SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 498, 1456 PRINTER S NO. 3305

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 459 5

| NTRODUCED BY G NGRI CH, ARMSTRONG, BALDW N, BARRAR, BROMNE

CALTAG RONE, DENLI NGER, J. EVANS, GEI ST, GOODVAN, HALUSKA,
HARPER, HARRI S, HERMAN, HERSHEY, H CKERNELL, KAUFFMAN

M KELLER, MARSICO R M LLER, MJNDY, NAILOR O NEILL
PETRONE, PHI LLI PS, READSHAW RUBLEY, SCAVELLO, STEIL,

E. Z. TAYLOR, WLT AND YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 14, 2005

SENATOR EARLL, FINANCE, | N SENATE, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 13, 2005

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, No.542), entitled,

as anmended, "An act anendi ng, revising and consolidating the
laws relating to delinquent county, city, except of the first
and second cl ass and second class A, borough, town, township,
school district, except of the first class and school
districts within cities of the second class A and
institution district taxes, providing when, how and upon what
property, and to what extent |liens shall be allowed for such
taxes, the return and entering of clains therefor; the
col l ection and adjudi cati on of such clains, sales of real
property, including seated and unseated | ands, subject to the
lien of such tax clainms; the disposition of the proceeds
thereof, including State taxes and rmnunici pal clains recovered
and the redenption of property; providing for the discharge
and divestiture by certain tax sales of all estates in
property and of nortgages and liens on such property, and the
proceedi ngs therefor; creating a Tax C ai mBureau in each
county, except counties of the first and second class, to act
as agent for taxing districts; defining its powers and
duties, including sales of property, the managenent of
property taken in sequestration, and the managenent, sale and
di sposition of property heretofore sold to the county

conmmi ssioners, taxing districts and trustees at tax sal es;
providing a nmethod for the service of process and notices;

i mposing duties on taxing districts and their officers and on
tax collectors, and certain expenses on counties and for
their rei mbursenent by taxing districts; and repealing
existing laws," further providing for property subject to or



exenpt from

The Gener al

Section 1.

anmended July 3,
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claimand for content of clainms entered; and

providing for public record lists and for report of
nonpaynent of taxes.

Assenbly of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Sections 303 and 309 of the act of July 7, 1947

(P.L.1368, No.542), known as the Real Estate Tax Sal e Law,

1986 (P.L.351, No.81), are anended to read:
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agaiAst—the property—
SECTI ON 303. PROPERTY SUBJECT TO OR EXEMPT FROM CLAIM -- (A <—

ALL PROPERTY, BY WHOVBOEVER OAMNED AND FOR WHATSCEVER PURPOSE
USED, AND ALL PROPERTY THE OMNER OF VHI CH | S UNKNOWN AND HAS
BEEN UNKNOWN FOR A PERI CD OF NOT LESS THAN FI VE YEARS, SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO CLAI M5 FOR TAXES, EXCEPT SUCH PROPERTY VWHI CH | S
EXEMPT BY LAW FROM TAXATION OR WHICH IS NOT' MADE SUBJECT TO
TAXATI ON BY LAW

(B)  NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBSECTION (A), A LOCAL TAXI NG DI STRI CT,

I NCLUDI NG A MUNI Cl PAL_ AUTHORITY OR A SCHOOL DI STRICT | F ACTI NG

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (6), MAY ACCEPT THE DONATI ON OF A PROPERTY

THAT 1S SUBJECT TO A CLAIM FOR TAXES UNDER THI S ACT. A LOCAL

TAXING DI STRICT SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO ALL OTHER LOCAL

TAXING DI STRICTS OR THEI R DESI GNEES UNDER PARAGRAPH (5) OF A
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DONATI ON PROPOSED BY THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY. A DONATI ON UNDER

THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED LESS THAN THI RTY (30) DAYS

AFTER NOTI CE TO ALL OTHER LOCAL TAXING DI STRICTS WH CH HAVE A

CLAIM FOR TAXES ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY UNDER THI S ACT. A

DONATI ON UNDER THI' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL DI VEST ALL LI ENS AGAI NST

THE PROPERTY POSSESSED BY THE LOCAL TAXI NG DI STRI CT ACCEPTI NG

THE DONATI ON, AND ALL OTHER LOCAL TAX LI ENS RECORDED PRI OR TO

THE DATE OF DONATI ON, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN TH S SUBSECTI ON.

