PRINTER S NO. 667

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 594 5

| NTRODUCED BY SANTONI, BELARDI, THOVAS, LEDERER, CEI ST, WALKO
Pl STELLA, YOUNGBLOOD, KI RKLAND, JAMES, DALEY, CALTAG RONE,
GERGELY AND WANSACZ, FEBRUARY 16, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 16, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 20, 1968 (P.L.1075, No.329),
entitled "An act providing for the growh and devel opnent of
nonconmmer ci al educational television; creating the

Pennsyl vani a Public Tel evi sion Network Comm ssion as an

i ndependent commi ssion and defining its powers and duties,”

providing for the establishnent of a Public Access,

Educati onal Access and Governmental Access Tel evision

Advi sory Council and defining its powers and duti es;

establishing the Public Access, Educational Access and

Government al Access Capital |nprovenent Fund; and nmaki ng an

appropriation.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of Novenmber 20, 1968
(P.L.1075, No.329), referred to as the Public Tel evision Network
System Law, is anended to read

Section 1. Declaration of Public Policy.--The General
Assenbly hereby declares that [it]:

(1) It isin the public interest of the Comonwealth to
encourage and devel op the growt h of noncomrercial educational,

publi c access and governnental access tel evision broadcasting,

i ncludi ng the use of such nmedia for instructional purposes];
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that the], public access and governnental access.

educational, public access and governnental access television

broadcasting and its programm ng diversity depend on freedom
i magi nation and initiative[; that it].

(3) It furthers the general welfare to encourage such
programm ng which will be responsive to the interests of people
t hroughout [the] this Comronweal th and which will constitute an
expression of diversity and excellence[; that it].

(4) It is necessary and appropriate for the State government

to conpl ement, assist and support a policy that will nost

ef fectively nake noncommerci al educational, public access and

governnmental television service available to the people of [the]

this Comonweal th[; and that an].

facilitate the devel opnment of educational, public access and

governnental television broadcasting and to afford nmaxi mum

protection from extraneous interference and control.

(6) The formati on and operation of public access,

educati onal access and governnental access cable tel evision

stations throughout this Commonweal th provides inportant

services to the residents and conmuniti es they serve.

(7) These tel evision stati ons provide an opportunity for

resi dents, educators, schools, community coll eges, universities,

nonprofit organi zati ons and governnents to directly conmmuni cate

with the colmmunities served by the stati ons.

(8) The stations also provide an inportant fabric to the

denocratic process by giving residents, educati onal

instituti ons, nonprofit organi zati ons and governnents an

unfettered ability to pronbte the inportant rights of freedom of

20050H0594B0667 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

speech and freedom of press.

(9) Each station provides the only nonconnmerci al opportunity

for the residents, educators, educational institutions,

nonprofit organi zati ons and governnents to directly produce

tel evi sion prograns that broadcast directly to hones, school s

and busi nesses through the cable tel evi si on systens served by

the stations.

(10) It is in the best interest of this Commbnwealth and its

residents to pronote the operations of such public access,

educati onal access and governnental access cable tel evision

stations.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 4. 2. Publi ¢ Access, Educati onal Access and

Gover nnent al Access Tel evi si on Advi sory Council.--There i s

her eby establi shed and pl aced within the conni ssion a Public

Access, Educati onal Access and Governnental Access Tel evi si on

Advi sory Council, whose nenbers shall consist of: the president

of the Pennsyl vani a Cabl e Tel evi si on and Conmuni cati ons

Associ ati on or his desi gnee; the president or chief executive

officer or his designee of each of the cable tel evisi on stati ons

organi zed in this Commpnweal th to provide one or all of the

foll owi ng services to the public: public access, educati onal

access or governnental access; the Secretary of Education or his

desi gnee; the director of conmuni cations for mpjority and

m nority caucuses of the Senate and the House of

Representati ves; the chai rman of the Pennsyl vani a Public

Tel evi si on Networ k Conmi ssion; the chief tel ecommuni cati ons

t echnol ogy policy officer of the Executive Departnent of the

Commpnweal th or the officer's desi gnee and t he Pennsyl vani a

coordi nator of the Alliance for Conmunity Medi a. The counci
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shall elect fromits nenbers a chairnman and vice chai rnman. The

chairman or his desi gnee shall serve as an ad hoc, nonvoting

representative to the conm ssion. The nenbers of the counci

shall neet fromtine to tinme as they deem necessary to advi se

the conm ssion on pronoti ng and assi sting the operati ons of

publ i c access, educati onal access and governnental access cabl e

tel evision stations within this Conmbnweal th. They al so shal

review all applications for grants fromthe Public Access,

Educati onal Access and Governnental Access Capital | nprovenent

Fund established by section 4.3 and recomend to the

Pennsyl vani a Public Tel evi si on Net work Conmi ssi on the recipients

of grants fromthe fund.

Secti on 4. 3. Publi ¢ Access, Educati onal Access and

Governnental Access Capital | nprovenent Fund.--The Public

Access, Educati onal Access and Governnental Access Capital

| nprovenent Fund is hereby established in the State Treasury.

Al tel evision stations organi zed and operated to provi de public

access, educati onal access or governnental access or a

conbi nati on of any of those services through a cabl e tel evi sion

system shall qualify to receive grant noney fromthe fund. Each

of the stations shall be established as a nonprofit corporation

under the |laws of this Commpnweal th or shall be organi zed

t hrough a school district, internediate unit, conmunity coll ege

or related public educational institution, public university or

political subdivision within this Commonweal th. Grants paid from

nmoneys of the fund shall be used for new equi pnent or other

capi tal inprovenents. The conm ssion shall establish the forns

and reqgul ations for awardi ng grant fundi ng under this act. Al

publ i c access, educati onal access or governnental television

stations receiving fundi ng nmust subnmt a form docunenti ng how
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the grant will specifically benefit the communiti es and the

resi dents that they serve.

Section 3. The sum of $1, 000,000 is hereby appropriated from
the General Fund to the Pennsyl vania Public Tel evision Network
Conmi ssion for transfer to the Public Access, Educational Access

and Governnental Access Capital |nprovenent Fund.
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Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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