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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1573 %%

| NTRODUCED BY JAMES, FREEMAN, LEVDANSKY, WATERS, BEBKO- JONES,
BELFANTI, BLACKWELL, CALTAG RONE, CRUZ, D. EVANS, FRANKEL
GERGELY, GOCDMVAN, LEACH, MANDERI NO, READSHAW SHANER,
STABACK, THOVAS, WALKO, WASHI NGTON, WHEATLEY, W LLI AMS AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 11, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 11, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for election day registration; and inposing penalties.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

CHAPTER 1
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

Section 101. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the El ection Day
Regi strati on Act.
Section 102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"County board.” The county board of el ections.
"Departnment.” The Departnent of State of the Commonweal t h.
CHAPTER 3

ELECTI ON DAY REG STRATI ON
Section 301. Election day registration.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An individual otherwise eligible to vote
may register to vote on the day of any primary, municipal or
general election by appearing in person at the polling place for
the election district in which the individual maintains
resi dence, conpleting a registration card, making an oath in the
form prescribed by the departnment and providing proof of
resi dence.

(b) Proof of residence.--An individual nay prove residence
by any of the follow ng nethods:

(1) By displaying a valid driver's |icense.

20050H1573B1957 - 2 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(2) By show ng any docunment approved by the departnent.
(3) By the witten statenent of an elector registered to

vote in that election district, sworn to in the presence of a

judge of elections, stating to the effect that the el ector

personal |y knows that the individual is a resident of the

el ection district. An individual who proves residence under

t his paragraph on el ection day may not sign a proof of

resi dence oath vouching for any other individual on that

el ection day.

Section 302. Procedure.

(a) Judges of elections.--Voter registration under this act
shall be conducted by judges of elections. A judge who registers
an individual voter may not process that voter's ballot at any
time prior to opening of the ballot box after the voting ends.

(b) Registration cards.--Registration cards and forns for
oat hs shall be avail able at each polling place. If an individual
who registers on election day proves residence under section
301(b)(3) (relating to election day registration), the form
containing that statenent shall be attached to the individual's
registration card. Registration cards conpleted on el ection day
shall be forwarded to the appropriate county board, which shal
add the nane of each voter to the registration rolls unless the
information forwarded is substantially deficient. Each judge of
el ections registering a person on election day shall initial the
voter registration card of that i ndividual.

(c) Deficient registration.--A county board which finds an
el ection day registration substantially deficient shall nmai
witten notice of same to the individual. An el ection day
regi stration shall not be found deficient solely because the

i ndi vi dual who provided proof of residence was ineligible to do
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so.
Section 303. Maps.

The county board shall provide each polling place with a
detail ed map showing el ection districts in order to assi st
j udges of elections in determ ning whether an address is | ocated
in that district.
Section 304. Record of attenpted registrations.

The judge of elections responsible for election day
regi stration at each polling place shall keep a record of the
nunber of individuals who attenpt to register on el ection day
but who cannot provide proof of residence as required by this
act. This record shall be forwarded to the county board with the
el ection returns for that election district.
Section 305. Verification by mail.

Wthin ten days of an election, each county board shall send
a notice to a random sanpling of no | ess than 25% of i ndi vidual s
regi stered on el ection day. The random sanpling shall be
determi ned in accordance with the rules of the departnment. As
soon as practicable after the election, the county board shal
mai | registration verification notices to all individuals
regi stered on election day. If a notice is returned as not
deliverable, the county board shall attenpt to determ ne the
reason for the return. A county board which does not receive or
obtain satisfactory proof of an individual's eligibility to vote
shall imediately notify the district attorney and the
depart nment.

CHAPTER 5
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTI ES

Section 501. Prohibited acts.

(a) GCeneral.--A person may not do any of the follow ng:

20050H1573B1957 - 4 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(1) Cause an individual's nane to be registered in any
el ection district if that individual is not eligible to vote.

(2) Cause an individual's nane to be registered for the
pur pose of voting in nore than one election district or in
any election district in which the individual does not

mai ntai n resi dence.

(3) Msrepresent an individual's identity when
attenpting to register to vote.

(4) AId, abet, counsel or procure any other individual
to violate this act.

(b) Judge of elections.--A judge of elections may not all ow
an unregi stered voter to vote in any el ection.

(c) Gading.--Aviolation of this section constitutes a
m sdeneanor of the second degr ee.

Section 502. Enforcenent.

Prosecution for violations of this act shall be brought by
the district attorney, upon information supplied by the
departnment, a county election officer or any person.

CHAPTER 11
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
Section 1101. Construction of act.

This act shall be construed as providing a procedure for
registration in addition to those nethods as are now provi ded by
I aw.

Section 1102. Regul ati ons.

The departnent may pronul gate rules and regul ations to

adm ni ster and enforce this act.
Section 1103. Repeals.
Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are

i nconsistent with this act.
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Section 1104. Applicability.

This act shall apply to the nunicipal or general election
occurring in the year next follow ng the year of final enactnent
of this act, and to each primary, nunicipal and general election
t hereafter.

Section 1105. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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