportionnent by Conmi ssioners.--In case the
boards of school directors of the several school districts
cannot nmake am cabl e apportionnent and adj ustnent of their
property, indebtedness and rental obligations to an approved
school building authority, before or during the first school
year beginning after any such change in their boundary lines is

made, any one of such school districts may, at any tine within
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t he succeedi ng school year, present its petition to the court of
common pleas of the county in which such school district is
| ocated. The court shall appoint three disinterested
commi ssioners, residents and taxpayers of the county, not
residing in either of the districts whose boundary |ines are
changed. Such conm ssioners, after a hearing, shall nake a
report to the court, making an apportionnent and adj ustnent,
according to the provisions of this act, of all school property,
as well as indebtedness, and rental obligations to an approved
school building authority, if any, to and anong the several
school districts fromwhich or to which | and has been taken or
added, or which have been newy created, as the case nay be.
Said report shall state the anpunt, if any, that shall be due
and payable fromone district to another, as well as the anopunt
of indebtedness, and rental obligations to an approved school
buil ding authority, if any, that shall be assumed by any
district. Due notice of such hearing shall be given to the
several districts interested as the court may direct.]

Section 16. Sections 274, 275, 276 and 277 of the act are
amended to read:

[ Section 274. Confirmation of Report; Effect; Costs.--The
conmmi ssioners shall give the several districts interested at
| east five (5) days' notice of the filing of their report.
Unl ess exceptions are filed thereto by any district interested
within thirty (30) days after the filing thereof, the sanme shal
be confirned by the court absolutely. Any sum awarded by said
report to any school district shall be a legal and valid claim
inits favor against the school district charged therewith. The
anount of debt, if any, apportioned to any school district shal

be a |l egal and valid clai magainst such district charged
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therewith. Upon the report of the comm ssioners being confirnmed,
such cl ai rs or indebtedness charged agai nst any school district
may be collected in the same manner as a judgnent is collected
agai nst any school district.

Such conmmi ssioners shall be allowed three dollars ($3) per
day for each day actually spent by themin the perfornmance of
their duties, together with their actual necessary expenses. Al
costs and expenses of such proceedi ng shall be apportioned by
the court, to and anong the several school districts, as it
shal | deem proper.

Section 275. Court to Di spose of Exceptions.--In case
exceptions are filed to the report of the conmm ssioners, the
court shall dispose of the same, taking testinony therein, if it
deens advi sabl e. The decision of the court thereon shall be
final and binding on the several districts, w thout any right of
appeal .

Section 276. Apportionnent by Bill in Equity.--1f the
respective school districts shall neglect or refuse to petition
the court for the appointnment of comm ssioners to secure an
apportionment and adjustnment within the period of the second
year, as herein provided, either of said school districts, or
any ten resident citizens owning taxable property within either
of said school districts, may file a bill in equity at any tine
within six (6) years fromthe date of said change in boundary
lines, in the nane of the school district or for the use of the
school district, against the other school district, in the court
of conmon pl eas of the proper county, to have such indebtedness
apportioned and adjusted, and setting forth the facts upon which
any claimof anobunts due shall be nmade in accordance with the

manner of adjustnent set forth in the preceding sections of this
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act. Such case shall be proceeded with in accordance with the
equity rules and a decree of dism ssal or of paynent shall be
made after due hearing by the court, subject to further right of
appeal, as allowed by |aw.

Section 277. Districts in More Than One County.--In cases in
whi ch such districts are situated in two or nore counties, the
court of common pleas of the county in which the largest part in
area of the |and annexed to or taken fromany district is
situated shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the matter. If
conmmi ssioners are to be appointed, the court nmay appoint the
commi ssioners fromany one or all such counties.]

Section 17. Sections 290, 290.1, 291 and 292 of the act,
added August 8, 1963 (P.L.564, No.299), are anended to read:

Section 290. Purpose; Construction of Subdivision.--The
purpose of this subdivision is to provide a flexible framework
and effective and orderly nmeans whereby the administrative units
of the Commonweal th's public school system can be expeditiously

reorgani zed into county-w de or regional school districts. Wile

deeply inpressed with the continuous dedi cated responsibility
exerci sed over the last century by the citizenry through their

| ocal boards of school directors, the General Assenbly nust al so
be cogni zant of the responsibility placed upon it by Article X,
section 1 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania which requires in
part, that "The General Assenbly shall provide for the

mai nt enance and support of a thorough and efficient system of
public schools, wherein all the children of the Comobnweal th

above the age of six years nay be educated ...." As the evidence
denonstrat es beyond reasonabl e di spute that the present
adm ni strative systemof [nore than two thousand (2,000)] five

hundred and one (501) school districts is incapable of providing
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adequat e education and appropriate training for all of the
children of the Commonweal th above the age of six, the General
Assenbly hereby renews its dedication to its responsibility of
provi ding a thorough and efficient system of public schools

wi thin the Commonwealth. It is hereby declared to be the purpose
and intention of the General Assenbly to establish the
procedures and provide for the standards and criteria under

whi ch school directors and district admnistrators and county
boards of school directors and county adm nistrators shall have
t he power and bear the duty of [determ ning the appropriate

adm nistrative units to be created in each county] creating in

each county, or counties, a school district to carry out the

responsi bilities shared by them and the General Assenbly[,] of

educating and training each child within [his] the child's

capacity to the extent demanded by the inmedi ate requirenents of
growt h and strengthening of this Cormmonweal th and nation. Only
where such local officials fail to act, or act arbitrarily
outside of the standards and criteria provided for in the
sections follow ng, shall the Conmonweal th through its duly

aut hori zed agencies and officials act to insure conpliance with
law within the powers set forth below and as restricted therein.
The inmprovenents in the educational system hereby obtained are
not to be construed as a final resolution of organizational

probl enms. Local school officials as agents of the General
Assenbly are directed to continually review organi zati ona
patterns and adopt w thout delay all changes which wll

accel erate the progress of public education. It is further
declared to be the purpose and intention of the General Assenbly
that the above may be used in construing and arriving at

| egislative intent with respect to the provisions of this
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subdi vi si on.

[ Section 290.1. Educational Performance Standards.--To
i npl enment the purpose of this subdivision, the State Board of
Educati on, as soon as possible and in any event no | ater than
July 1, 1965, shall develop or cause to be devel oped an
eval uati on procedure designed to nmeasure objectively the
adequacy and efficiency of the educational prograns offered by
t he public schools of the Comonweal th. The eval uati on procedure
to be devel oped shall include tests neasuring the achi evenents
and performance of students pursuing all of the various subjects
and courses conprising the curricula. The eval uati on procedure
shall be so constructed and devel oped as to provide each school
district with relevant conparative data to enable directors and
adm nistrators to nore readily appraise the educati onal
performance and to effectuate wi thout delay the strengthening of
the district's educational program Tests devel oped under the
authority of this section to be adm nistered to pupils shall be
used for the purpose of providing a uniformeval uation of each
school district and the other purposes set forth in this
subdi vi sion. The State Board of Education shall devise
per formance standards upon the conpletion of the eval uation
procedure required by this section.]

Section 291. Standards for Organization of [Adm nistrative

Units] County-wi de or Regional School Districts.--The State

Board of Education, within ninety (90) days of the effective
date of this anending act, shall adopt standards for approval of
[adm nistrative units,taking into consideration the follow ng
factors: topography, pupil population, conmunity
characteristics, transportation of pupils, use of existing

school buil dings, existing admnistrative units, potenti al
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popul ati on changes and the capability of providing a

conpr ehensi ve program of education.] county-w de or regional

school districts.

Section 292. Subm ssion of Plans.--Each county board of
school directors, on or before July 1, [1964] 2006, shal
prepare a plan of organization of adm nistrative units for the
county, conforming to the standards for approval of

[adm nistrative units] county-wi de or regional school districts

adopted by the State Board of Education. The plan shall be
submtted to the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education
not less than thirty (30) days nor nore than sixty (60) days
after it is prepared. [Any school district which considers
itself aggrieved by the plan nay set forth its specific
objections in a petition which shall be served by registered or
certified mil on the secretary of the county board of school
directors. Al such petitions filed shall be appended to the
plan prior to subm ssion to the Departnent of Public
Instruction. No plan of organization of adm nistrative units
shall be submtted which violates any witten agreenent entered
into by several school districts for the establishnment of a
joint school or departnent, unless the agreenent is anended to
provide that it shall be discontinued at the tine the proposed
adm nistrative unit is deenmed established as a school district.
A plan of organization of adm nistrative units shall be deened
to violate a witten agreenent entered into by several school
districts for the establishnent of a joint school or departnent
only when it fornulates an adm nistrative unit, which in whole
or in part conprises less than all of the school districts

j oi ned by such agreenent. In preparing its plans, a county board

of school directors shall confer with school directors and
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adm nistrators of all school districts of the county, and may
confer with the staff of the Departnment of Public Instruction
and upon witten request shall confer with other interested
persons. Each plan shall assure the continuity of special
education and area techni cal school prograns by providing
speci al education and area technical school attendance areas
established in accordance with standards approved by the State
Board of Educati on.

