PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1892 PRINTER S NO. 4230

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1537 *%x”

| NTRODUCED BY O NEI LL, ARMSTRONG, CALTAG RONE, CREI GHTON,
DENLI NGER, GERCELY, GODSHALL, Ml LHATTAN, R M LLER, ROEBUCK
ROHRER, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, Tl GUE, WHEATLEY AND YOUNGBLOOD.
MAY 5, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 14, 2006
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing a program for obtaining information from
institutions of higher education in a uniformmanner to
permt statistical conparison; and inposing additional powers
and duties on the Departnment of Education and institutions of
hi gher educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Teacher
Assessnent Report Card Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Institution of higher education.”™ A public or private

coll ege or university offering a teacher education program
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approved by the Departnent of Educati on.
"Report card."” The teacher assessnent report card identified

in section 4 (relating to teacher assessnent report card).

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonweal th.
"Teacher assessnment test for initial certification.™ The
ot | L . o ETYRVEVITE -
{relatingto—assessrent)— ASSESSMENT TOCL | DENTI FI ED BY THE <—

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO BE USED TO EVALUATE A CANDI DATE' S
PREPAREDNESS FOR | NI TI AL CERTI FI CATI ON.
Section 3. Duties of institutions of higher education.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Each institution of higher education
shall conplete a report card in accordance with this act and on
a uniformform prepared and furni shed by the departnent.

(b) Tine.--The report card formshall be conpleted by each
institution of higher education for each academ c year and
forwarded to the departnent on a schedule to be established by
the secretary.

Section 4. Teacher assessnment report card.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The teacher assessnent report card shal
contain information to assist teachers, students and the general
public in assessing, evaluating and conparing the quality of
educati on being provided to higher education students in
approved teacher education prograns.

(b) Access to report cards.--The secretary shall make use of
nodern technol ogy to assure wi de access and distribution of the
i nformati on provided on the report cards and shall include such
information as the secretary in his discretion deens necessary
to assist the general public in assessing, evaluating, conparing

and understanding the quality of education being provided

students—+nAinstitutions—ofhigher—educati-on— STUDENTS ENROLLED <—

20050H1537B4230 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

I N TEACHER EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AT | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER
EDUCATI ON.

(c) Contents.--The report card formshall state that the
information is provided for the purpose of presenting an
overview of the applicable institution of higher education and
shall not be deenmed to create a set of standards relating to the
qual ity of education being offered in that institution of higher
education and other institutions of higher education. This
i nformation shall include, but not be limted to, the follow ng:

(1) Nunber of students enrolled in approved
post secondary teacher education prograns in an academ c year.

(2) Nunber of students who applied or were accepted to
take the teacher assessnment test for initial certification in
t hat acadenic year.

(3) Nunber of students who passed the teacher assessnent
test for initial certification after the first attenpt.

(4) Nunber of students who passed the teacher assessnent
test for initial certification after nultiple attenpts.

(5) Average nunber of attenpts taken in order to pass
t he teacher assessnent test for initial certification.

(6) Report of the teacher assessnent test for initial
certification results by the individual H-eersure-area— <—
SUBJECT MATTER OR CONTENT AREA TESTED. TH S REPORT SHALL BE <—
LI M TED TO THOSE SUBJECT MATTER AREAS OR CONTENT AREAS | N
VWH CH NO FEWER THAN TEN STUDENTS WERE TESTED.

(7) REPORT THE NUVBER OF FACULTY TEACH NG A SUBJECT
MATTER AREA OR CONTENT AREA, THE NUMBER OF FACULTY THAT HAVE
OBTAI NED A TEACHER CERTI FI CATI ON AND THE NUMBER OF FACULTY
VWHO HAVE CLASSROOM TEACHI NG EXPERI ENCE

A (8) Such other information as deenmed necessary by <—
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t he departnent.

Section 5. Duties of departnent.

(a) Form devel opnent.--The departnment shall prepare a
uniformreport card formand distribute that formto each
Pennsyl vani a i nstitution of higher education no |ater than Apri
15 of each academ c year. The formshall include a description
of each requirenment in section 4 (relating to teacher assessnent
report card) witten in plain English.

(b) Statew de report. --

(1) Upon receipt of the conpleted report card
information fromthe individual institution of higher
education by a date certain established by the departnent,

t he departnent shall conpile a Statew de report for the

acadenmi c year for which data is supplied and the prior two

academ c years, including a listing of each institution of

hi gher education and the information required under section

4.

(2) For purposes of the Statew de report, the departnent
shall not be required to conpile or distribute data for the
prior two academ c years until such tine as the data becones
avai | abl e.

(3) (i) The departnent shall make avail able to each

institution of higher education a draft copy of its

Statewi de report before initiating the final report

requi red by subsection (c).

(1i) An institution of higher education shall have

20 days fromreceipt of its draft Statew de report to
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chanrge— SUBM T CORRECTI ONS TO THE DEPARTMENT. CORRECTI ONS

SHALL BE ACCOVMPANI ED BY SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATI ON.

(4) The information received under section 4 shall be
deened to be accurate for any institution of higher education
that does not resubmt its draft Statew de report to the
departnment on a tinmely basis.

(c) Release of final report.--No later than January 1
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foll owi ng the academ c year for which report card data has been

10 furnished by the institutions of higher education, except that
11 for the 2005-20606 2006- 2007 academ c year when the date shall be
12 February 1, the departnent shall furnish each institution of

13 higher education with its conpleted report card. The report card
14 shall include information as specified in section 4 and the

15 Statew de report as specified in subsection (b).

16 Section 6. Dissemnation of report card.

17 (a) Students.--No later than March 1, except for the 2005-
18 2006 2006- 2007 academ c year when the date shall be April 1

19 each institution of higher education shall make the applicable
20 report card available to postsecondary students in approved

21 teacher education prograns either at the office of the dean or
22 head of the teacher education program of the respective

23 institution of higher education or by posting the report card on
24 the canpus Internet website.

25 (b) General public.--The departnment shall publicize the

26 Statewide results as defined in section 5(c) (relating to duties
27 of departnent) by posting the report on the departnent's

28 Internet website no later than March 1, except for the 2005-2006
29 2006- 2007 academ c year when the date shall be April 1

30 (c) GCeneral Assenbly.--The departnent shall forward a copy
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1 of the Statewide results of the report card to the chairperson

2 and mnority chairperson of the Education Conmmttee of the

3 Senate and the chairperson and mnority chairperson of the

4 Education Conmmttee of the House of Representatives.

5 Section 7. Cause of action.

6 Not hing in this act shall be construed as establishing cause

7 of action for educational mal practice by students.

8 Section 8. Additional requirenents.

9 (a) State Board of Education.--The State Board of Educati on
10 shall adopt policies, standards, rules and regul ati ons necessary
11 for the proper admnistration and inplenmentation of this act.

12 (b) Departnent of Education.--The Departnent of Education

13 shall provide technical assistance to institutions of higher

14 education in conpleting forns as required by section 3(a)

15 (relating to duties of institutions of higher education).

16 Section 9. Effective date.

17 This act shall take effect July 1, 20665 2006, or inmmediately, <—
18 whichever is later.
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