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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1216 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ADOLPH, BARRAR, RAYMOND, BELARDI, BELFANTI,
Bl ANCUCCI, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CORRI GAN, CRElI GHTQON,
DALLY, DeLUCA, DeVWEESE, FICHTER, FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE,
G LLESPI E, GODSHALL, GOOD, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HENNESSEY,
HERVAN, HERSHEY, M KELLER, KILLION, KOTIK, LEDERER, LEH
MAJOR, MANN, R M LLER, O NEILL, PAYNE, PETRARCA, PETRI
PH LLI PS, PICKETT, PISTELLA, PRESTON, READSHAW REI CHLEY,
RCSS, CRAHALLA, RUBLEY, SAI NATO SCAVELLO, SHANER, SOLOBAY,
STABACK, R. STEVENSON, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, WALKO, WLT,
WOINARGCSKI ,  YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, MARCH 30, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, MARCH 30, 2005
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), entitled, as
anended, "An act providing property tax or rent rebate and
inflation dividends to certain senior citizens, w dows,
wi dowers and permanent|y di sabl ed persons with limted
i nconmes; establishing uniform standards and qualifications
for eligibility to receive rebates and divi dends; providing
for transportation assistance grants and grants to area
agencies on aging for services to ol der persons; and inposing
duti es upon the Departnent of Revenue," further defining
"incone"; and providing a definition for "Social Security
substitute pension.”

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3(1) of the act of March 11, 1971
(P.L.104, No.3), known as the Senior Citizens Rebate and
Assi stance Act, reenacted and anended Decenber 21, 1979
(P.L.570, No.131) and anended June 25, 1999 (P.L.226, No.30), is

anended and the section is anmended by adding a definition to
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read:

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

(1) "lIncome" neans all income from whatever source derived,
including but not limted to salaries, wages, bonuses,
commi ssions, income from self-enpl oynent, alinony, support
noney, cash public assistance and relief, the gross anount of
any pensions or annuities including railroad retirenent benefits
for cal endar years prior to 1999, and fifty per cent of railroad
retirement benefits for cal endar years 1999 [and thereafter]

t hrough 2002, all benefits received under the Federal Soci al

Security Act (except Medicare benefits) for cal endar years prior
to 1999, and fifty per cent of all benefits received under the
Federal Social Security Act (except Medicare benefits) for

cal endar years 1999 [and thereafter] through 2002, all benefits

recei ved under State unenpl oynent insurance |aws and veterans'
di sability paynents, all interest received fromthe Federal or
any State governnent, or any instrunmentality or political
subdi vi sion thereof, realized capital gains, rentals, worknen's
conpensati on and the gross amount of |oss of tine insurance
benefits, life insurance benefits and proceeds (except the first
five thousand dollars ($5,000) of the total of death benefit
paynents), and gifts of cash or property (other than transfers
by gift between nenbers of a household) in excess of a total

val ue of three hundred dollars ($300), but shall not include
surplus food or other relief in kind supplied by a governnent al
agency or property tax or rent rebate or inflation dividend. For

cal endar years 2005 and thereafter, "incone" shall not incl ude:

fifty per cent of all benefits recei ved under the Federal Soci al

Security Act (except Medicare benefits) and fifty per cent of

any Social Security substitute pension.
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2 (10) "Social Security substitute pension" neans a pension

3 received as a result of a person's enploynent by a governnent

4 entity or an instrunentality of a governnent entity if such

5 pensionis, in whole or in part, provided in |lieu of old age and
6 survivors benefit paynents under the Federal Social Security

7 Act. The termincludes Tier | railroad retirenent benefits. The
8 anount of the pension that qualifies as a "Social Security

9 substitute pension” shall not exceed the maxi num Federal old age
10 and survivors benefit paynents to which an individual eligible
11 for _such paynents would be entitled, |less any Federal old age

12 and survivors benefit paynents received under the Federal Social
13 Security Act for enploynent covered under such act.

14 Section 2. This act shall apply to clains filed for cal endar
15 year 2005 and each year thereafter.

16 Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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