Each county board of school directors which prepared and
submtted to the Departnent of Public Instruction prior to
January 1, 1963, a plan of organization of adm nistrative units
for the county, shall, in conpliance with the provisions hereof,
reconsi der such plan and submt the sane or a revised plan on or
before July 1, 1964, irrespective of the action taken on the
prior plan. In those cases where the prior plan was approved by
the State Council of Education, the plan submtted when approved
by the Council of Basic Education shall supersede the prior
approved plan as the plan of organi zation of adm nistrative
units for the county.]

Section 18. Section 292.1 of the act, anmended Decenber 19,
1967 (P.L.865, No.383), is anended to read:

[ Section 292.1. Independent Districts.--Wen an i ndependent
district is created by the court of conmmon pleas for purposes of
transfer from one school district to another, the court shal
submt to the State Board of Education its decree creating such
district. Such decree shall be considered an application for the
assignment of said district to the designated adm nistrative
unit of the approved county plan.]

Section 19. Section 293 of the act, added August 8, 1963
(P.L.564, No.299), is anended to read:
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Section 293. Approval of Plans.--(a) Wen any plan of

wi de or reqgional school district is found to conformto the

standards for approval of adm nistrative units adopted by the
State Board of Education, the Departnent of [Public Instruction]
Educati on shall cause such plan to be placed upon the agenda of
t he Council of Basic Education. The Council of Basic Education
shall review all plans placed upon its agenda, and approve such
plans as it deens wise in the best interests of the educati onal
system of the Commonweal th. [ Except as hereinafter provided, no
pl an of organi zation of admnistrative units shall be approved
i n which any proposed school district contains a pupi
popul ati on of |ess than four thousand (4,000), unless when
factors of topography, pupil population, conmunity
characteristics, transportation of pupils, use of existing
school buil dings, existing admnistrative units, potenti al

popul ati on changes and the capability of providing a

conpr ehensi ve program of education are consi dered by the Counci
of Basic Education as requiring the approval of a plan of

organi zation of adm nistrative units in which one or nore
proposed school districts contains a pupil popul ation of |ess
than four thousand (4,000). (b) A plan of organization of

adm nistrative units for a county shall be approved by the
Counci | of Basic Education, if the plan contains (i) no unit
with a pupil population |ess than that of the unit with the
smal | est pupil population in the |ast previous county-w de plan
submtted to and approved by the State Council of Education
prior to Septenber 12, 1961, and (ii) no nore units than were in
the aforesaid county-wi de plan plus an additional unit for each

second class district which was not required to be a part of
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such county-w de plan and whi ch was not included in an

adm nistrative unit thereof. (c) Pupil population as used in
this section shall nean the average daily nmenbership for the
school year 1961-1962 including kindergarten or grade one

t hrough grade twel ve.]

Section 20. Section 293.1 of the act, anmended Decenber 19,
1967 (P.L.865, No.383), is anended to read:

[ Section 293.1. Independent Districts.--Wen a court decree
is received creating an independent district for transfer
pur poses, the State Board of Education shall place such item on
its agenda and either approve or disapprove the creation and
transfer. If approval is given, the board shall direct the
Counci | of Basic Education to nmake the necessary changes in the
county plan. If disapproved, the board shall state its reasons
for such di sapproval and the independent district shall be
provided a hearing if it so desires.]

Section 21. Section 293.2 of the act, added July 23, 1965
(P.L.139, No.95), is anended to read:

[ Section 293.2. Consolidation of Minicipalities.--Wenever
the court of common pleas in any county orders the consolidation
of any municipalities, it shall serve a copy of its order on the
State Board of Education. Upon receipt of such order the board
shall direct the Council of Basic Education to make such changes
in county plans as may be necessary. ]

Section 22. Section 295 of the act, added August 8, 1963
(P.L.564, No.299), is anended to read:

Section 295. Department of [Public Instruction] Education to
Prepare Plans.--1n the event that no plan of organization of
adm nistrative units is approved by the Council of Basic

Education for a county prior to January 1, [1965] 2007, the
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1 Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education shall prepare and
2 place upon the agenda of the Council of Basic Education a plan
3 of organization of [administrative units for the county.] a

4 county-wide or regional school district. When approved by the
5 Council of Basic Education, such plan shall be deened the

6 approved plan of organization of administrative units for the
7 county.

8 [ Any school district which considers itself aggrieved by a
9 plan of organization of adm nistrative units approved by the
10 Council of Basic Education may appeal to the State Board of

11 Education by filing a petition, within thirty (30) days after
12 approval of the plan, setting forth the grounds for such appeal.
13 A copy of such petition shall be served by registered or

14 certified mail on the secretary of the county board of school
15 directors. The State Board of Education, or its representative,
16 shall fix a day and tine for hearing, shall give witten notice
17 to all parties interested, and nay hear and consi der such

18 testinony as it may deem advisable to enable it to nake a

19 decision. After reaching its decision, the State Board of
20 Education shall enter such order as appears to it just and
21 proper, either directing the Council of Basic Education to
22 approve the plan in an anmended formor confirmng the plan in
23 the form previously approved by the Council of Basic Education.
24 The decision of the State Board of Education shall be final,
25 unless an appeal is taken as now provi ded under the provisions
26 of the "Adm nistrative Agency Law. "]
27 Section 23. Section 296 of the act, anmended June 2, 1965
28 (P.L.86, No.59), is anended to read:
29 Section 296. Establishnent of Reorganized School

30 Districts.--On July 1, [1966] 2008, or on the date of advance
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establishment, all [admi nistrative units] county-w de or

regi onal school districts contained in plans of organization [of

adm ni strative units] approved by the Council of Basic Education
shal | constitute and be deened established as school districts,
and shall belong to the class to which they are entitled as
provided by law.[: Provided, however, if any approved
adm nistrative unit includes any district or districts of the
second, third, or fourth class with any district of the first
class A, such district or districts of the second, third, or
fourth class shall be nmerged into and becone part of said
district of the first class A and said district of the first
class A as thus enlarged shall be the reorgani zed district and
shall be considered as having had continued exi stence.]

Section 24. Section 297 of the act, added August 8, 1963
(P.L.564, No.299), is anended to read:

Section 297. Advance Establishment.--(a) Any

[adm nistrative unit] county-wi de or regional school districts
contained in a plan of organization of adm nistrative units
approved by the Council of Basic Education may constitute and be
deened established as a school district on July 1, [1964] 2006,
or on July 1, [1965] 2007, when the follow ng conditions have
been satisfi ed:

(1) Al appeals to the State Board of Education fromthe
action of the Council of Basic Education approving the plan of

organi zation of [adm nistrative units] county-w de or regional

school districts have been finally determ ned;

(2) At a regular neeting or at a special neeting called for
such purpose, the board of school directors of each school

di strict composing the [adm nistrative unit] county-w de or

regi onal school district has approved by majority vote the

20050H1722B2189 - 27 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

establishment in advance of July 1, [1966] 2008, of the proposed

school district contained in the plan of organi zation of

adm ni strative units approved by the Council of Basic Educati on;
(3) A copy of the resolution of each school district is

filed with the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education; and

(4) The [Superintendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of
Education certifies to the Council of Basic Education that al
school districts conposing the adm nistrative unit have filed
resolutions with the Departnent of [Public Instruction]
Educati on approving the establishnent of the school district in
advance of July 1, [1966] 2008. The certification shall state
t he date when the school district shall be deened established.

(b) Any school district established in advance of July 1,
[1966] 2008, shall be entitled to all the benefits of this act
and shall be subject to all of the provisions of this act as if
t he school district were constituted and deenmed established on
July 1, [1966] 2008: Provided, however, That in the case of
school districts established on July 1, [1964] 2006, the
provi sions of section 303.1 of this act relating to el ection of
school directors shall be advanced two years: And provided
further, That in the case of school districts established on
July 1, [1965] 2007, the provisions of section 303.1 of this act
shall not be advanced.

