PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 999 PRI NTER S NO. 2460

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 876 %

I NTRODUCED BY SCHRODER, BARRAR, BELARDI, BENN NGHOFF, BOYD,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CRAHALLA, CREIGHTON, G NGRI CH, HARPER,
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HUTCHI NSON, MACKERETH, O NEI LL, PICKETT,
RAPP, REI CHLEY, ROSS, SCAVELLO, SHANER, E. Z. TAYLOR TIGUE
WATSON, YOUNGBLOCD, DENLI NGER AND THOVAS, MARCH 14, 2005

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JULY 1, 2005
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR PROGRAM OF <—
CONTI NUI NG PRCOFESSI ONAL EDUCATI ON; aut hori zi ng t he depart nment
to directly reinburse educational support services providers;
and repealing penalties for grant recipients.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 1205.2(F) OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 <—
(P.L.30, NO 14), KNOW AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, ADDED
NOVEMBER 23, 1999 (P.L.529, NO 48), IS AMENDED TO READ

SECTI ON 1205. 2. PROGRAM OF CONTI NU NG PROFESSI ONAL
EDUCATI ON. --* * *
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(F) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY PROVIDE A M NI MUM CF FORTY
(40) HOURS OF CONTI NUI NG PROFESSI ONAL EDUCATI ON COURSES,
PROGRAMS, ACTI VI TI ES OR LEARNI NG EXPERI ENCES AT NO CHARGE TO
PROFESSI ONAL EDUCATORS EMPLOYED BY A SCHOOL ENTI TY. | N PROVI DI NG
THESE COURSES, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SEEK TO USE THE MOST
EFFI CI ENT AND COST- EFFECTI VE MEANS POSSI BLE, | NCLUDI NG THE USE
OF ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY SUCH AS CD-ROM THE | NTERNET AND DI STANCE
COMMUNI CATI ON.  THE DEPARTMENT NMAY MAKE SOVE OR ALL OF THESE

EDUCATI ON COURSES AVAI LABLE AT NO CHARGE TO ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHO

VOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON A FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME BASIS I N A SCHOCL

SECTION 2. SECTION 1507-C OF THE ACT, AMENDED OR ADDED NMAY
17, 2001 (P.L.4, NO 4) AND DECEMBER 23, 2003 (P.L.304, NO 48),
IS AMENDED TO READ:

Section 1507-C. Paynment of educational support services grants.

(a) Certificates.--A certificate for education support
services under this article shall be issued by the departnment in
an anount authorizing up to $500 for each eligible student
identified on the certificate. The certificate shall be issued
to the grant recipient and shall be valid only for the fiscal
year in which it is issued. After receiving the certificate

[froma], the grant recipient[,] shall sign it and give it to

the provider, who shall include the follow ng information on the
certificate: name of eligible student [served], type of
instruction, date and length of instruction and cost of
instruction provided to the eligible student. Wen the anount of
the certificate has been utilized or when the eligible student
is no longer receiving education support services fromthe

provi der, the provider shall return the conpleted certificate to
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the [grant recipient for subm ssion to the] departnent for
paynent. The departnment shall make paynent directly to the

[grant recipient] provider for the anpbunt due. [G ant

reci pients] Providers nust send all outstanding certificates to

t he departnent for paynment no |ater than 90 days after

[receiving the conpleted] conpleting the certificate [fromthe
provi der].

[(b) Penalty for grant recipients.--A grant recipient who
knowi ngly defrauds the Commonweal th by receiving rei nbursenent
for education support services not rendered to the eligible
student and grant recipient identified on the certificate
commts a m sdenmeanor of the third degree and shall, upon
conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $1, 000
per violation and shall be disqualified fromeligibility for an
additional grant for a period of not less than five years.]

(c) Penalty for providers.--A provider that know ngly
vi ol ates section 1509-C or knowi ngly defrauds the Commonweal th
by receiving rei nbursenent for education support services not
rendered to the eligible student and grant recipient identified
on the certificate commts a m sdeneanor of the third degree and
shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore
t han $1, 000 per violation and shall be barred from participation
in the programfor not |less than five years.

Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—

B1L24JAM 20050H0876B2460 - 3 -



