SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1385, 1870, 2298, PRINTER S NO. 2953

2365, 2855

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1179 %%

| NTRODUCED BY R M LLER, SEMMEL, BARRAR, BENN NGHOFF,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CRAHALLA, DALLY, DeWEESE, FAI RCHI LD,
GElI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARPER,
HENNESSEY, HERVAN, HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, W KELLER, KENNEY,
KOTI K, LEDERER, MACKERETH, Ml LHATTAN, NAILOR, O NEILL,
PH LLI PS, PISTELLA, RAPP, REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, STABACK, SURRA,
TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, TIGUE, YOUNGBLOCD, ZUG S| PTROTH,
DENLI NGER, Cl VERA, MELI O, HABAY, BROWNE, SAMUELSQON, WRI GHT,
MUSTI O, THOVAS, YUDI CHAK, N CKOL, BALDW N, H CKERNELL,
S. MLLER TRUE, MGEEHAN, ALLEN AND CREI GHTON,
MARCH 29, 2005

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, OCTOBER 25, 2005

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

e
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AN ACT
Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania

Consolidated Statutes, establishing the Mlitary Famly
Rel i ef Assistance Programand the Mlitary Famly Reli ef

Assi st ance Fund. —and—aking—anr—approepriation— <—
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 51 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:
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§ 7319. MLITARY FAM LY RELI EF_ASSI STANCE. <—

(A) ESTABLI SHVENT OF FUND. --1N ORDER TO CARRY OUT THE

PURPOSES COF SECTION 315.8 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 4, 1971 (P.L.6,

NO 2), KNOWN AS THE TAX REFORM CODE OF 1971, THERE | S HEREBY

ESTABLI SHED | N THE STATE TREASURY A RESTRI CTED REVENUE ACCOUNT

WTH N THE GENERAL FUND WHI CH SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE M LI TARY

FAM LY RELI EF_ASSI STANCE FUND.

(B) ADM NI STRATI ON OF PROGRAM - -
) —THE BEPARTVENT—SHALE—ABDM-NFSTER-AND-STAFF—THE <—
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(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADM NI STER AND STAFF THE

PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED | N PARAGRAPH (2) AND SHALL ACCEPT

VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM PERSONS FOR THE FUND. THE

DEPARTMENT NMAY CONSULT W TH ANY GOVERNMENTAL OR

NONGOVERNVENTAL _ ORGANI ZATI ON AS | S NECESSARY TO COVPLETE THE

REQUI REMENTS UNDER THI S SECTI ON, BUT SHALL NOT_ENTER | NTO AN

AGREEMENT OR CONTRACT W TH ANY SUCH ORGANI ZATI ON FOR THE

STAFFI NG FUNCTI ONS OF THE PROGRAM

(2) THE MLITARY FAM LY RELI EF _ASSI STANCE PROGRAM | S

ESTABLI SHED. CONTRI BUTI ONS RECEI VED FOR THE FUND SHALL BE

DI STRI BUTED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THE PROGRAM TO ELI G BLE

SERVI CE MEMBERS AND ELI G BLE RELATIVES COF ELI G BLE SERVI CE

VEMBERS. APPLI CANTS MUST DEMONSTRATE TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT

THEY HAVE A DI RECT AND | MVEDI ATE FI NANCI AL NEED AS A RESULT

OF THE M LI TARY SERVI CE OF THE SERVI CE MEMBER. SUCH

Cl RCUMSTANCES MUST BE BEYOND THE CONTROL_OF, AND NOT _AS A

RESULT OF M SCONDUCT BY, THE SERVI CE MEMBER. THE APPLI CANT

SHALL DEMONSTRATE THAT THE FI NANCI AL _NEED | S CAUSED BY ONE OR

MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A SUDDEN OR UNEXPECTED LOSS OF | NCOVE DI RECTLY

RELATED TO THE M LI TARY SERVI CE OF THE SERVI CE MEMBER.