Section 25. Section 298 of the act, anended or added August
8, 1963 (P.L.564, No.299) and June 2, 1965 (P.L.86, No.59), is
amended to read:

Section 298. Property and I ndebtedness and Rent al
ol i gations of Former School Districts.--(a) Except as

ot herwi se provided in this section, all real and personal

property, indebtedness and rental obligations to an approved
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school building authority or non-profit corporation, if any, of
former school districts conposing any school district
constituted and deened established pursuant to this subdivision
(i) shall becone the property, indebtedness and rental

obl i gati ons of such newy established county-wi de or regional

school district. Al rights of creditors against any of the
conmponent former school districts shall be preserved against the
new y established school district. Al property theretofore
vested in the conponent former school districts shall becone
vested in the newy established school district, and all debts
and taxes owi ng to the conponent forner school districts,
uncol l ected in the several conponent forner school districts,
and all noneys in the treasuries of the conmponent former school
districts, shall be paid to the treasurer of the newy

est abl i shed school district.

(b) Al obligations of any conponent former school district
[evidenced by funding bonds issued after Septenber 12, 1961, ]
for the purpose of funding unfunded debt contracted for current
operati ng expenses, shall continue to be an obligation of the
taxabl e property within such fornmer conponent school district
and any sinking fund created on account of such indebtedness
shall remain the separate sinking fund for such bonds. In
| evyi ng and assessing taxes for the first school year of
operation, the interimoperating commttee, and in | evying and
assessi ng such taxes for each subsequent school year, the board

of school directors of the newy established county-w de or

regi onal school district, shall |levy and assess, upon the
t axabl e property within such conponent former school district
for which bonds issued [after Septenber 12, 1961,] for the

pur pose of fundi ng unfunded debt contracted for current
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operati ng expenses shall be outstanding, a tax in addition to
all other school district taxes, in an anount sufficient to
di scharge the obligation of such conmponent former school
district, as set forth pursuant to section 207 of the Muinici pal
Borrowing Law, in the resolution increasing the indebtedness of
such conmponent former school district for such purpose. |If such
fundi ng bonds shall be a part of an issue of bonds issued partly
for other purposes, such fundi ng bonds shall be deened to be the
bonds of such issue which mature first.[: Provided, however, if
any district of the second, third or fourth class is nmerged into
and becones part of any district of the first class A as a
reorgani zed or newy established school district, the
reorgani zed or newy established district, for its first year of
operation and for every subsequent year, shall |evy and assess
the aforesaid tax on the territory conprising the district of
the second, third or fourth class nerged into and becom ng a
part of the school district of the first class A Provided
further, That by agreenment in witing approved by a majority
vote of the directors of the district of the second, third or
fourth class nmerged into and becomng a district of the first
class A as a reorgani zed or newy established school district,
and the directors of the district of the first class A entered
into prior to the effective date of reorgani zation, the
provi sions of this subsection may be wai ved. ]

Section 26. Article Il of the act is anmended by adding a
subdi vi sion to read:

(j) Advisory Conmmittee.

Section 299. Advisory Conmmittee.--(a) Each school district

shall establish an advisory conmttee to provi de advice,

suggestions or other input relating to curriculum safety or
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communi ty i ssues facing individual schools.

(b)) The commttee shall be conprised of one individual

representi ng each school within the district, to be sel ected by

the principal of the school with advice fromthe school's

t eachers and parent teacher organi zati on. The i ndi vi dual

representing a school may be any individual residing in the

school's territory or who is enployed within the school, except

the school's principal, vice-principal or other person w thin

the admi ni strative structure of the school.

(c) At the begi nning of the school district's school vyear,

the advisory commttee shall select the foll owi ng positions from

its nenbership:

(1) One person to serve as a representative to the schoo

district to attend all requl ar neeti ngs, heari ngs and ot her

school district events in a nonvoting capacity.

(2) One nenber as an alternate to the advisory conmttee

representative.

(3) Oher positions as the comm ttee deens necessary for its

i nternal operations.

(d) The follow ng shall apply:

(1) The advisory committee shall nmeet no | ess than tw ce

during the school year, at which tine the advisory conmittee

representatives or their designees shall do all of the

(i) Report to the advisory conmttee on issues in the school

district and any other business related to the conmttee's

pur pose and transmt the report to the school board.

(ii) Receive reports fromindividual building

representatives.

(2) Individual nmenbers of the advisory commttee shall:
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(i) Be entitled to attend foruns and participate in

di scussi ons, both formal and infornmal, held by the school board.

(ii) Have no vote on school board matters.

Section 27. Section 302 of the act, anmended June 2, 1965
(P.L.86, No.59), is anended to read:

Section 302. Nunber and Appointnent in Districts First C ass
and First Cass A; Reorganized District of First Class A
Cont ai ning Forner Districts of Second, Third or Fourth C ass]:
Ternms of Ofice.--[(a)] 1In each school district of the first
class or of the first class A the board shall be known as the
"Board of Public Education,” and shall consist of fifteen (15)
school directors, whose termof office shall be six (6) years.
The ternms of five of the nmenbers shall expire on the second
Monday of Novenber of each odd nunbered year, as now provi ded by
| aw. The judges of the courts of common pleas of the county in
whi ch such school district is situated shall, in October of
every odd nunbered year, appoint five (5) menbers for terns of
six (6) years. Their termof office shall begin on the second
Monday of Novenber next follow ng their appointnent.

[(b)] Wen a school district or districts of the second,
third or fourth class is nerged into and becones part of a
district of the first class A as a reorgani zed district under
the provisions of Article Il, subdivision (i) of this act, the
terms of office of all directors of such district or districts
of the second, third or fourth class shall termnate on the date
of establishnment of such reorgani zed district of the first class
A. [As soon as a vacancy occurs in the office of Director of the
Board of Public Education, a resident of the area conprising the
district of the second, third or fourth class nmerged into and

becom ng a part of the school district of the first class A
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shall be appointed to the Board of Public Education of the
reorgani zed district and followi ng the expiration of the term of
the director so appointed, the appointnment of directors shall be
wi thout regard to this limtation.]

Section 28. Section 302.1 of the act, anended or added
Decenber 19, 1975 (P.L.511, No.150) and Decenber 20, 1983
(P.L.267, No.73), is anended to read:

Section 302.1. School Board in First Class A School
Districts; Apportionnent of Seats, and Nunmbers, Terns, and
Met hods for Election of School Directors in First Cass A School
Districts.--(a) Conposition of School Board.

(1) In each school district of the first class A the school
board shall be known as the Board of Public Education and shal
consi st of [an odd nunber of nenbers not |ess than seven nor
nore than fifteen] eleven school directors, to be elected by the
qual i fied voters of the school district by specified districts.

(2) There shall be [a correspondi ng odd nunber, not | ess
than seven nor nore than fifteen] el even separate districts for
each of which only one candidate shall be el ected. Each
candi date shall be nom nated only for the specified district in
whi ch he resides and each el ected nenber shall represent only a
specified district in which he resides, such districts to be
constituted as hereinafter set forth.

(b) Termof Ofice. Al elected nenbers shall serve for a
termof four years except the [three, four,] five[, six or
seven] nenbers elected at the initial election in even nunbered
school director districts, who shall serve for two years. In the
event the first election occurs in an even-nunbered year, the

terms of the initial nenbers shall be increased by one year, so

that future elections can be held in odd-nunbered years. In the
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case of death or resignation of elected nenbers, the mayor of

t he nost popul ous municipality contained in such school district
shall fill the vacancy fromthe sane school director district in
whi ch the vacancy occurred until the first Monday in Decenber
foll ow ng the next nunicipal primary occurring one hundred
twenty days after the vacancy occurred.

(c) Apportionnent.

(1) In each school district of the first class A a school
director district apportionnent conm ssion shall be constituted
for the purpose of establishing an odd nunber not |ess than
seven nor nore than fifteen school director districts within the
first class A school district by assigning each el ection
district within such school district into one of such school
director districts. The conmm ssion shall select that odd numnber
of districts fromseven to fifteen which will best provide for
raci al bal ance and proportional representation of all segnents
of the population at the tine of the apportionnment. Such school
director districts shall be conpact, contiguous, and as nearly
equal in popul ation as practicable.

