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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 17155

I NTRODUCED BY STERN, JUNE 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, defining "incident," "incident area” and "incident

cl earance"; and providing for duties of drivers approaching

acci dent or incident scene.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding definitions to read:
§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

* * %

"Incident." An energency road user occurrence, a natural

di saster or a special event.

"I ncident area." An area of a hi ghway where authori zed
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officials inpose a tenporary traffic control zone in response to

an i ncident.

"I nci dent cl earance." The process of hi ghway crash

cl earance, renovi ng w eckage, debris or any other nmatter that

di srupts the normal flow of traffic and restori ng roadway

capacity to its pre-incident condition. The termi ncl udes

tenporary repair to the infrastructure.

* * %

Section 2. Title 75 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 3745. 2. Duti es of drivers approachi ng acci dent or incident

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wen in or approachi ng an i nci dent area,

a driver shall obey the direction of any authorized offici al

directing traffic and all applicable traffic control devices.

(b)Y Authorized towi ng and recovery functions. --\VWen directed

by a police officer, towing and recovery service providers are

aut hori zed to performthe foll owi ng enunerated functi ons and any

ot her actions reasonably necessary to performthose enunerated

functi ons:

(1) Renpval of vehicles fromthe incident area.

(2) Protection of property and vehi cl es.

(3) Renpval of debris fromthe roadway.

(4) Transportation of persons or cargo.

(c) Incident clearance.--Towi ng and recovery service

providers acting as responders to an incident when a police

officer is present in the incident area shall remain at | east 50

feet fromany vehicle or weckage i nvolved in the incident and

shall not proceed with incident clearance until directed by a

police officer.

(d) Penalty.--Any person violating this section conmts a
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1 summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay

2 a fine of not nore than $500.

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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