PRINTER S NO. 498

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 459 5

| NTRODUCED BY G NGRI CH, ARMSTRONG, BALDW N, BARRAR, BROMNE
CALTAG RONE, DENLI NGER, J. EVANS, GEI ST, GOODVAN, HALUSKA,
HARPER, HARRI S, HERMAN, HERSHEY, H CKERNELL, KAUFFMAN
M KELLER, MARSICO R M LLER, MJNDY, NAILOR O NEILL
PETRONE, PHI LLI PS, READSHAW RUBLEY, SCAVELLO, STEIL,
E. Z. TAYLOR, WLT AND YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COVMM TTEE ON FI NANCE, FEBRUARY 14, 2005

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, No.542), entitled,

2 as anmended, "An act anending, revising and consolidating the
3 laws relating to delinquent county, city, except of the first
4 and second cl ass and second class A, borough, town, township,
5 school district, except of the first class and school

6 districts within cities of the second class A and

7 institution district taxes, providing when, how and upon what
8 property, and to what extent |liens shall be allowed for such
9 taxes, the return and entering of clains therefor; the

10 col l ection and adjudi cati on of such clains, sales of real

11 property, including seated and unseated | ands, subject to the
12 lien of such tax clainms; the disposition of the proceeds

13 thereof, including State taxes and rmnunici pal clains recovered
14 and the redenption of property; providing for the discharge
15 and divestiture by certain tax sales of all estates in

16 property and of nortgages and |liens on such property, and the
17 proceedi ngs therefor; creating a Tax C ai mBureau in each

18 county, except counties of the first and second class, to act
19 as agent for taxing districts; defining its powers and
20 duties, including sales of property, the managenent of

21 property taken in sequestration, and the managenent, sale and
22 di sposition of property heretofore sold to the county

23 conmmi ssioners, taxing districts and trustees at tax sal es;

24 providing a nmethod for the service of process and notices;

25 i mposing duties on taxing districts and their officers and on
26 tax collectors, and certain expenses on counties and for

27 their reinmbursenent by taxing districts; and repealing

28 existing laws," further providing for property subject to or
29 exenpt fromclaimand for content of clains entered; and

30 providing for public record lists and for report of



nonpaynent of taxes.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 303 and 309 of the act of July 7, 1947

anmended July 3, 1986 (P.L.351, No.81), are anmended to read:
Section 303. Property Subject to or Exenpt fromCaim --

[AIl] (a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c), al

1
2
3
4
5 (P.L.1368, No.542), known as the Real Estate Tax Sal e Law,
6
7
8
9

property, by whonsoever owned and for whatsoever purpose used,
10 and all property the owner of which is unknown and has been
11 unknown for a period of not less than five years, shall be
12 subject to clainms for taxes[, except such property which is
13 exenpt by law fromtaxation or which is not nade subject to
14 taxation by |law.

15 (b)Y Property which is exenpt by |aw from taxati on or which

16 is not nade subject to taxation by | aw shall be exenpt from

17 «clains for taxes.

18 (c) |If the owner of property that is subject to a claimfor

19 taxes donates the property to a city, borough, incorporated

20 town, township, hone rule municipality, optional plan

21 nunicipality, optional charter nunicipality or redevel opnent

22 authority, the claimfor taxes agai nst the property shall be

23 di scharged and exti ngui shed. Property that has been donated in

24 accordance with this subsection shall be exenpt fromclains for

25 taxes during the tine that it remains in the ownership of the

26 city, borough, incorporated town, township, hone rule

27 nmunicipality, optional plan municipality, optional charter

28 nunicipality or redevel opnent authority to which it was donat ed.

29 (d) Notw thstandi ng any other provision of |aw an owner

30 that donates property in accordance wi th subsection (c) shal
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30

not be personally liable for the anmount of clains for taxes

exenpted or extinquished as a result of the donati on.