(2) The conm ssion shall consist of six nmenbers, two to be
appoi nted by the mayor of the nost popul ous municipality in such
school district, three by the city council of such municipality
and one by the mayor of any other nunicipality in such school
district with the approval of the |egislative body thereof. The
conmi ssi on shall elect one of its nenbers chairman, and shal
act by a mpjority of its entire nenbership. If any of the
appointing authorities shall fail to make any or all of such
appointnments within fifteen days after enactnment of this act,
such appoi ntnment or appointnments shall be made by the court of

common pl eas.
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(3) No later than forty-five days after the comm ssion has
been duly certified, the conmm ssion shall file an apportionnment
plan with the county board of elections to be submtted to the
voters of the district at the next primary el ection occurring
not | ess than ninety-one days after the plan is filed with the
county board and at which primary election the candi dates for
menbers of the school board shall be nom nat ed.

(4) No later than Septenber in the second year follow ng the
year in which Federal census data is officially gathered, a
school director district reapportionnent conm ssion shall be
appoi nted. Said reapportionnent conm ssion shall consist of
seven nenbers, three to be appointed by the mayor of the nost
popul ous nunicipality in the school district, three by the city
council of such nunicipality and one by the mayor of any other
muni ci pality of the school district with the approval of the
| egi sl ati ve body thereof. The duties of the reapportionnment
conmi ssion shall be, fromthe official data of the United States
Bureau of the Census, to define the lines that divide the
exi sting school director districts to nake any new school
director districts as nearly equal in population as practicable,
and as conpact and conti guous as possible, and to best provide
for racial balance on the board of school directors of said
school district. [The nunmber of school directors or school
director districts shall not be increased or decreased.] In
addi tion, the reapportionnent conm ssion shall nake every effort
to mai ntai n nei ghbor hood boundary |ines of communities of Iike
i nt erest whenever practicable. Such reapportionnent comr ssion
shall file its plan no later than ninety days after either the
conmmi ssi on has been appointed or the specified popul ati on data

for the first class A school district as determ ned by the
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Federal decenni al census are avail abl e, whichever is later in
time.

(5) The school district shall appropriate sufficient funds
for the conpensation and expenses of nmenbers and staff appointed
by such apportionnment and reapportionment conm ssions, and ot her
necessary expenses. The nmenbers of such conm ssions shall be
entitled to such conpensation for their services as the school
district fromtime to tinme shall determ ne.

(6) |If an apportionnent or reapportionnment plan is not filed
by the conmission within the tine prescribed by this section,
the court of comon pleas of the county in which the district is
| ocated shall imediately proceed on its own notion to apportion
or reapportion the school director districts, in accordance with
the standards set forth in subsection (c)(4).

(7) Any apportionnent or reapportionnment plan, filed by any
such comm ssion or prepared by the court of comon pleas of the
county in which the district is |ocated upon the failure of the
commi ssion to act shall be published by the county board of
el ections once in at |east one newspaper of general circulation
in the nost popul ous nunicipality of the school district, which
publication shall contain a map of the school district show ng
t he conpl ete apportionnment or reapportionnent of the school
director districts. The publication shall also state the
popul ati on of the school director districts having the small est
and | argest popul ation and the percentage variation of such
districts fromthe average popul ation for such districts.

(8) The county board of elections shall place upon the
ball ot to be submtted to the voters of each first class A
school district under the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L. 1333,

No. 320), known as the "Pennsylvani a El ecti on Code," the
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fol |l ow ng questi on:

Shal | the apportionnent plan submtted by

the school director district apportionnment Yes

conmi ssion for the election of nenbers of

t he Board of Public Education of the school No

district of.................... be approved?

Since the voters have accepted the apportionnment plan, the
nunber of school director districts contained in the
apportionment plan shall be the permanent nunber of school
director districts in said school district, and said pernmanent
nunber of school director districts shall neither be increased
nor decreased by any future reapportionnment comm ssion nor by
the court of comon pleas of the county in which the school
district is |located. The ball ot question shall not be considered
in the case of a reapportionnment plan submtted by a

reapporti onnment conm ssion or the court of comon pl eas.

(d) Nomination and El ections of School Directors. School
directors shall be nom nated and el ected in accordance with the
act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the
"Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code."

(e) Applicable Law upon Adoption. After the el ection of
school directors fromspecified districts in accordance
therewith, the Board of Public Education of such first class A
school district shall be governed by the provisions of this
section and by all other provisions of the act to which this is
an anmendnment and ot her provisions of general lawrelating to
first class A school districts which are not inconsistent with
the provisions of this section. The provisions of this section
shal | supersede all other parts of the act to which this is an

anmendnent and all other acts affecting the organization of
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school districts of the first class Ato the extent that they
are inconsistent or in conflict herewith. Al existing acts or
parts of acts and resolutions affecting the organi zati on of
first class A school districts not inconsistent or in conflict
with the provisions of this section shall remain in full force
until nodified or repeal ed as provided by | aw.

(f) Certain Prohibitions of Service. No superintendent,
assi stant superintendent, supervising principal, teacher or
ot her enpl oye shall serve either tenporarily or permanently as a
menber of the school board by which enpl oyed.

(g) Transition Provisions and Expiration of Existing Terns.
The terns of existing appointed board nenbers shall term nate on
the first Monday of Decenber in 1976 or in any subsequent year
in which the initial elected nmenbers are elected, at which tine
the ternms of all nenbers to be elected as herein provided shal
be deenmed to begin. Thereafter the terns of all elected nenbers
shall expire on the first Monday of Decenber in the year in
which the Iength of termto which such nenbers shall have been
el ected has been served.

Section 29. Section 303 of the act, anended August 8, 1963
(P.L.564, No.299), July 1, 1978 (P.L.575, No.105) and Decenber
17, 1982 (P.L.1378, No.316), is anended to read:

Section 303. Nunmber and Election in Districts of the
Second[,] and Third [and Fourth] C asses; Terns of Ofice.--(a)
In each school district of the second class, and on and after
July 1, [1966] 2008, or if there is advance establishnment July
1, [1964] 2006, or July 1, [1965] 2007, as the case may be, in
each school district of the second[,] and third [and fourth]
cl ass, there shall be a board of nine (9) school directors, who,

except as otherwi se provided in this act, shall be elected at
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| arge for ternms of six (6) years. The ternms of three of the
menbers shall expire on the first Monday of Decenber of each odd
nunbered year, as now provided by law. At each nunici pa

el ection, three school directors, except as otherw se provided
in this act, shall be elected at large for ternms of six (6)
years. Their ternms of office shall begin on the first Monday of
Decenber followi ng their election. Beginning with the terns to
be filled at the municipal election held in [1979] 2007 and each
odd nunbered year thereafter, the ternms of school directors so
el ected shall be four (4) years, except that at the nunicipa

el ection in [1983] 2011, five (5) school directors shall be

el ected for ternms of four (4) years and one (1) for a term of
two (2) years. At the mnunicipal election in [1985] 2013 and
every four (4) years thereafter, four (4) directors shall be

el ected for ternms of four (4) years. At the municipal election
in [1987] 2015 and every four (4) years thereafter, five (5)
directors shall be elected for terns of four (4) years. The
board shall select by lot, prior to the tinme for filing of

nom nation petitions, the vacancy that is to be filled for a two
(2) year termin [1983] 2011.

(b) (1) The interimoperating commttee or the board of
school directors may develop a plan to el ect school directors
fromregions or to elect some school directors at |arge and sone
fromregions. Such a plan may al so be devel oped by the resident
el ectors of a school district as provided herein and shall have
the sane effect as one devel oped by the board of school
directors.

(2) Electors equal to at least twenty-five (25) per centum
of the highest vote cast for any school director in the | ast

muni ci pal el ection may develop a plan to el ect school directors
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fromregions or to elect sonme school directors fromregi ons and
some fromthe school district at large. Plans proposed by

el ectors shall be subject to the sanme requirenents as plans
proposed by the board of school directors.

(3) The boundaries of the regions shall be fixed and
established in such manner that the popul ati on of each region
shall be as nearly equal as possible and shall be conpatible
with the boundaries of election districts. Such plan for the
di vision of the school district shall be submtted for approval
to the court of common pleas. If approved by such court, the
clerk thereof shall certify the regional boundaries contained
therein to the county board of elections. In the event of any
di vision, redivision, alteration, change or consolidation of
el ection districts which renders regional boundaries
i nconpatible with the boundaries of election districts, a new
pl an shal|l be devel oped and submtted for court approval in |ike
manner. Any proposed change in an approved plan, including
abolition of regional representation, shall be submtted for
approval to the court of conmmon pleas by the board of school
directors, or by a petition of the resident electors within the
district. Wiere a region plan is approved, school directors who
reside in each region shall be elected by and from each region.
At all tinmes each region shall be represented by directors
el ected or appointed fromthat region. Wiere a conbi nati on at
| arge and region plan is approved, all regions shall have an
equal nunber of school directors who reside in each region and
who shall be el ected or appointed by and from each region. At
all times each region shall be represented by a director or
directors elected or appointed fromthat region. Al plans shal

provi de that three school directors shall be elected at each
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muni ci pal election. In a conbination at |arge and regi on pl an,
t he nunber of regions shall be three. In a region plan not
conbining at large directors, the nunber of regions shall be

t hree or nine.

