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AN ACT
Providing for recruitnment and retention of nurses; establishing
t he Pennsylvania Center for Nursing; and nmaking an
appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Nurse
Recrui tnent and Retention Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The center will repay the Commonweal th's i nvest nent
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by providing an ongoing strategy for the allocation of the
Commonweal th's resources directed toward nursing.

(2) It is inperative that the Commonweal th protect its
i nvestment and progress made in its nursing efforts to date.
The center is the appropriate neans to do this.

(3) The center shall have adequate budget support for
its operations so that it may have adequate resources to
carry out this act.

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Pennsylvania Center for Nursing Board of
Directors.
"Center." The Pennsylvania Center for Nursing established in

section 4 (relating to Pennsylvania Center for Nursing).
Section 4. Pennsylvania Center for Nursing.

(a) Establishnent.--The Pennsylvania Center for Nursing is
established as a | egislative agency.

(b) Powers and duties.--The center has the foll ow ng powers
and duti es:

(1) To address issues of supply and demand of the
nursing work force in this Commonweal th. This paragraph
i ncl udes education, recruitnment, retention and utilization of
nurse personnel resources.

(2) To develop a Statew de nursing work force consortium
anong schools, health care providers and ot her rel evant
institutions to plan and inpl enment nodel s which enhance
educational and career nobility for nurses.

(3) To establish a nechanismto nmaintain the consortium
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under paragraph (2) on a long-term basis so the nonitoring of
nursi ng care needs and the building of a nursing work force
wi th correspondi ng strengths becone ongoi ng conponents of
this Cormonweal th's health care structure as foll ows:

(1) Conduct a conprehensive assessnent of the
current and projected nursing care needs in this
Conmonweal t h.

(i1i) Develop a dependable systemfor estinmating
future needs.

(iti1) Analyze the capacity of this Conmonwealth's
nursing work force to neet these needs.

(iv) Analyze the area's educational infrastructure
to produce the nunbers and types of nursing professionals
required.

(v) Convene various groups representative of nurses,
ot her health care providers, business and industry,
consuners, legislators and educators to do all of the
fol | ow ng:

(A) Review and conment on data anal ysis
conducted by the center.
(B) Reconmend system ¢ changes, needed to

i nprove delivery of health care services by nurses,

i ncluding strategies for inplenmentation of

recommended changes.

(C Evaluate and report the results of these
efforts to the General Assenbly and ot hers.

(D) Pronote nmedia and positive inmage-building
efforts for nursing.

(E) Report with evidenced-based data the

rel ati onship of nursing care to the positive outcones
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of the health consumer

(c) Director.--The center shall be operated by a director
enpl oyed by the board under section 5(f)(4) (relating to board
of directors).
Section 5. Board of directors.

(a) Establishnent.--The center shall be governed by a board
of directors.

(b) Menbership.--The board shall consist of the foll ow ng
directors:

(1) Four directors appointed by the President pro

tenpore of the Senate as foll ows:

(i) One director nust be a professional registered
nur se.

(ii) One director nust be a representative of the
hospi tal industry.

(ti1) The remaining directors nust represent other
heal th care professions, business, industry, health care
provi ders or consuners.

(2) Four directors appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives as foll ows:

(i) One director nust be a professional registered
nur se.

(ii) One director nust be a representative of the
| ong-term care industry.

(ti1) The remaining directors nust represent other
heal th care professions, business, industry, health care
provi ders or consuners.

(3) Three directors appointed by the Governor as
fol | ows:

(1) Two directors nust be professional registered
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nur ses.
(ii) One director nust be a representative of the

home heal th care industry.

(4) Four directors appointed by the Governor as follows:
(i) Al directors nust be nurse educators.
(ii) One director nust have experience in the

devel opnent and i npl enentation of a di pl oma school of

nur si ng.
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(iii1) One director nust have experience in the

10 devel opnent and i npl enentati on of an associ ate degree

11 nursi ng program

12 (iv) One director nust have experience in the

13 devel opnent and i npl enentati on of a baccal aureate degree
14 nursi ng program

15 (v) One director nust have experience in the

16 devel opnent and i npl enentation of a practical nursing

17 program

18 (c) Terms.--

19 (1) Directors under subsection (b)(1) and (2) shal

20 serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority and nmay not
21 serve consecutively for nore than eight years.

22 (2) Directors under subsection (b)(3) shall serve as

23 fol | ows:

24 (i) One director shall serve an initial termof four
25 years.

26 (ii) ©One director shall serve an initial term of

27 t hree years.

28 (tii1) One director shall serve initial ternms of two
29 years.

30 (iv) Each termfollowing an initial termshall be
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1 for four years.

2 (v) A director under this paragraph may not serve
3 nore than two ternms consecutively.

4 (3) Directors under subsection (b)(4) shall serve as

5 fol | ows:

6 (i) One director shall serve an initial termof four
7 years.

8 (ii) ©One director shall serve an initial term of

9 t hree years.

10 (ti1) Two directors shall serve an initial term of
11 two years.

12 (iv) Each termfollowing an initial termshall be
13 for four years.

14 (v) A director under this paragraph may not serve
15 nore than two ternms consecutively.

16 (4) A vacancy under subsection (b)(3) or (4) shall be
17 filled by the appointing authority for the renmai nder of the
18 term

19 (5) A director shall hold office until a successor is
20 appoi nted and qualifi ed.
21 (d) Quorum--Eight directors constitute a quorum
22 (e) Oficers.--The directors shall el ect a chairperson and
23 secretary fromanong its nmenbers. An officer shall serve a term
24 of two years. An officer nmay not serve successive terns.
25 (f) Powers and duties.--The board has the foll ow ng powers
26 and duti es:
27 (1) To determ ne operational policy for the center.
28 (2) To inplement the functions of the center.
29 (3) To seek and accept private funds to carry out the
30 operations of the center.
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(4) To enploy an executive director of the center.
(5) To establish conmittees as necessary.
(6) To appoint a nultidisciplinary advisory council for

i nput and advice on policy matters.

(g) Conpensation.--Directors shall serve w thout
conpensati on but shall be reinbursed for reasonabl e and
necessary expenses in the performance of their duties.

Section 19. Appropriation.

The sum of $ , or as much thereof as may be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Pennsylvania Center for Nursing
for the fiscal year July 1, 2005, to June 30, 2006, to carry out
the provisions of this act.

Section 20. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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