(1) THE DEATH OR CRITICAL ILLNESS OF A PARENT,

SPOUSE, SIBLING OR CH LD RESULTI NG I N AN | MVEDI ATE NEED

FOR TRAVEL, LODGE NG OR SUBSI STENCE FOR VWHI CH THE

APPLI CANT LACKS FI NANCI AL RESOURCES.
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1 (11'1) THE WOUNDI NG OF THE SERVI CE MEMBER I N THE LI NE

2 OF _DUTY SUSTAINED AS A RESULT OF COMBAT OR ATTACK

3 RESULTI NG I N AN | MVEDI ATE NEED FOR FUNDS FOR TRAVEL,

4 LODGE NG, SUBSI STENCE OR OTHER ACTIVITIES DI RECTLY RELATED

5 TO THE CASUALTY FOR VWH CH THE APPLI CANT LACKS FI NANCI AL

6 RESOURCES. NO MORE THAN TWO ELI G BLE RELATI VES COF AN

7 ELI G BLE SERVI CE MEMBER NMAY RECEI VE ASSI STANCE UNDER THI' S

8 SUBPARAGRAPH.

9 (1V) A NATURAL OR MANMADE DI SASTER RESULTING I N
10 DEPRI VATI ON OF FOOD, SHELTER OR OTHER NECESSI TIES OF LI FE
11 FOR WHI CH THE APPLI CANT LACKS FI NANCI AL RESOURCES.
12 (V) EMERGENCY NEED FOR CHI LD CARE OF DEPENDENT
13 CH LDREN FOR VWHI CH THE APPLI CANT LACKS FI NANCI AL
14 RESQURCES.
15 (M) OTHER | MVEDI ATE AND NECESSI TOUS CAUSE

16 DETERM NED IN THE RUEES GUI DELI NES ESTABLI SHED FOR THE <—
17 PROGRAM THAT EXCEEDS THE FI NANCI AL RESOURCES COF THE

18 APPLI CANT VWHERE FAI LURE TO PROVI DE EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE

19 WLL SUBSTANTIALLY OPERATE TO THE DETRI MENT OF THE
20 SERVI CE MEMBER OR H' S OR HER DEPENDENTS.
21 (3) IN ORDER TO QUALI FY FOR ASSI STANCE UNDER THI S
22 PROGRAM _APPLI CANTS MAY BE REQUI RED UNDER THE RULES <—
23 GUI DELI NES OF TH S PROGRAM TO SEEK RELI EF FROM OTHER <—
24 AVAI LABLE SOURCES PRI OR TO APPLYI NG FOR TH S PROGRAM
25 (4) AN APPLI CANT NAY APPEAL_A DECI SI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT
26 TO THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. THE ADJUTANT GENERAL SHALL HAVE THE
27 AUTHORI TY TO MAKE A FI NAL DETERM NATI ON CONCERNI NG ANY
28 APPEAL .
29 (€ RULES GUIDELI NES. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, I N CONSULTATION <—

30 WTH THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORI TY CHAI RVAN OF THE APPROPRI ATl ONS
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1 COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORITY CHAI RVAN

2 OF_THE APPROPRI ATI ONS COW TTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES

3 AND THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORITY CHAI RVAN OF THE VETERANS AFFAI RS

4 AND EMERCGENCY PREPAREDNESS COWM TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE

5 CHAI RVAN AND M NORITY CHAI RVAN OF THE VETERANS AFFAI RS AND

6 EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COWM TTEE OF THE HOUSE OF

7 REPRESENTATI VES, DEVELOP RULEES GUI DELI NES NECESSARY TO <—
8 ADM NI STER THE PROVISIONS OF TH S SECTION. THE RUEES GUIDELINES <—
9 ESTABLISHED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
10 (1) SET FORTH ELIGBILITY FOR RELI EF UNDER TH S PROGRAM
11 AND DETERM NE GJHPELFNES-ON THE AMOUNT OF RELIEF TO BE PAI D <—
12 BASED ON THE NEED DEMONSTRATED BY THE APPLI CANT AND THE
13 AMOUNT_OF MONEY IN THE FUND AT _THE TI ME OF APPLI CATI ON.

