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AN ACT
Amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for limtations on
certain municipal powers; and providing for fire conpany
reduction and cl osure provisions for cities of the first
cl ass, second cl ass, second class A and third cl ass.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 2962(d) of Title 53 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:
§ 2962. Limtation on nunicipal powers.
* * %
(d) Reduction of police force.--Notw thstandi ng any
provi sion of this subpart or any other statute to the contrary,
any nmunicipality that is or was a city of the second class A may

reduce its police force [or its firefighting force] for economc

reasons, as determ ned by ordi nance.

* * %



Section 2. Title 53 is anended by adding a chapter to read:
CHAPTER 60
PAI D FI RE PROTECTION I N CI TI ES

Sec.

1

2

3

4

5 6001. Reduction of fire protection in cities.
6 8 6001. Reduction of fire protection in cities.

7 A city of the first class, second class, second class A and
8 third class shall not reduce or elimnate any | adder or engine
9 conpany located in a city of their respective class w thout

10 first satisfying each of the following criteria:

11 (1) In the event that the city seeks to reduce or

12 el imnate any engine or |adder conmpany, the city nust provide
13 witten notice of the proposed reduction or elimnation to

14 all firefighters and paranedi cs assigned to the affected

15 conpany, to any | abor organi zations representing affected

16 firefighters and paranedics and to all citizens served by the
17 af fected conmpany. In order to notify the public, the city may
18 pl ace an advertisenent in a newspaper of general circulation
19 within the affected area.

20 (2) In the event that the city seeks to reduce or

21 elimnate any engine or |adder conpany, it nust first

22 commi ssion and conplete a study of the proposed reduction,

23 whi ch shall include, but not be limted to, detail ed

24 proj ections of the savings to be achieved by the proposed

25 reduction or closure, and anal yses of the inpact of the

26 proposed reducti on on energency response tinme, delivery of

27 energency services to the public, honeowner fire insurance

28 prem um coverage i nplications and safety of firefighters,

29 par amedi cs and citizens. An independent third party shal

30 conduct the inpact study, which shall be released no earlier
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than 90 days fromthe date of conm ssion. Once the study has
been conpleted, it shall be made i mredi ately available to

| abor organi zation representatives, the Ofice of the State
Fire Comm ssioner and any other interested party that
requests a copy.

(3) No less than 60 days nor nore than 75 days after
recei pt of the study by the |abor organization
representatives and the Ofice of the State Fire
Commi ssioner, the city shall hold public hearings in order to
recei ve feedback on the proposed reduction in fire protection
services and on the results of the inpact study. The city of
the first class, second class, second class A and third cl ass
shall al so accept witten responses to the findings contained
in the inpact study.

(4) The provisions of this section shall be applicable
to cities of the first class, second class, second class A
and third class, notw thstanding the fact that such cities,
after the effective date of this section, may have adopted or
amended a hone rule charter

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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