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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 860 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SURRA, BELARDI, GERGELY, TANGRETTI, BI ANCUCCI
CALTAG RONE, COSTA, CURRY, DALEY, FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, GEORGE,
GOCD, GOODVAN, CRUCELA, JAMES, LEACH, LESCOVI TZ, PALLONE,
SAMUELSQON, SCAVELLO, SHANER, STABACK, STURLA, THOMVAS, TI GUE
YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, MARCH 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MARCH 14, 2005
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AN ACT

Providing a neal or rest period for enployees after working a
speci fi ed nunber of hours.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rest Period
for Wrkers Act.

Section 2. Five-hour work periods, 30-mnute nmeal or 30-m nute
rest periods between work periods.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No individual shall be enployed or
permtted to work for nore than five hours continuously in or in
connection with any establishnment wi thout a nmeal or rest period
of at least 30 minutes, which period shall not be considered a
part of the hours of |abor, and no period of |ess than 30
m nutes shall be deened to interrupt a continuous period of

wor k.



1 (b) Location of nmeal and rest periods.--No enpl oyee shall be
2 required to remain in a workroomor at the enployee's work

3 station during the nmeal or rest periods required by this

4 section, provided, however, that where the strict application of
5 the 30-mnute nmeal or 30-m nute rest periods inpose an

6 unnecessary hardshi p on an enpl oyer and the enpl oyee or a

7 limtation on the job opportunities of an enpl oyee, the

8 Secretary of Labor and Industry may grant upon witten

9 application of the enployer an exception fromconpliance with

10 this section.

11 Section 3. Applicability.

12 This act shall not apply to enployers who are police and fire
13 departnents, public anbul ance or providers of energency nedi cal
14 servi ces.

15 Section 4. Effective date.

16 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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