(1) A LOCAL TAXING DI STRICT WHI CH RECEI VES A NOTI CE OF

PROPOSED DONATI ON VAY REQUEST TO PARTI Cl PATE | N NEGOTI ATl ONS

WTH REGARD TO THE DONATI ON AND EXTI NGUI SHVENT OF ALL OR PART OF

I TS LIENS AND WTH REGARD TO PROPOSALS TO RETURN THE PROPERTY TO

THE TAX ROLLS OR TO PRODUCTI VE PUBLI C USE. A LOCAL TAXI NG

DI STRICT WH CH DOES NOT__ RESPOND I|N WRITING TO THE NOTICE WTHI N

THI RTY (30) DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE NOTICE SHALL WAIVE I TS RI GAT

TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE DONATI ON NEGOTI ATIONS AND | TS LI EN SHALL

BE _EXTI NGUI SHED. A LOCAL_TAXI NG DI STRI CT PARTI Cl PATI NG I'N

DONATI ON NEGOTI ATI ONS MVAY AGREE TO EXTI NGUI SH ALL EXI STI NG LI ENS

AGAI NST THE PROPERTY I N EXCHANGE FOR FULL OR PARTI AL

SATI SFACTION CF I TS CLAIMS UPON FUTURE SALE OF THE PROPERTY BY

THE LOCAL TAXI NG DI STRI CT ACCEPTI NG THE DONATI ON. EVERY

NEGOTI ATI ON SHALL CONSI DER THE STRUCTURE OF THE PROPERTY, THE

MARKET VALUE OF THE PROPERTY IN ITS CURRENT CONDI TI ON, THE BEST

USE OF THE PROPERTY G VEN THE NEI GHBORHOOD AND LOCAL ORDI NANCES

AND THE COSTS TO CURE ANY DEFECTS, | NCLUDI NG DEFECTS IN TITLE.

(2) A DONATION UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE BY DEED

RECORDED, AND REGQ STERED WHERE REQUI RED, W TH THE COUNTY

RECORDER OF DEEDS. THE DEED SHALL BE ACCOMPANI ED BY RECORDED

SATI SFACTI ONS OF ANY AND ALL CGLAIMS FOR TAXES VH CH ARE

EXTI NGUI SHED BY VI RTUE OF THE DONATION. I N ALL | NSTANCES, THE
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SATI SFACTI ON FROM THE LOCAL TAXI NG DI STRICT VHICH | S ACCEPTI NG

OMERSHI P OF THE PROPERTY PURSUANT TO THE DONATI ON SHALL PROVI DE

FOR FULL EXTI NGUI SHMENT OF ALL CLAIMS UNDER THI S ACT POSSESSED

BY I T. SATISFACTIONS OF LIENS SHALL PROVI DE THAT ALL CLAI MS OF

ALL LOCAL TAXING DISTRICTS IN WH CH THE PROPERTY | S LOCATED ARE

DI SCHARGED AND EXTI NGUI SHED, UNLESS TERMS ARE OTHERW SE AGREED

UPON BETWEEN THE OMNER AND THE LOCAL TAXI NG DI STRI CTS

PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE DONATI ON NEGOTI ATl ONS.
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(3) PROPERTY THAT HAS BEEN DONATED | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI S
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SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM CLAI M5 FOR TAXES FROM ANY LOCAL

=
=

TAXING DISTRICT INVWHCH IT IS LOCATED DURING THE TIME THAT I T

=
N

REMAINS IN THE OMNERSHI P OF THE COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH,

=
w

| NCORPORATED TOMW, TOMSHI P, HOVE RULE MUNICI PALITY, OPTI ONAL

H
o

PLAN MUNI Cl PALI TY, REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY OR OPTI ONAL CHARTER

=Y
(63}

MUNI CI PALITY TOVH CH I T WAS DONATED.

