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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 869 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BASTI AN, BENNI NGHOFF, CALTAG RONE, CAUSER
CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, DALEY, DALLY, FAI RCHI LD, GEl ST,
G LLESPI E, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HERSHEY, HESS, HUTCHI NSON,
LEDERER, S. M LLER, PETRI, ROHRER, SCAVELLO, SHANER
E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, WALKO, WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOOD,
MARCH 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

paynents to famly and funeral directors; and naking an

editorial change.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3101 heading and (b) of Title 20 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended and the section
i s amended by addi ng a subsection to read:

§ 3101. Paynments to famly and funeral directors and notor

vehicle transfers.

* * %

(b) Deposit account.--Any bank, savings associ ation, savings
and | oan associ ation, building and | oan associ ation, credit
uni on or other savings organization, at any tinme after the death
of a depositor, nenber or certificate holder, may pay the anount

on deposit or represented by the certificate, when the total
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standing to the credit of the decedent in that institution does
not exceed [ $3,500] $10,000, to the spouse, any child, the
father or nother or any sister or brother (preference being
given in the order naned) of the deceased depositor, nenber or
certificate holder, provided that a receipted funeral bill or an
affidavit, executed by a |icensed funeral director which sets
forth that satisfactory arrangenents for paynment of funeral
servi ces have been nade, is presented. Any bank, association,
uni on or other savings organi zati on maki ng such a paynent shal
be rel eased to the sanme extent as if paynent had been nmade to a
dul y appoi nted personal representative of the decedent and it
shall not be required to see to the application thereof. Any
person to whom paynent is nmade shall be answerable therefor to
anyone prejudiced by an inproper distribution.

* * %

(f) Motor vehicle title.--The title of a nptor vehicle owned

by a decedent and that has a fair market value of | ess than

$15, 000 shall be transferred by the Departnent of Transportation

at any tine after the death of that owner to the spouse, any

child, the father or npther or any sister or brother (preference

bei ng given in the order naned) of the deceased, whether or not

a personal representati ve has been appoi nted. The Departnent of

Transportati on shall, by requl ati on, establish a procedure to

transfer the title of notor vehicles subject to this subsecti on.

Section 2. Section 3102 of Title 20 is amended to read:
§ 3102. Settlenment of small estates on petition.

When any person dies domciled in the Commonweal t h owni ng
property (exclusive of real estate and of property payabl e under
section 3101 (relating to paynents to famly and funeral

directors and notor vehicle transfers), but including personal
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property claimed as the famly exenption) of a gross val ue not
exceedi ng $25, 000, the orphans' court division of the county
wherein the decedent was domiciled at the tinme of his death,
upon petition of any party in interest, in its discretion, with
or W thout appraisenent, and with such notice as the court shal
direct, and whether or not |etters have been issued or a wll
probated, may direct distribution of the property (including
property not paid under section 3101) to the parties entitled
thereto. The authority of the court to award distribution of
personal property under this section shall not be restricted
because of the decedent's ownership of real estate, regardl ess
of its value. The decree of distribution so nmade shal
constitute sufficient authority to all transfer agents,
registrars and others dealing with the property of the estate to
recogni ze the persons naned therein as entitled to receive the
property to be distributed without adm nistration, and shall in
all respects have the sane effect as a decree of distribution
after an accounting by a personal representative. Wthin one
year after such a decree of distribution has been nade, any
party in interest may file a petition to revoke it because an

i mproper distribution has been ordered. If the court shall find
that an inproper distribution has been ordered, it shall revoke
the decree and shall direct restitution as equity and justice
shal | require.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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