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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1618 *%x”

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, PALLONE, FLEAGLE, PHI LLIPS, BELFANTI,
BENNI NGHOFF, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CORNELL, CREI GHTON,
DALLY, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, CEI ST, GEORGE, CERGELY,
HARHAI , HARRI' S, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, KILLION, LEACH, MANN,
MARKGOSEK, O NEI LL, PICKETT, PRESTON, QUI GLEY, ROEBUCK
STABACK, T. STEVENSON, STURLA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR

THOMAS, Tl GUE, TRUE, WOJNARGCSKI,

YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK

KAUFFMVAN, WANSACZ, GOCDNVAN, CLYMER, BALDW N AND BASTI AN,

JUNE 3, 2005

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON,
DECEMBER 15, 2005

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An

act relating to the public schoo
provi sions applicable as well to

| system including certain
private and parochi al

school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for participation in

graduati on cerenony.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEREBY DECLARES | TS I NTENTI ON TO ENACT A <—

VERSI ON OF ASHLEY' S LAWIN TH S COMWONVWEALTH TO PUT | NTO EFFECT

THE FI NDI NGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10,
as the Public School Code of 1949,
section to read:

Secti on 1504. 1. Partici pati on i

1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known

i s amended by adding a

n G aduati on Cerenony. --(a)

The CGeneral Assenbly finds the fol

OW NnQ:
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(1) Each year, school districts across this Conmmpbnweal t h

celebrate their students' acconplishnents through graduati on

cerenpni es at whi ch hi gh school diplonas are best owed upon

students who have conpleted their hi gh school requirenents.

(2) There are children with disabilities in this

Commpnweal th who have attended four (4) years of hi gh school

but whose i ndividualized educati on prograns prescri be conti nued

education after the fourth year of high school, which nay

i ncl ude reqgul ar educati on, special education, transition

pl anning, transition services or related services.

(3) It is wll established that the awardi ng of a hi gh

school diploma to and the hi gh school graduation of a child with

a disability is tantanpunt to the ternination of eliqgibility for

speci al education and rel ated services for the student under

appl i cabl e Federal | aw.

(4) WNMany children with disabilities who will continue their

public education in accordance with their individualized

educati on prograns after attendi ng hi gh school for four (4)

vears wi sh to celebrate their acconpli shnments by partici pati ng

in a graduation cerenony with their cl assnates.

(5) The opportunity for classmates with disabilities and

those without disabilities to celebrate their acconpli shnents

t oget her only occurs once, and the opportunity to cel ebrate the

recei pt of a diploma several years after one's cl assmates have

graduat ed di m ni shes the experi ence for students whose age peers

have | eft hi gh school several years earlier

(b)Y By March 1, 2006, each school district that operates a

hi gh school nust have a policy and procedures that all ow a

student with a disability who satisfactorily conpl etes a speci al

educati on program devel oped by an | ndi vi duali zed Educati on
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Program (| EP) team or otherwi se neets requirenents of 22 Pa.

Code Ch. 4 (relating to academ c standards and assessnent), but

whose | EP prescri bes conti nued education after the fourth year

of high school to participate in the graduati on cerenpony of the

student's hi gh school graduating cl ass and receive a certificate

of attendance. Conti nued educati on i ncludes regul ar educati on,

speci al education, transition planning, transiti on services or

rel ated services. Policies and procedures adopted pursuant to

this section shall:

(1) be effective in tine to allow participation in

graduati on cerenonies at the end of the 2005-2006 school vyear:

and

(2) require tinely and neani ngful witten notice to students

with disabilities and their parents or guardi ans.

(c) Nothing in this act shall be construed to preclude

receipt of a diploma at a |later date if the student with a

disability satisfactorily conpl etes a speci al educati on program

devel oped by an | ndivi dualized Educati on Program (|1 EP) team or

who ot herwi se neets requi renents of 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4.

(d) The Departnent of Education shall nonitor and enforce

conpliance with the provisions of this section and is authorized

to adopt rules for that purpose.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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