=Y
(e}

(4) AN OMNER THAT DONATES PROPERTY | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI S

=
\l

SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT _BE PERSONALLY LI ABLE FOR THE AMOUNT OF

=Y
oo

CLAI MS FOR TAXES EXEMPTED OR EXTI NGUI SHED AS A RESULT OF THE

:
2

(5) A LOCAL TAXING DI STRICT _POSSESSI NG A CLAIM UNDER THI S

N
o

N
=

ACT_NAY DESI GNATE ANOTHER LOCAL TAXING DI STRICT, OR THE

N
N

REDEVELOPVENT _AUTHORI TY IN THE COUNTY IN VWH CH THE PROPERTY | S

N
w

LOCATED, TO ACT_AS I TS AGENT WTH REGARD TO A DONATI ON UNDER

N
~

TH'S SUBSECTI ON. A SINGLE LOCAL TAXING DI STRICT OR THE

N
(63}

REDEVELOPMVENT _AUTHORI TY MAY BE SELECTED AS THE AGENT FOR ALL

N
(e}

LOCAL TAXING DI STRICTS HOLDING A TAX A AIM OR LI EN AGAI NST THE

N
~

PROPERTY UNDER THI S ACT. I N RETURNI NG THE PROPERTY TO THE TAX

N
oo

ROLLS OR TO PRODUCTI VE PUBLI C USE, A REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY NAY

N
(o]

SEEK THE ASSI STANCE OF A COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATI ON

30 SERVING THE AREA WHERE THE PROPERTY | S LOCATED.
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(6) A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR MUNI CI PAL_ AUTHORI TY OTHER THAN A

REDEVELOPMENT _AUTHORI TY MAY PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROVI SI ONS COF

TH'S SUBSECTION ONLY IF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT_OR MJUNI Cl PAL

AUTHORI TY HAS DESI GNATED AN AGENT | N ACCORDANCE W TH PARAGRAPH

(5). NOTHING IN THI' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL PREVENT A SCHOOL DI STRI CT

OR MUNICI PAL_AUTHORI TY FROM TAKING TITLE TO A DONATED PROPERTY

I[F 1T 1S DETERM NED DURI NG NEGOTI ATI ONS THAT THE BEST MANNER TO

RETURN THE PROPERTY TO PRODUCTIVE USE |S TO ALLOW A SCHOCL

DI STRICT OR MUNI Cl PAL_AUTHORI TY TO USE THE PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES

DI RECTLY RELATED TO THE M SSION OF THE DI STRICT OR AUTHORI TY.

(©_ IF AN OMNER OF PROPERTY THAT IS SUBJECT TO A CLAIM FOR

TAXES W SHES TO DONATE THE PROPERTY UNDER SUBSECTION (B), THE

OMER MUST DO SO PRIOR TO RECEIVING A NOTI CE OF SALE AS REQUI RED

I N SECTI ON 602.

(D) NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO REQUI RE A

COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH, | NCORPORATED TOMW, TOMSHI P, HOVE RULE

VUNI Cl PALI TY, OPTI ONAL PLAN MUNI CI PALITY, OPTI ONAL_ CHARTER

MUNI CI PALI TY, SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO

ACCEPT_AN OFFER OF PROPERTY DONATI ON.

(E)  FOR THE PURPOSE CF THI' S SECTI ON, THE PHRASE "CLAI M5 FOR

TAXES" SHALL | NCLUDE ALL PENALTIES, | NTEREST AND FEES ASSESSED

AGAI NST THE PROPERTY.

