PRINTER S N0 357

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 336 *%x”

| NTRODUCED BY HALUSKA, ALLEN, ARMSTRONG BEBKO- JONES,
BENNI NGHOFF, CALTAGQ RONE, DeWEESE, EACHUS, FABRI ZI O FI CHTER,
FREEMAN, GABI G CElI ST, GOODVAN, HARHAI, HARPER, HERSHEY,
JAMES, LEH, LESCOVI TZ, MANN, M CALL, MGEEHAN, MELI O MJNDY,
NAI LOR, NI CKCL, O NEILL, PALLONE, PETRARCA, PI STELLA,
READSHAW REI CHLEY, SAI NATO, SHANER, STERN, STURLA, SURRA,
THOVAS, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determ ned,” providing for catastrophic
21 | eave pool s.

22 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

23 hereby enacts as follows:

24 Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
25 as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, is anmended by adding a
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section to read:

Section 221.1. Catastrophic Leave Pool.--(a) The governing

body of a State agency shall, through the establishment of a

program allow an enploye to voluntarily transfer to a | eave

pool annual, sick or personal | eave earned by the enpl oye. The

pool admi ni strator shall adm nister the | eave pool.

(b) An enploye of a State agency may request in witing that

a specified nunber of hours of his accrued annual, sick or

personal | eave be transferred to the | eave pool. An enpl oye nay

not transfer to the | eave pool any hours of |leave if the bal ance

of his annual and personal | eave after the transfer is | ess than

one hundred twenty hours. The pool adm nistrator shall credit

the | eave pool with the anmount of tine contributed by an enpl oye

and deduct a correspondi ng anount of tine fromthe enpl oye's

earned annual, sick or personal |eave as if the enpl oye had used

the tine for personal purposes. Any hours of annual, sick or

personal | eave which are transferred fromany enploye's tine to

the | eave pool nmay not be returned or restored to the

ori gi nati ng enpl oye, except that the enpl oye shall not be

prevented fromreceiving tine fromthe | eave pool if eliqible.

(c) An enploye is eligible to use tine contributed to the

| eave pool of the State agency if the enpl oye has exhausted the

bal ance of annual, personal and sick | eave because of a

catastrophic illness or injury that i ncapacitates the enpl oye

and requires a | engthy conval escence or is life threatening; a

catastrophic illness or injury that i ncapacitates a nenber of

the enploye's immediate famly and requires a | engthy

conval escence or is life threatening; or a death in the

enpl oye's immedi ate fanmly. The pool adm nistrator at the

direction of the governi ng body of the State agency nay adopt
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further criteria as i s appropri ate.

(d) An enploye may apply in witing to the pool

admini strator for pernmission to withdraw tine fromthe | eave

pool. The request nust include the enploye's nane, title and

classification; a statenent providing sufficient infornmation

regarding the illness or event resulting in the need for

suppl enental | eave tine. The governi ng body of the applicabl e

State agency may require a witten certificate from a physi ci an

or other |licensed practitioner who is treating the enpl oye or

the nmenber of the enploye's immediate famly; and the

antici pated duration of |eave required to cope with the event.

An enpl oye nay not withdraw tine fromthe | eave pool in an

anount that exceeds one-third of the total tine in the pool; or

ni nety days. If an enpl oye requires additional tine beyond the

anount requested and used, the enploye may apply for additional

|l eave tine in the sane nanner prescribed in this subsection

t hrough the sane procedure.

(e) The governi ng body of the State agency nmy approve the

transfer of a specified nunmber of hours of | eave fromthe | eave

pool to an enpl oye who the governi ng body deternmnes is eliqgible

to recei ve such | eave. Upon approval of the governi ngq body of

the State agency, the pool adnministrator shall transfer the tine

fromthe | eave pool and shall credit the time to the enpl oye.

(f) The governi ng body of the State agency shall have the

authority to periodically review the status of an enpl oye usi ng

tinme fromthe | eave pool to deternine if the need to take | eave

continues to exist. The governi ng body of the State agency nay

require a witten certificate froma physician or other |icensed

practitioner that the reason for the | eave still exists and

remai ns necessary. The governi ng body of the State agency shal
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1 not grant any hours of |eave fromthe | eave pool after the need
2 to take | eave ceases to exist or the enploye who is receiving

3 the leave resigns, retires or _his enploynent with the State

4 agency is termnated. Any |eave received fromthe | eave pool

5 that was not used shall be returned to the |eave pool.

6 (g) Each State agency adm nistering a | eave pool shal

7 nmaintain records and shall issue a report to the Ceneral

8 Assenbly no later than eighteen nonths after the effective date
9 of this section any information related to the use,

10 effectiveness and cost to carry out the provisions of this

11 section.

12 (h) Each State agency shall pronulgate rules to adm nister
13 the provisions of this section.

14 (i) As used in this section:

15 "Enpl oye" neans an_individual enployed by a State agency for
16 a_mnimum of one year.

17 "Inmedi ate fam | y" neans the enploye's spouse, child,

18 stepchild, grandchild, grandparent or parent.

19 "Leave pool" neans a catastrophic | eave pool established to
20 accunulate and di sburse voluntarily and irrevocably contributed
21 |eave tine fromState enployes for the purpose of providing
22 supplenental leave tine to eligible enployes.
23 "Pool administrator” neans the individual appointed by the
24 governing body of the agency to administer the State agency's
25 | eave pool
26 "State agency” neans any agency, board, conmi ssion, authority
27 or _departnent of the Commobnwealth and the General Assenbly.
28 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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