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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 933 5

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, BAKER, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, CREI GHTON,
DALEY, DeWEESE, FABRI ZI O, GEORGE, GODSHALL, GRUCELA, HALUSKA,
MENAUGHTON, SHANER, WASHI NGTQON, HERSHEY, PRESTQON, SOLOBAY AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
MARCH 14, 2005

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), entitled "An
act creating the Departnent of Conservation and Natural
Resources consisting of certain functions of the Departnent
of Environnental Resources and the Departnent of Comunity
Affairs; renam ng the Departnent of Environnmental Resources
as the Departnment of Environnmental Protection; defining the
role of the Environnmental Quality Board in the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection; nmaking changes to responsibilities
of the State Conservation Comm ssion and the Departnent of
Agriculture; transferring certain powers and duties to the
Department of Health; and repealing inconsistent acts,"”

i nposi ng additional restrictions on the departnment rel ating
to canp | eases.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 302(b)(1) and 303(a)(4) of the act of
June 28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known as the Conservation and
Nat ural Resources Act, are anmended to read:

Section 302. Forests.
* x *
(b) Utilization and protection.--The departnment has the

foll owi ng powers and duties with respect to the utilization and



1 protection of State forest |ands:

2 (1) To lease for a period not exceeding ten years, on

3 terms and conditions as it may consider reasonable, to any

4 person, corporation, association, church organization or

5 school board of this Conmonweal th, such portion of any State

6 forest, whether owned or | eased by the Conmonweal th, as the

7 department may consider suitable, as a site for buildings and

8 facilities to be used by such person, corporation,

9 associ ation, church organi zation or school board for health
10 and recreation, or as a site for a church or school purposes.
11 However, the department nmay, with the approval of the
12 Governor, if a substantial capital investnent is involved and
13 if it is deemed in the best interests of this Commobnweal th,
14 enter into such | eases for a period not to exceed 35 years.
15 Except for a specific breach of any condition attached to a
16 canp |l ease, the departnent has no power to terninate any
17 existing canp lease prior to the specified expiration date of
18 the | ease. The departnment shall not termnate the | ease of a
19 per son whose cabin has been destroyed or seriously danaged by
20 fire, storm flood or other natural causes and shall permt
21 the rebuil ding of such cabin. The departnent shall permt
22 persons holding | eases to renovate or nake additions to
23 exi sting cabins with the approval of the departnent.

24 * %

25 Section 303. Parks.
26 (a) Powers and duties enunerated.--The departnment shall have

27 the follow ng powers and duties with respect to parks:

28 * * %
29 (4) To lease for a period not to exceed ten years, on
30 such terns as may be consi dered reasonabl e, to any person,
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16
17

corporation, association or organization of this Commonweal th
a portion of any State park, whether owned or |eased by the
Commonweal th, as may be suitable as a site for buildings and
facilities to be used for health, recreational or educational
pur poses, or for parking areas or concessions for the

conveni ence and confort of the public. Except for a specific

breach of any condition attached to a canp | ease, the

departnent has no power to term nate any exi sting canp | ease

prior to the specified expiration date of the | ease. However,

t he departnent may, with the approval of the Governor, if a
substantial capital investnent is involved and if it is
deened in the best interests of the Commonweal th, enter into
such | eases for a period of not nore than 35 years.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall apply to all new, renewed and

exi sting canp | eases.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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