SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2053, 3306, 3334 PRINTER S NO. 3724

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1618 *%x”

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, PALLONE, FLEAGLE, PHI LLIPS, BELFANTI,
BENNI NGHOFF, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CORNELL, CREI GHTON,
DALLY, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, CEI ST, GEORGE, CERGELY,
HARHAI , HARRI' S, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, KILLION, LEACH, MANN,
MARKGOSEK, O NEI LL, PICKETT, PRESTON, QUI GLEY, ROEBUCK
STABACK, T. STEVENSON, STURLA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOMAS, Tl GUE, TRUE, WOJNARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK,
KAUFFMVAN, WANSACZ, GOCDNVAN, CLYMER, BALDW N AND BASTI AN,
JUNE 3, 2005

SENATOR RHOADES, EDUCATI ON, | N SENATE, AS ANMENDED,
MARCH 14, 2006
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for participation +r
graduatien——cererpny— BY STUDENTS W TH DI SABILITIES I N H GH

SCHOOL GRADUATI ON CEREMONI ES.

The General Assenbly hereby declares its intention to enact a
version of Ashley's Law in this Commonweal th te—put—+nto—effeect
he findi Y I By

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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to—adopt—rulesforthat purpose—

SECTION 1. THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), KNOMWN <—
AS THE PUBLI C SCHOCOL CODE OF 1949, |S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A
SECTI ON TO READ:

SECTI ON 1614. PARTI Cl PATI ON BY STUDENTS WTH DISABILITIES I N

H GH SCHOOL CRADUATI ON CEREMONIES. --(A)  FOR THE 2005- 2006

SCHOCOL YEAR AND EACH SCHOOL_YEAR THEREAFTER, A BOARD OF SCHOOL

DI RECTORS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT, AN AREA VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL
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SCHOOL OR A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL ALLOW A STUDENT WTH A

DI SABILITY, VWHOSE | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM AS

ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO 22 PA. CODE § 14.131 (RELATING TO | EP)

PRESCRI BES CONTI NUED SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS BEYOND THE

FOURTH YEAR OF H GH SCHOOL, TO PARTI Cl PATE | N COMVENCEMENT

CEREMONI ES W TH THE STUDENT' S GRADUATI NG CLASS AND RECEI VE A

CERTI FI CATE OF ATTENDANCE, PROVI DED THAT THE STUDENT HAS

ATTENDED FOUR (4) YEARS OF HI GH SCHOOL REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE

STUDENT HAS COVPLETED THE | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

(B)  NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PRECLUDE A

STUDENT WTH A DISABILITY FROM RECEI VING A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA

VWHEN THE STUDENT SATI SFACTORILY COMPLETES AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED

EDUCATI ON PROGRAM AS REQUI RED UNDER 22 PA. CCDE 8§ 14.131.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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