[(c) In any case where the newy established school district
is situated in two or nore counties, the plan for regional
representation provided for herein shall be submtted for
approval to the court of quarter sessions of the county in which
the largest part in area of the |and affected is situated, which
court shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the nmatter.]

Section 30. Section 303.1 of the act, anended or added
August 8, 1963 (P.L.564, No.299) and January 14, 1970 (1969
P.L. 468, No.192), is anended to read:

Section 303.1. Incunbent School Directors and Interim
Qperating Conmttee.--(a) Al school directors of the conponent

school districts formng [an adm nistrative unit conposed of two

or nore school districts] a countywi de or regional district
approved by the Council of Basic Education to be established [as
a school district] shall serve out the ternms of office for which
they were el ected. No vacancies occurring in such position after
t he date of establishnment shall be filled.

(b) On or before the fifteenth day of January i medi ately
precedi ng the date of establishnent, such incunbent school
directors of the conponent school districts shall be called into
convention by the county superintendent of schools or, if
necessary, after July 1, [1970] 2006, by the executive director
of the internediate unit and shall select by majority vote an
interimoperating conmttee conposed of nine incunbent school
directors. In selecting the interimoperating commttee, the

i ncunbent school directors shall take into consideration the
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principle of proportionate representation according to

popul ation. If, by reason of failure to receive a majority vote,
atie vote, or otherwise all nine nenbers of the interim
operating conmttee are not selected at such convention, the
county superintendent of schools shall call another convention
within thirty days for the purpose of selecting the renaining
menbers. If all remaining menbers are not selected at such
second convention the court of comon pl eas of the proper
county, upon the petition of the county superintendent of
schools, shall within thirty days appoint to the interim
operating conmmttee, fromthe incunbent school directors, the
remai ni ng menber or nenbers and specify their terns. The

deci sion of the convention in selecting the interimoperating
commttee, except as herei nbefore provided, shall be final. Six
of the menbers of the interimoperating commttee shall be
selected for a termexpiring on the first Mnday of Decenber
[1967] 2007; and three for a termexpiring on the first Mnday
of Decenber, [1969] 2009. In the event an incunbent director is
selected for a termon the interimoperating commttee which
woul d expire later than the termfor which he was elected as a
school director, he shall serve only until the end of his term
for which he was el ected as a school director. At the nunici pal
el ections held in Novenber, [1967] 2007 three nmenbers shall be
el ected for a four-year termand three nenbers shall be el ected
for a six-year term Thereafter, all nmenbers shall be elected
for six-year terms. The school directors elected at the
muni ci pal el ections held in Novenber, [1967] 2007, and
thereafter, shall take the place of the appointed nenbers of the
board of school directors of the newy established school

district as their terns expire. The nenbers of the interim
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operating conmttee shall beconme and shall serve as the board of
school directors of the school district on and after the date of
est abl i shnent .

(c) The interimoperating conmttee shall have the power and
its duty shall be to neet, prepare and adopt a budget, |evy and
assess taxes and performall acts and functions necessary to
enabl e the proposed school district to function properly prior
to the date of its establishnment. The committee shall have the
power to fill vacancies should a deficiency in nenbership arise
due to death, resignation or otherw se: Provided, however, That
vacancies shall first be filled by the selection of an incunbent
school director, if any.

(d) The incunbent school directors not selected for
menbership on the interimoperating comrttee shall serve in an
advi sory capacity to the interimoperating conmttee and to the
board of school directors of the newy established school
district. Such incunbent school directors may attend neeti ngs
and participate in discussions of the interimoperating
conmi ttee and board of school directors, but shall have no vote.

[(e) In the case of a single school district formng an
adm ni strative unit approved by the Council of Basic Education
to be established as a school district, the incunbent school
directors shall be the school directors of the newy established
district and the election of school directors at each nunici pal
el ection subsequent to the date of establishment shall be as
provided in section 303 of this act. In the event the nunber of
i ncunbent school directors is |ess than nine, the board of
school directors on and after the date of establishnment shal
have the power to raise its nmenbership to nine in the manner now

provided by law to fill vacancies on the board.]
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(f) The interimoperating conmttee or the board of school
directors shall also have the power and its duty shall be to
propose a nane for the school district to be established. The
name proposed shall be reported to the Departnent of [Public
I nstruction] Education which shall review the proposed nane and
approve it if it is not a duplication of a nane previously
approved by the Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education.
When it approves a nanme, the Departnent of [Public Instruction]
Education shall issue a certificate stating that the approved
name has been registered as the official designation of the
school district.

Section 31. Sections 304, 305 and 306 of the act are anended
to read:

Section 304. Nunmber and Election in Districts Third d ass;
Terms of Ofice.--1n each school district of the third class
there shall be a board of [seven (7)] nine (9) school directors,
who shall be elected at |arge, and whose terns of office shal
be six (6) years. The terns of the nmenbers now in office shal
expire at the end of the terms for which they were respectively
el ected. At each of the mnunicipal elections held in Novenber,
one thousand ni ne hundred and forty-nine (1949), and in
Novenber. [, one thousand nine hundred and fifty-one (1951), two
school directors shall be elected. At the rmnunicipal election
hel d in Novenber, one thousand nine hundred and fifty-three
(1953), three school directors shall be elected. At each of the
first two nunicipal elections thereafter, two school directors
shall be elected. At the third mnunicipal election, three shal
be el ected. Thereafter, two school directors shall be elected at

each of the two succeedi ng nunicipal elections, and three at

each third municipal election.] Al shall be elected at | arge,
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for terms of six years. Their ternms of office shall begin on the
first Monday of Decenber follow ng their election.

[ Section 305. Nunmber and Election in Districts Fourth C ass;
Terms of Ofice.--1n each school district of the fourth class
there shall be a board of five (5) school directors, who shal
be el ected at |arge, and whose ternms of office shall be six (6)
years. The terns of the nenbers now in office shall expire at
the end of the terns for which they were respectively el ected.
At each of the nunicipal elections held in Novenber, one
t housand ni ne hundred and forty-nine (1949), and in Novenber,
one thousand nine hundred fifty-one (1951), two school directors
shall be elected. At the municipal election held in Novenber,
one thousand nine hundred fifty-three (1953), one school
director shall be elected. At each of the first two runi ci pal
el ections thereafter, two school directors shall be elected. At
the third nunicipal election, one shall be elected. Thereafter,
two school directors shall be elected at each of the two
succeedi ng mnuni ci pal elections, and one at each third nunici pal
el ection. Al shall be elected at large, for ternms of six (6)
years. Their ternms of office shall begin on the first Monday of
Decenber followi ng their election.

Section 306. Elections Wiere District Not Coextensive Wth,
or in More than One City, Borough, Town or Townshi p. --Wenever
any school district is not coextensive with a city, borough,

i ncorporated town, or township, the county comm ssioners shal
furnish the proper election officials with a certified list of
the qualified electors of such school district and with the
necessary ballots to enable such electors to vote on natters
pertaining solely to such school district. Wen such schoo

district lies in two or nore cities, boroughs, incorporated
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towns, or townships, or any conbination thereof, the judge,

i nspectors, and clerks of each election district within such
school district which lies in two or nore cities, boroughs,

i ncorporated towns, and townshi ps, or any conbi nation thereof,
shall nmake out a conplete return of all the votes given at any
election for officers in the school district, or for the

subm ssi on of any question to the electors of such district,

desi gnating the nunber of votes cast for each person, and for
and agai nst each question so submtted to the el ectors.