14 (2) SET FORTH THE NMAXI MUM AMOUNT OF RELI EF AND THE

15 MAXI MUM NUMBER OF APPLI CANTS PER EVENT OR EPI SODE.

16 (3) SET FORTH ANY OTHER | NFORVATI ON NECESSARY FOR THE

17 ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE PROGRAM

18 (4) THE GUI DELI NES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION <—
19 SHALL BE PUBLI SHED | N THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N BUT SHALL NOT
20 BE SUBJECT TO REVI EW PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 205 OF THE ACT OF
21 JULY 31, 1968 (P.L.769, NO 240), REFERRED TO AS THE
22 COVMONVEALTH DOCUMENTS LAW SECTI ONS 204(B) AND 301(10) OF
23 THE ACT OF OCTOBER 15, 1980 (P.L.950, NO 164), KNOWN AS THE
24 COMVONVEALTH ATTORNEYS ACT, OR THE ACT OF JUNE 25, 1982
25 (P.L.633, NO 181), KNOMW AS THE REGULATORY REVI EW ACT.
26 (D) MONEYS RECEIVED. --ALL MONEYS RECEI VED FROM THE VOLUNTARY

27 CONTRI BUTI ON SYSTEM ESTABLI SHED I N SECTI ON 315.8 OF THE TAX

28 REFORM CODE OF 1971 SHALL BE DEPOSI TED | N THE FUND.

29 (E) OTHER VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTIONS. --IN ADDITION TO THE

30 VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ON SYSTEM ESTABLI SHED | N SECTI ON 315.8 OF
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THE TAX REFORM CODE CF 1971, THE COVMONWEALTH | S ALSO AUTHORI ZED

TO ACCEPT OTHER VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ONS AND ELECTRONI C DONATI ONS

TO THE FUND. ALL OTHER VOLUNTARY_ CONTRI BUTI ONS AND ELECTRONI C

DONATI ONS SHALL BE DEPOSI TED | NTO THE FUND. | N ADDI TI ON, THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT APPLI CATI ONS TO RECEI VE ASSI STANCE

FROM TH'S FUND CAN BE OBTAI NED ELECTRONI CALLY. ALL AGENCI ES OF

STATE, COUNTY AND MUNI Cl PAL_GOVERNVENT W THI N TH S COMVONVWEAL TH

MAY | NCLUDE A BRI EF DESCRI PTION OF THE M LI TARY FAM LY RELI EF

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

ASS| STANCE PROGRAM _THE ELECTRONI C AND NAI LI NG ADDRESS TO MAKE

=Y
o

DONATI ONS TO THIS FUND AND THE ELECTRONI C AND NAI LI NG ADDRESS TO

=
=

REQUEST ASSI STANCE FROM THI S PROGRAM IN THEI R PUBLI CATI ONS,

=
N

MAI LI NGS AND COMVIUNI CATI ONS.

=
w

(F) FUTURE APPROPRI ATI ONS. - - THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MNAY

H
o

APPROPRI ATE FUNDS_FOR TRANSFER TO THE FUND FOR THE PURPOSES OF

=Y
(63}

TH' S SECTI ON.

=Y
(e}

(G _ USE OF FUND MONEY. - - THE MONEYS CONTAI NED IN THE FUND ARE

=
\l

HEREBY APPROPRI ATED ON A CONTI NUI NG BASI S TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

=Y
oo

M LI TARY AND VETERANS AFFAI RS FOR THE EXCLUSI VE USE OF CARRYI NG

=
O

OUT_THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON.

N
o

(H EXPIRATION.--THI' S SECTI ON SHALL EXPI RE FI VE YEARS FROM

N
=

THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON.

