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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1571 %%

| NTRODUCED BY JAMES, WATERS, MGEEHAN, KI RKLAND, BEBKO- JONES,
BELFANTI, BLAUM CALTAG RONE, DeWEESE, GOCDMVAN, JOSEPHS,
METCALFE, PRESTON, REICHLEY, ROONEY, SHANER, THOVAS, TI GUE
WLLI AM5, WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOOD, MNAY 11, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES, MAY 11, 2005
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AN ACT
Specifying the individuals who are entitled to receive autopsy
reports and associ ated nedi cal records prepared by coroners
and nedi cal exam ners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Autopsy
Report Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Next of kin." A surviving spouse, parent, sibling or adult
child of a decedent.

Section 3. Copies of autopsy reports.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of lawto the contrary,

i ncludi ng honme rule charter provisions, a coroner or nedical



exam ner shall, upon paynent of a reasonable fee, release a copy
of the autopsy report of a decedent, including all associated
nmedi cal records, to any person who qualifies as the decedent's
next of Kkin.

Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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