Wher eupon, the judge and i nspectors shall appoint one of their
nunber for return judge to neet the other return judge or judges
of the school district, on the second day after any such

el ection, at the ol dest election place within the district or at
such place within the district as shall have been appointed by
the court of common pleas. The judges shall then and there add

t oget her the nunber of votes cast for each person voted for, and
for and agai nst any question submtted to the electors, and
shall make out the returns as the nature of the el ection may
require, conplying in all respects with the provisions of
existing election laws. After the performance of such duties,
the return judges shall appoint one of their nunmber, by consent
or lot, to deliver, within two days thereafter, the full returns
of the vote for officers, to the prothonotary of the court of
common pl eas, and of the vote on questions submtted to

el ectors, to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions of the
proper county, in the manner now provi ded by |aw for naking
townshi p or borough returns. Such judges shall ascertain and
declare the result of such election and shall issue certificates
to persons elected to fill such offices, within five (5) days

after maki ng such returns.]
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Section 32. Section 307 of the act, amended October 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:

Section 307. Newly Forned Districts.--Were a new schoo
district of the first, second, or third class is fornmed by the
[creation of a new city, borough or township, and where a new
school district of the third or fourth class is so forned]

nerging of two or nore counties and is approved by the Counci

of Basic Education, the court of common pl eas having

jurisdiction in the nerging school district with the greatest

student popul ati on shall appoint a board of school directors for

such new school district, which shall serve until the first
Monday of Decenber next following the first nunicipal election
occurring nore than thirty (30) days after the formation of such
new school district.

Section 33. Section 310 of the act, amended March 11, 1957
(P.L.6, No.2), is anmended to read:

[ Section 310. Annexation of Territory.--Wen territory
conprising a separate school district is annexed to a city, or
bor ough, or township, the terns of office of all the school
directors of such annexed territory shall expire at the
begi nning of the first school year after such annexation is
ef fected, except the terns of the president and vice-president,
who shall hold office during the respective ternms for which they
were el ected.]

Section 34. Section 311.1 of the act, added Decenber 19,
1967 (P.L.865, No.383), is anended to read:

[ Section 311.1. Appointnent in Independent Districts for
Transfer Purposes; Ternms of Ofice.--In the case of an
i ndependent district established by court for purposes of

transfer to another school district subsequent to the passage of
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this act, the court shall appoint a director or directors, not
to exceed three. The termof the directors so appointed shal
begin on the date of appointnment and shall term nate on the date
the transfer to the receiving school district becones effective.
If there reside in the territory of the independent district one
or nore who are currently serving as school directors, the court
shall make its first appointnents fromthat group

The directors so appointed shall have as their responsibility
the right and authority to represent the independent district in
all legal activities and conferences to properly effect the
transfer of the independent district to the receiving school
district.]

Section 35. Section 315 of the act, anended July 8, 1989
(P.L.253, No.43), is anended to read:

Section 315. Filling of Vacancies.--1n case any vacancy
shall occur in any board of school directors by reason of death,
resignation, renmoval fromthe district, or otherw se, such
vacancy shall, in a school district of the first class, be
filled for the unexpired termby the court of comon pl eas of
the county in which such school district is situated fromthe
qualified electors of the district; and in a school district of
the second[,] or third[, or fourth] classes, the remaining
menbers of the board of school directors shall, by a ngjority
vote thereof, fill such vacancy fromthe qualified el ectors of
the district within thirty (30) days thereafter. In a district
of the second, third, or fourth class, the person selected to
fill such vacancy shall be a qualified elector of the district
and shall hold his office, if the termthereof so |ong
continues, until the first Monday of Decenber after the first

muni ci pal el ection occurring nore than sixty (60) days after the
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vacancy shall have occurred. At such election an eligible person
shall be elected for the remai nder of the unexpired term 1f, by
reason of a tie vote or otherw se, such vacancy shall not have
been filled by the board of school directors within thirty (30)
days after such vacancy shall have occurred fromthe qualified
el ectors of the district, the court of comon pleas of the
proper county, upon the petition of ten or nore resident

t axpayers, shall fill such vacancy by the appointnment of a
suitable person fromthe qualified electors of the district if
the termof the vacant office so long continues, until the first
Monday of Decenber after the first nunicipal election occurring
nore than sixty (60) days after the vacancy shall have occurred.
At such election an eligible person shall be elected for the
remai nder of the unexpired term Wen any nenber of a board of
school directors heretofore or hereafter enlists or is inducted
into the mlitary or naval forces of the United States in tine
of war, a tenporary vacancy shall be decl ared, which shall be
filled by the remai ni ng nenbers of the board or the court, as
the case may be fromthe qualified electors of the district,
until the return of such nenber of the board fromthe mlitary
or naval service, or until the expiration of the termfor which
he shal |l have been el ected, whichever shall be the shorter

peri od.

Section 36. Section 401 of the act, anmended or added
Decenber 14, 1967 (P.L.837, No.363) and August 5, 1977 (P.L.178,
No. 46), is anmended to read:

Section 401. Beginning of School Year; Organization
Meet i ngs. - -

(a) In all school districts of the first class the school

year shall begin on the first day of January of each year and
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the school directors shall nmeet and organi ze annual ly during the
second week of Novenber

(a.1) In all school districts of the first class A the
school directors shall neet and organize annually during the
first week of Decenber.

(b) In all school districts of the second[, third, and
fourth] and third class, except as hereinafter provided, the
school year shall begin on the first day of July of each year
and the school directors shall meet and organi ze annual |y during
the first week of Decenber.

(c) Wen a new school district is created, or when the
offices of all the school directors of a district become vacant,
t he school directors appointed by the court, in any such case,
shall neet and organize within ten days after their appoi ntnent.

(d) Wen two or nore school districts are consolidated in
any manner provided in this act and under the provisions of this
act the nenbers of the boards of directors of the respective
districts continue in office during the respective terns for
whi ch they were el ected and becone the school directors of the
consolidated district, they shall organize during the first week
of July follow ng such consolidation by electing a president and
vi ce-president who shall hold their respective offices until the
first Monday of Decenber following their election, and by the
el ection of a secretary for the consolidated district who shal
serve for the renmminder of the termfor which secretaries are
el ected, and by the election of a treasurer for the consolidated
district who shall hold office for the school year

Section 37. Section 404 of the act, amended Decenber 14,
1967 (P.L.837, No.363), is anended to read:

Section 404. Districts Second[, Third and Fourth] and Third
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Cl ass Permanent Organi zation; Election of Oficers.--1n each
school district of the second, third and fourth class, the
school directors shall effect a permanent organi zation by

el ecting, during the first week of Decenber, fromtheir nenbers,
a president and vice-president, each to serve for one year, and
shall annually, during the nonth of May, elect a treasurer to
serve for one year, beginning the first day of July follow ng
such el ection, and shall, during the nonth of My, [one thousand

nine hundred and fifty-three] two thousand and five, and every

four years thereafter, elect a secretary for a termof four
years, beginning the first day of July follow ng such el ection.
The treasurer may be any corporation duly qualified and legally
authorized to transact a fiduciary business in the Commonweal t h.
Vacancies in the office of secretary shall be filled for the
unexpired term In school districts of the second class the
secretary and treasurer shall not be nmenbers of the board. In
districts of the third and fourth class they nmay be nenbers of
t he board. The sane person shall not hold at the same tine nore
than one of the offices of president, vice-president, secretary
or treasurer of any board of school directors.

No superintendent, assistant superintendent, supervising
principal, or teacher shall serve, either tenporarily or
permanently, as an officer of the school board by which he is
enpl oyed.

Section 38. Sections 408 and 432 of the act are anended to
read:

Section 408. Records, etc., OQpen to Taxpayers.--The accounts
and records of proceedi ngs of the board of every school district
of the third [and fourth] class and of their officers shall be

open to the inspection of any taxpayer thereof, his, her, or its
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agents or representative, upon request therefor, in witing, to
the board of school directors at a regular neeting.

Section 432. Conpensation.--The secretary of the board of
school directors may receive for his services such conpensati on
as the board shall fix, the amobunt of which shall be reported

annually to the [ Superintendent of Public Instruction] Secretary

of Education and be printed in his report.

Section 39. Section 433 of the act, amended October 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:

Section 433. Duties.--The secretary of the board of school
directors shall performthe follow ng duties:

(1) He shall keep a correct and proper record of all the
proceedi ngs of the board, and shall prepare such reports and
keep such accounts as are required by the provisions of this
act ;

(2) He shall after the board has acted on and approved any
bill or account for the paynent of noney authorized by this act,
prepare and sign an order on the treasurer for the paynent of
the sane. He may prepare and sign orders on the treasurer for
t he paynent of ampunts owi ng under any contracts which shal
previ ously have been approved by the board, and by the pronpt
paynent of which the district will receive a discount or other
advant age, w thout the approval of the board first having been
secur ed;

(3) He shall attest, in witing, the execution of all deeds,
contracts, reports, and other instrunents that are to be
executed by the board;

(4) He shall furnish, whenever requested, any and al
reports concerning the school affairs of the district, on such

form and in such manner, as the State Board of Education or the
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[ Superi ntendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of Education

may require;

(5) He shall have general supervision of all the business
affairs of the school district, subject to the instructions and
direction of the board of school directors;

(6) He shall be the custodian of all the records, papers,
of fice property, and official seal of the school district, and
at the expiration of his termshall turn the sane over to his
successor;

(7) He shall keep correct accounts with each receiver of
t axes, school treasurer, or school tax collector of the
district, reporting a statenent of the sane, together with a
statenment of the finances of the district, at each regul ar
neeti ng of the board, which statenment shall be entered in ful
upon the m nutes;

(8) He shall performsuch other duties pertaining to the
busi ness of the district as are required by this act or as the
board of school directors may direct.

