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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1518 %%
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LEDERER, BEBKGO- JONES, RCEBUCK, YOUNGBLOOD, PI STELLA, WALKQO
KI RKLAND, JAMES AND BLACKWELL, MNAY 3, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"™ providing for violence prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1551. Violence Program--(a) Each public school

student shall receive nmandatory instruction in preventi on of

violence in society in general and in schools in particular in

every grade from ki ndergarten through grade twel ve. The

instruction shall be integrated within the health course of

study required in accordance with the State Board of Educati on

requl ations. In grades where health is offered, instructi on nay

al so be integrated i nto ot her appropri ate courses of study. In

grades where health is not offered, instruction shall be




integrated i nto an appropriate curriculumrequirenent.

(1) This instruction:

(i) Shall be age appropri ate.

(ii) Shall be sequential in nethod of study.

(iii) Shall explain the causes of viol ence.

(iv) Shall espouse the rejection of violence in society in

general and in schools in particul ar.

(2) School districts may utilize any appropriate public or

private nmaterials, personnel and other resources in devel opi ng

and i npl enenting this program of instruction. The Pennsyl vani a

State Police shall nmke avail able i nformati on about appropriate

curriculum materials upon request of a school district.

(b)Y Each school district is authorized to devel op and offer

i nstructi on and di scussion relating to this programfor parents

of students enrolled in the public schools.

(c) The Departnent of Education shall devel op curri cul um

qui delines for this program

(d) The Departnent of Educati on shall nake avail able to al

school districts and internmedi ate units in-service training

prograns based upon the instruction requirenents established in

subsection (a) and the curricul um qui delines established in

subsection (c).

(e) Each school district shall provide, as part of its in-

service training, prograns on violence for all instructors whose

t eachi ng responsi bilities include courses of study in which

mandat ed i nstructi on concerning violence is integrated. To

conply with this requirenent, a school district may utilize the

prograns nade avail able by the Departnent of Educati on or use

other alternative prograns.

(f) The governi ng board of each internediate unit in which a
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nonpublic school is |ocated shall have the authority and the

duty to loan to all students attendi ng nonpublic schools w thin

the internmediate unit all educational materi als devel oped by the

Departnment of Education pursuant to this section. Local school

boards need not expend funds which are not provided by either

the Federal Governnent or State governnent for the use or | oan

of these materials. A nonpublic school nmay utilize the in-

service trai ni ng prograns nmade avail abl e by the Departnent of

Educati on through the internedi ate unit.

Section 2. The addition of section 1551 of the act shall
apply to school years which begin after the effective date of
this section.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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