PRINTER S NO. 1424

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1211 %%

| NTRODUCED BY McGEEHAN, BASTI AN, BELFANTI, BROANE, BUNT,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, CORRI GAN, CRUZ, DENLI NGER,
FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, GEI ST, GOODMAN, HALUSKA, HERSHEY, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KILLION, LEDERER, PHI LLIPS, PISTELLA,
PRESTON, READSHAW SAI NATO, SHANER, STABACK, SURRA, TI GUE
WALKO, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK AND PALLONE, MARCH 30, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 30, 2005

O (o0} ~NoO O~ WNE

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” requiring instruction on the subjects
of human rights violations, genocide, slavery, the nass
starvation in Ireland from 1845 to 1850 and the Hol ocaust.
The General Assenbly finds, recognizes and affirns the
i mportance to pupils of learning to appreciate the sanctity of
l[ife and the dignity of the individual. Pupils nust develop a
respect for each person as a unique individual and understand
the inmportance of a universal concern for ethics and human
rights. Therefore the General Assenbly recogni zes the inportance
of teaching our youth ethical and noral behavior specifically
relating to human rights violations, genocide issues, slavery,
the mass starvation in Ireland from 1845 to 1850 and the
Hol ocaust .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng sections
to read:

Section 1511. 2. Patriotism Citizenship and Hunan Ri ghts

Instruction.--Every public and nonpublic school in kindergarten

t hr ough grade ei ght shall provide instruction in patriotism

citi zenship and hunman ri ghts i ssues. The curricul umfor hunman

ri ghts i ssues shall include the i nhumanity of genoci de and

sl avery, and shall pay particular attention to the study of the

Hol ocaust and the Great |Irish Fam ne.

Secti on 1605. 1. Patriotism Citizenship and Hunan Ri ghts

I nstruction.--Every public and nonpublic school in grades nine

t hrough twel ve shall provide instruction in patriotism

citi zenship and hunman ri ghts i ssues. The curricul umfor hunman

ri ghts i ssues shall include the i nhumanity of genoci de and

sl avery, and shall pay particular attention to the study of the

Hol ocaust and the Great |Irish Fam ne.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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