Section 40. Section 438 of the act is amended to read:

Section 438. Conpensation.--School treasurers shall be paid
such conpensation as the boards of school directors of the
respective districts may determne. In all school districts of
the second[, third, and fourth] and third class such
conpensati on or conmm ssion shall not exceed two per centum of
t he amount of funds paid out on school orders. No conpensation
shall be allowed to any school treasurer on account of any
bal ance in his hands paid over to his successor, nor for the
repaynent of any | oan or redenption of bonds, whether upon order
or otherw se. The conpensation received by each school treasurer

for the preceding year shall be reported annually to the
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[ Superi ntendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of Education,

and be printed in his report.

Section 41. Section 440.1 of the act, anended July 1, 1981
(P.L.200, No.62) and June 30, 1995 (P.L.220, No.26), is anended
to read:

Section 440.1. Investnent of School District Funds.--(a)

The board of school directors in any school district of the
first class, first class A second[, third or fourth] and third
class shall invest school district funds consistent with sound
busi ness practice.

(b) The board of school directors shall provide for an
i nvest ment program subject to restrictions contained in this act
and in any other applicable statute and any rul es and
regul ati ons adopted by the board.

(c) Authorized types of investnents for school district
funds shal |l be:

(i) United States Treasury bills.

(i1i) Short-termobligations of the United States Governnent
or its agencies or instrunentalities.

(1i1) Deposits in savings accounts or tinme deposits or share
accounts of institutions insured by the Federal Deposit
I nsurance Corporation or the Federal Savings and Loan | nsurance
Corporation or the National Credit Union Share Insurance Fund to
the extent that such accounts are so insured, and, for any
anount s above the insured maxi mum provided that approved
collateral as provided by |law therefore shall be pledged by the
deposi tory.

(iv) oligations of the United States of America or any of
its agencies or instrunentalities backed by the full faith and

credit of the United States of America, the Commonweal t h of
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Pennsyl vania or any of its agencies or instrunmentalities backed
by the full faith and credit of the Conmonweal th, or of any
political subdivision of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania or any
of its agencies or instrunentalities backed by the full faith
and credit of the political subdivision.

(v) Shares of an investnent conpany regi stered under the
I nvest nent Conpany Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 789, 15 U.S.C. § 80a-1
et seq.), whose shares are registered under the Securities Act
of 1933 (48 Stat. 74, 15 U.S.C. §8 77a et seq.): Provided, That
the foll owi ng are net

(A) Only investnents of that conpany are in the authorized
i nvestnments for school district funds listed in clauses (i)

t hrough (iv) and repurchase agreenents fully collateralized by
such investnents.

(B) The investnment conpany is nanaged so as to nmaintain its
shares at a constant net asset value in accordance with 17 CFR
270 2a-7 (relating to noney market funds).

(C© The investnment conpany is rated in the highest category
by a nationally recognized rating agency.

(d) I'n making investnents of funds, the board shall have
authority:

(i) To permt assets pledged as coll ateral under subsection
(c)(iii), to be pooled in accordance with the act of August 6,
1971 (P.L.281, No.72), relating to pledges of assets to secure
deposits of public funds.

(1i) To conbi ne noneys from nore than one fund under school
district control for the purchase of a single investnent,
provi ded that each of the funds conbined for the purpose shal
be accounted for separately in all respects and that the

earnings fromthe investnment are separately and individually
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conput ed and recorded, and credited to the accounts from which
t he i nvest nent was purchased.

(e) Any such purchase or sale shall be nade by the treasurer
of the school district on a resolution adopted by the board of
school directors.

Section 42. Section 519 of the act, is amended to read:

Section 519. Copies of School Laws.--The [Superintendent of

Public Instruction] Secretary of Education shall send to each

menber of every board of school directors in the State, a bound
copy of each new edition of the School Laws, as soon as possible
after the sane shall have been publi shed.

Section 43. Section 520 of the act, anended January 14, 1970
(1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anended to read:

Section 520. Tenporary Energency War Provisions.--(a)
Whenever, during the continuance of any war in which this Nation
is or may becone engaged, it shall be found as a fact by the
board of school directors of any school district and so recorded
on the mnutes of a regular or special neeting of such board and
certified to the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education,
that the normal operation of the schools, as required by this
act, in respect to any of the matters hereinafter set forth,
shall interfere with the prosecution of such war, such board of
school directors shall have power to put into operation in such
school district any one or nore tenporary energency war
provi sions authorized by this act, but in no event |onger than
for a period of one year after the cessation of the hostilities
of such war.

(b) Subject to the foregoing provisions, any board of school
directors may--

(1) Keep the schools of the district in session such days
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and nunber of days per week as they shall deem necessary or
desirable, but the provisions of this act requiring a m ni num of
one hundred eighty (180) session days as a school year shall not
be affected thereby;

(2) Extend the length of the school days in such manner as
to make it possible to conplete and to accredit a cal endar day
as a full school day and a fractional portion of an additional
school day;

(3) Suspend tenporarily the regular session of any class or
cl asses, or close tenmporarily any school or all the schools of
the district as an energency war nmeasure, or when the Governor
by proclamation so directs. The days on which the regul ar
sessions of classes or schools are so suspended or cl osed shal
be recorded and credited as if they were days taught: Provided,
That in no instance shall the session so suspended or closed
exceed thirty school days during any school termfor any pupi
except by special wartine energency proclamation by the
Gover nor

(4) Adjust the assignnent and reassi gnnment of teachers in
such fields, subjects, schedul es and senesters or other periods
of work and in such schools as their preparation, experience and
certification may qualify them No such tenporary energency
assi gnment or reassignnment shall reduce the annual conpensation
any teacher receives at the tinme of such assignnent or
reassi gnment, nor shall the energency assignnment, reassignnent
or the return to the original type of assignnment when the
energency has ended be deened to be a denotion under the tenure
provi sions of this act;

(5) Gant farmand conservation enploynment permts to pupils

who have attained the age of fourteen years and have conpl eted
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the sixth grade or equival ent thereof, and to enabl e group
participation by pupils regularly enrolled in schools in
seasonal farm and conservation activities. The word
"conservation" as used in this clause shall nmean the conserving,
preserving, guarding or protecting of crops, forests and rivers;

(6) Accept the certification of the famly physician of any
child as satisfactory proof of suitable physical condition for
t he i ssuance of any farmor conservation permt granted during
t he period of energency;

(7) WMake such arrangenents for extending the use of school
buses or other school transportation facilities as nay seem
desirable for the transportation of teachers, as well as pupils,
or for otherwi se furthering the war and civilian defense effort;

(8) Provide, in lieu of pupil transportation required by
law, tuition to a school in another district, when educational
facilities can thus be nade avail able, w thout requiring such
pupils to walk nore than two nmiles to the school to which the
pupi | has been assi gned. The above provisions shall also apply
in any case where the Departnment of [Public Instruction]
practices will result in the nore econom cal use of school
facilities and the conservation of transportation equi prment;

(9) Obtain the full State subsidy provided for fully and
regularly certificated teachers when, at the request of the
responsi bl e school district, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction has issued to a teacher tenporarily enployed, a
speci al emergency wartine certificate to teach in the subject or
field for which warti ne emergency conditions nmake it necessary
to enpl oy such teacher

Section 44. Section 520.1 of the act, added January 14, 1952
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(1951 P.L.1940, No.541), is anended to read:

Section 520.1. Tenporary Energency Provisions.--(a)

Whenever an energency shall arise which the board of school
directors of any school district in the performance of its
duties could not anticipate or foresee, and whi ch energency
shall result in any such school district being unable to provide
for the attendance of all pupils during the prescribed | ength of
school days, nunber of days per week, or usual hours of classes,
it shall be found as a fact by the school directors of any
school district and so recorded on the mnutes of a regular or
speci al neeting of such board and certified to the
Superintendent of [Public Instruction] Education, and such board
of school directors, subject to the approval of the
Superintendent of [Public Instruction] Education, shall have
power to put into operation in such school district any one or
nore of the tenporary provisions hereinafter provided for, but
in no event shall such tenporary provisions remain in effect for
a period of nore than four years after they are first put into
effect.