Section 309. Contents of Clainms Entered.--All clains for
taxes returned, made up as a claimand entered in the claim
docket in the bureau shall set forth

(a) The nanmes of the taxing districts for which fil ed,

(b) Except when the owner of the property is unknown and has
been unknown for a period of not |ess than five years, the nane

of the owner and the owner's | ast known address, including the

zip code by virtue of the know edge and i nformati on possessed by
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the bureau, by the tax collector for the taxing district nmaking

the return and by the county office responsi ble for assessnents

and revisions of taxes, of the property against which it is

filed,

(c) A description of the property against which the claimis
filed sufficient to identify the same. A description of the
property shall be deened sufficient if it contains (1) a
reference to a record of a deed or other instrunent of
conveyance whi ch describes the property, or (2) a reference to
t he nunber or nunmber and bl ock of the property in a plan,
recorded in the office of the recorder of deeds of the county,
and the record of such plan, or (3) a reference to the nunber on
any |lot and bl ock plan officially adopted by a taxing district,
or (4) a statenent of the street and nunber of the property as
officially designated by public authorities of a taxing district
as of the tine the property was assessed, or (5) where the
property is not identified by reference to the record of a deed,
or other instrunment of conveyance, and may not be identified by
street and nunber, or by recorded plan, or by a |lot and bl ock
pl an, a statenment of the approxi mate acreage of the property and
the nane of at |east one (1) owner of adjoining property, if
such statenent is acconpani ed by informati on showi ng the

character of and use to which the property is devoted, as for

i nstance "dwelling and lot,"” "vacant |lot," "vacant |and" or
"hotel, restaurant, apartnent house, office building, bank
bui | di ng, manufacturing plant, industrial plant and the | ands
bel ongi ng thereto,” or "farmand the buil dings thereon," or
"plant nursery and buil dings thereon,” or "forest or woodl and, "
or "wasteland,” or "coal, oil or other m neral severed fromthe

surface,” etc., or intelligible abbreviations thereof. A
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variation in the description of the property given in the claim
filed fromthat shown on the assessnment for tax purposes shal
not constitute an irregularity and shall not invalidate the
claim The aforesaid description shall not be deened excl usive.

(d) The year or years, period or periods, for which the
respective taxes were |l evied, and the anmount of taxes due for
each year, or period, and the penalties and interest due thereon
at the time of filing.

(e) That due notice of the returns of such taxes, the entry
of the claimand that the sane woul d becone absolute, if no
exceptions were filed, was given to the owner or posted on the
property in the manner required by |aw.

Said claimshall be entered in the office of the bureau in
t he proper clai mdocket and be signed by or have stanped thereon
a facsimle signature of the director.

Section 2. Section 315 of the act, anmended Septenber 27,
1973 (P.L.264, No.74) is anended to read:

Section 315. Cains; Dockets; Satisfaction[.--] and Public

Record Lists.--(a) Every return nade to and every clai m nade up

by the bureau and the result of every proceedi ng thereon,
entered in accordance with this act, shall be docketed in
appropriate dockets in the office of the bureau suitably indexed
and when so entered shall continue the lien of the tax against
the property charged with the tax.

Wien a claimis stricken off or reduced or satisfied by
paynent or a sale has been held of the property covered by the
claim the director shall cause a note thereof to be nade on
such docket and index and shall authenticate the sane.

(b) In addition, the bureau shall maintain as a public

record a list of all properties agai nst which taxes were | evied,
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1 the whole or any part of which were due and payable in a prior

2 year and which remain unpaid. This list shall describe the

3 property and identify its location, provide the nane and | ast

4 Kknown address, including the zip code of the owner of the

5 property, as deternined by the know edge and information

6 possessed by the bureau, the tax collector for the taxing

7 district that made the return, and the county office responsible
8 for meking assessnent and revisions of taxes, and the anount of
9 wunpaid taxes, penalties and interest due, for all years other
10 than the current tax year. If taxes on the list are paid or
11 another settlenent had been agreed to or if a tax sale of the
12 property is held, this fact shall be noted on the |ist.
13 (c) The bureau may report any nonpaynent of taxes, including
14 liens, to one or nore consuner reporting agencies, as defined by
15 the Fair Credit Reporting Act (Public Law 91-508, 15 U.S.C. 8
16 1681 et seq.).
17 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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