Section 309. Contents of Clainms Entered.--All clains for
taxes returned, made up as a claimand entered in the claim
docket in the bureau shall set forth

(a) The nanmes of the taxing districts for which fil ed,

(b) Except when the owner of the property is unknown and has
been unknown for a period of not |ess than five years, the nane

of the owner and the owner's | ast known address, including the

zip code by virtue of the know edge and i nformati on possessed by

the bureau, by the tax collector for the taxing district nmaking

the return and by the county office responsi ble for assessnents

and revisions of taxes, of the property against which it is

filed,

(c) A description of the property against which the claimis
filed sufficient to identify the same. A description of the
property shall be deened sufficient if it contains (1) a
reference to a record of a deed or other instrunent of
conveyance whi ch descri bes the property, or (2) a reference to
t he nunber or nunmber and bl ock of the property in a plan,
recorded in the office of the recorder of deeds of the county,
and the record of such plan, or (3) a reference to the nunber on
any |lot and bl ock plan officially adopted by a taxing district,
or (4) a statenent of the street and nunber of the property as
officially designated by public authorities of a taxing district
as of the tine the property was assessed, or (5) where the
property is not identified by reference to the record of a deed,
or other instrument of conveyance, and may not be identified by
street and nunber, or by recorded plan, or by a |lot and bl ock

pl an, a statenment of the approxi mate acreage of the property and
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the nane of at |east one (1) owner of adjoining property, if
such statenent is acconpani ed by informati on showi ng the

character of and use to which the property is devoted, as for

i nstance "dwelling and lot,"” "vacant |lot," "vacant |and" or
"hotel, restaurant, apartnent house, office building, bank
bui | di ng, manufacturing plant, industrial plant and the | ands
bel ongi ng thereto,” or "farmand the buil dings thereon," or
"plant nursery and buil dings thereon,” or "forest or woodl and, "
or "wasteland,” or "coal, oil or other m neral severed fromthe
surface,” etc., or intelligible abbreviations thereof. A
variation in the description of the property given in the claim
filed fromthat shown on the assessnment for tax purposes shal
not constitute an irregularity and shall not invalidate the
claim The aforesaid description shall not be deened excl usive.

(d) The year or years, period or periods, for which the
respective taxes were |l evied, and the anmount of taxes due for
each year, or period, and the penalties and interest due thereon
at the time of filing.

(e) That due notice of the returns of such taxes, the entry
of the claimand that the same woul d becone absolute, if no
exceptions were filed, was given to the owner or posted on the
property in the manner required by |aw

Said claimshall be entered in the office of the bureau in
t he proper clai mdocket and be signed by or have stanped thereon
a facsimle signature of the director.

Section 2. Section 315 of the act, anmended Septenber 27,
1973 (P.L.264, No.74) is anended to read:

Section 315. Cains; Dockets; Satisfaction[.--] and Public

Record Lists.--(a) Every return nade to and every clai m nade up

by the bureau and the result of every proceedi ng thereon,
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entered in accordance with this act, shall be docketed in
appropriate dockets in the office of the bureau suitably indexed
and when so entered shall continue the lien of the tax agai nst
the property charged with the tax.

When a claimis stricken off or reduced or satisfied by
paynent or a sale has been held of the property covered by the
claim the director shall cause a note thereof to be nade on
such docket and index and shall authenticate the sane.

(b)Y In addition, the bureau shall maintain as a public

record a list of all properties agai nst which taxes were | evied,

the whole or any part of which were due and payable in a prior

vear and which remain unpaid. This |list shall describe the

property and identify its | ocation, provide the nane and | ast

known address, including the zip code of the owner of the

property, as determ ned by the know edge and i nf ormati on

possessed by the bureau, the tax collector for the taxing

district that made the return, and the county office responsible

for maki ng assessnent and revi sions of taxes, and the anpunt of

unpai d taxes, penalties and i nterest due, for all years other

than the current tax year. |If taxes on the |list are paid or

anot her settl ement had been agreed to or if a tax sale of the

property is held, this fact shall be noted on the |ist.

(c) The bureau may report any nonpaynent of taxes, including

liens, to one or nore consuner reporting agenci es, as defi ned by

the Fair Credit Reporting Act (Public Law 91-508, 15 U.S.C. 8§

1681 et seq.).

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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