(b) Subject to the foregoing provisions, any board of school
di rectors may:

(1) Keep the schools of the district in session such days
and nunber of days per week as they shall deem necessary or
desirable, but the provisions of this act requiring a m ni num of
one hundred eighty (180) session days as a school year shall not
be affected thereby.

(2) Reduce the length of time of daily instruction for
various courses and cl asses.

(c) Any school district, by invoking the powers herein

granted, shall not thereby forfeit its right to rei nbursenment by
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t he Commonweal th or other State-aid as otherw se provided for by
this act.

Section 45. Section 523 of the act, anended Septenber 12,
1961 (P.L.1272, No.558), January 14, 1970 (1969 P.L.468, No.192)
and Novenber 2, 1973 (P.L.321, No.103), is anmended to read:

Section 523. Educational Broadcasting.--

(a) The State Board of Education shall adopt and anend, when
necessary, a State Plan for Educational Broadcasting. The State
pl an shall provide for the devel opnent of educati onal
broadcasting facilities in the Commonweal th and shall define
educat i onal broadcasting service areas which shall be served by
speci fied broadcasting centers. The Departnent of Education
shall promulgate regulations to inplenent the State plan. Prior
to adoption or amendnent of the State plan, the board shal
submt the plan to the Pennsylvania Public Tel evision Network
Conmi ssion and receive its coments thereon.

(b) The board of school directors of any school district may
enter into an agreenent or agreenents with one or nore school
districts and/or internediate units and/or with other
educational institutions or agencies and/or with non-profit
organi zations for the joint operation of an educati onal
television and/or radio station. In the case where the nenbers
of the board of school directors and/or internediate unit board
of directors are nenbers of any non-profit conmunity corporation
hol ding a valid Federal Communi cations Commi ssion broadcasti ng
license for a television and/or radio station, these non-profit
comunity corporations which are a part of the State Plan for
Educati onal Broadcasting, nay enter into contracts with the
State Public School Building Authority for the purpose of

constructing, inproving, maintaining, operating, furnishing and
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equi ppi ng these educati onal broadcasting facilities as a part of
t he public school system of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(c) The board of school directors of any school district and
any intermediate unit board of directors may enter into an
agreenent or agreenents with one or nore school districts and/or
intermedi ate unit boards of directors and/ or other educational
institutions or agencies and/or non-profit or commerci al
organi zati ons for broadcasti ng.

(d) The Department of [Public Instruction] Education may
enter into agreenents with educational or commercial radio
and/ or television networks or stations, non-profit organi zations
radi o and/or television production centers, or any internediate
units, school district or districts for the purpose of
educati onal broadcasting.

(e) The Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education and
boards of school directors of any school district or
internediate units, or both, may contract for educational
broadcasts for children or adults, using State funds or State-
adm ni stered Federal funds appropriated for that purpose, or
private grants or gifts.

(f) In accordance with the State plan for educati onal
broadcasting, the Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education
may establish and/ or operate a broadcasting station and/or
pur chase, produce and/or contract to purchase or produce tapes,
films and/ or recordings for educational broadcasting.

Section 46. Section 524 of the act, anmended Cctober 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312) and January 14, 1970 (1969 P.L.468, No.192),

is anended to read:

Section 524. d osure of Schools or Departnents.--The board

of school directors of any school district, including nerged or
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union districts, and any boards of school directors establishing
any joint school or departnent, shall not close any school or
departnment during the school term unless such action shal
advance the orderly devel opnent of attendance areas within an
approved adm nistrative unit and has been approved by the
Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education. In the event a
school board shall determ ne prior to the beginning of the next
school termto close any school or departnent, sixty (60) days'
notice, in witing, prior to the closing of any school or
departnent, shall be given to all tenporary professional and

pr of essi onal enpl oyes affected thereby, unless such action shal
advance the orderly devel opnent of attendance areas within an
approved adm nistrative unit and has been approved by the
Department of [Public Instruction] Education. Upon failure to
give witten notice of intention to close any school or
departnent, the school district shall pay such enployes their
salaries until the end of the school year during which such
school s or departnents were cl osed.

Tenporary professional or professional enployes, whose
positions are abolished as a result of the action of the board
of school directors in closing a school or departnent, or
reassigning pupils inits effort to consumate partially or
wholly the orderly devel opnent of approved adm nistrative and
attendance areas, nmay not be suspended until the end of the
school year if such action is taken during the school year or
| ater than sixty (60) days prior to the opening of the next
school term

The paynent of salary to any tenporary professional or

pr of essi onal enpl oye shall be discontinued inmediately, if such

enpl oye obt ai ns other enploynment which, in the judgnent of the
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board of school directors, could not have been obtained or held
i f such school or departnment had not been cl osed: Provided,
however, That if the salary in the new position is |ess than the
sal ary the professional enploye would have received had he

remai ned in the enploynent of the school district, the school
district shall be liable for the difference.

Section 47. Section 525 of the act, amended October 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:

Section 525. Establishnent and Operation of Educati onal
Tel evi si on and Broadcasting Facilities.--Wenever funds becone
avai |l abl e from any source whatever for the purpose of (1)
establ i shing and where necessary operating such pil ot
educational television projects, (2) purchasing, producing and
contracting for the purchase or production of tapes, filns and
recordi ngs for educational broadcasting, (3) making special
grants to school districts, county boards of school directors
and State coll eges for educational broadcasting services
procured by themwhere it is determ ned by the Departnent of
[Public Instruction] Education that the awardi ng of such speci al
grants will materially encourage the use of educati onal
television facilities, (4) establishing educational television
facilities in accordance with the State plan for educational
broadcasting, and (5) establishing network facilities to Iink
educati onal broadcasting facilities as may be required by the
State plan for educational broadcasting or any of these
pur poses, the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education nmay

expend such funds for such purpose or purposes in anmobunts to be
determ ned by the Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education
in accordance with policies approved by the State Board of

Education. This section shall not be construed to authorize the
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expenditure of any State funds for such purposes unl ess
specifically appropriated by the General Assenbly.

Section 48. Section 1361 of the act, anended May 11, 1979
(P.L.26, No.7), is anended to read:

Section 1361. When Provided.--(1) The board of school
directors in any school district may, out of the funds of the
district, provide for the free transportati on of any resident
pupil to and fromthe kindergarten, elenmentary school, or
secondary school in which he is lawfully enrolled, provided that
such school is not operated for profit and is located within the
di strict boundaries or outside the district boundaries at a
di stance not exceeding [ten] twenty mles by the nearest public
hi ghway, except that [such ten-mile] the limt shall not apply
to area vocational technical schools which regularly serve
eligible district pupils or to special schools and cl asses
approved by the Departnent of Education, and to and from any
points within or without the Conmonwealth in order to provide
field trips for any purpose connected with the educati onal
pursuits of the pupils. Wen provision is nade by a board of
school directors for the transportation of public school pupils
to and from such schools or to and fromany points within or
wi t hout the Commonwealth in order to provide field trips as
herei n provided, the board of school directors shall also make
i dentical provision for the free transportation of pupils who
regul arly attend nonpublic kindergarten, elenmentary and hi gh
school s not operated for profit to and from such schools or to
and fromany points within or without the Commonweal th in order
to provide field trips as herein provided. Such transportation
of pupils attendi ng nonpublic schools shall be provided during

regul ar school hours on such dates and periods that the
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nonpubl i ¢ school not operated for profit is in regular session,
according to the school calendar officially adopted by the
directors of the sane in accordance with provisions of |law The
board of school directors shall provide such transportation
whenever so required by any of the provisions of this act or of
any ot her act of Assenbly.

(2) The board of school directors in any school district
may, if the board deens it to the best interest of the school
district, for the purposes of transporting pupils as required or
aut hori zed by any of the provisions of this act or of any other
act of the Assenbly, appropriate funds for urban common carrier
mass transportation purposes fromcurrent revenues to urban
comon carrier mass transportation authorities to assist the
authorities to nmeet costs of operation, maintenance, capital
i nprovenents, and debt service. Said contributions shall not be
subj ect to reinbursenent by the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(3) The State Board of Education shall adopt regul ations,

i ncluding qualifications of school bus drivers, to govern the
transportati on of school pupils.

Section 49. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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