N
N

(1) REPORTI NG --BEG NNI NG ON OR BEFORE JULY 30, 2006, AND

N
w

EVERY YEAR THEREAFTER FOR THE LENGITH OF THE PROGRAM _THE

N
~

DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORITY

N
(63}

CHAI RVAN OF THE APPROPRI ATI ONS COMM TTEE OF THE SENATE, THE

N
(e}

CHAI RVAN AND M NORITY CHAI RVAN OF THE APPROPRI ATI ONS COWMM TTEE

N
~

OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORI TY

N
oo

CHAI RVAN OF THE VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

N
(o]

COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORITY CHAI RVAN

30 OF THE VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMM TTEE OF
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES DETAI LI NG THE PROGRAM S GUI DELI NES,

THE NUMBER OF APPLI CANTS, THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF MONEY RAI SED AND

DI STRI BUTED AND THE TYPE OF APPLI CANT NEED. THE REPORT SHALL

ALSO SET FORTH ANY PARTI Cl PATI ON BY A GOVERNVENTAL OR

NONGOVERNVENTAL _ ORGANI ZATI ON UTI LI ZED I N THE FURTHERANCE OF THE

(£ (J) DEFINITIONS.--AS USED IN THI'S SECTION, THE

FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS 3 VEN TO

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

THEM IN TH S SUBSECT! ON:

=Y
o

"ELIG BLE RELATIVE OF AN ELId BLE SERVI CE MEMBER " THE

=
=

DEPENDENT SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT CHI LD OF THE ELI G BLE SERVI CE

=
N

MEMBER OR, IN THE CASE OF APPLI CANTS FOR FI NANCI AL_ASSI STANCE TO

=
w

VISIT A HOSPI TALI ZED SERVI CE MEMBER, THE SERVI CE MEMBER' S

H
o

SPOUSE, PARENT, SIBLING OR CH LD. AN ELI G BLE RELATIVE MUST BE A

=Y
(63}

RESI DENT OF PENNSYLVANI A AT THE TI ME OF APPLI CATI ON FOR

=Y
(e}

ASS| STANCE.

=
\l

"ELI G BLE SERVI CE MEMBER. "

=Y
oo

(1) EITHER OF THE FO.LON NG

=
O

(1) A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES CF THE UNI TED

N
o

STATES OR I TS RESERVE COVPONENTS VWHO | S SERVI NG ON ACTI VE

N
=

DUTY OR STATE ACTIVE DUTY FOR A PERICD OF 30 OR MORE

N
N

CONSECUTI VE_DAYS.

N
w

(1) A MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD

N
~

SERVI NG ON STATE ACTI VE DUTY FOR A PERI OD OF 30 _OR MORE

N
(63}

CONSECUTI VE DAYS.

N
(e}

(2) AN ELIGBLE SERVI CE MEMBER MUST HAVE BEEN A RESI DENT

N
~

OF PENNSYLVANI A WHEN HE OR SHE ENTERED M LI TARY SERVI CE AND

N
oo

MUST BE A RESI DENT OF PENNSYLVANIA AT THE TI ME OF THE

N
(o]

APPLI CATI ON FOR ASSI STANCE.

30 "RESI DENT_OF PENNSYLVANTA." EITHER OF THE FOLLOW NG
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(1) AN IND VIDUAL WHO IS DOMCILED I N THI S COMVONWEALTH.

THE I NDI VI DUAL MUST EI THER PHYSI CALLY RESI DE | N PENNSYLVANI A

OR BE_ABSENT FROM THE STATE PURSUANT TO M LI TARY ORDERS. AN

I NDI VI DUAL' S SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT WHO IS DOM CILED IN TH' S

COMVONVEALTH BUT VWHO |S STATI ONED IN ANOTHER STATE OR COUNTRY

SHALL QUALI FY UNDER THE PROGRAM AS A RESI DENT_OF PENNSYLVAN A

SO LONG AS THE PERSON DOES NOT BECOVE DOM CI LED | N ANOTHER

(2) AN I ND VI DUAL WHO QUALI FI ES UNDER THE DEFI NI TI ON OF

"RESI DENT | NDI VI DUAL" I N SECTI ON 301(P) OF THE ACT OF MARCH

4, 1971 (P.L.6, NO 2), KNOMWN AS THE TAX REFORM CODE CF 1971.
Seetton—2—Fhe—sum-of—5$250,-0600—+s—hereby—appreopriated—from <—

| | I e ML L Li of , 1

Section 3 2. This act shall take effect imediately. <—
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