PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 178 PRINTER S NO. 1175

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 172 5

| NTRODUCED BY J. TAYLOR, BARRAR, BELARDI, BUXTQON, BEBKO- JONES,
CALTAG RONE, CREI GHTON, DelLUCA, DeWEESE, FLICK, FRANKEL,
GEl ST, GEORGE, HARRI'S, HERVAN, JAMES, M KELLER, W KELLER,
KI RKLAND, LEDERER, MANN, MARKOSEK, M GEEHAN, PETRONE,
PH LLI PS, PRESTON, READSHAW RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SHANER,
SOLOBAY, THOVAS, TIGUE, WATSON, WLT, YOUNGBLOCD, CAPPELLI,
GOCDMVAN, SATHER, WALKO, ZUG O NEILL, REICHLEY, CRAHALLA,
HARHAI , BROANE, BOYD, GERCELY, CURRY, PALLONE, MANDERI NG,
YUDI CHAK, SHAPI RO, BI ANCUCCI, WANSACZ AND MELI O,
FEBRUARY 1, 2005

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 16, 2005
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Municipal Firefighter Education and Traini ng
Program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE.

TH'S ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS THE MUNI Cl PAL
FI REFI GHTER EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG ACT.

SECTI ON 2.  DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI' S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"COW SSI ONER. " THE STATE FI RE COWM SSI ONER APPO NTED UNDER
THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 13, 1995 (P.L.604, NO 61), KNOAN AS THE
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STATE FI RE COWM SSI ONER ACT.

"MUNI Cl PAL FI REFI GHTER. " ANY FULL-TI ME EMPLOYEE OF A CTY,
BOROUGH, TOMN OR TOWNSHI P FI RE DEPARTMENT ASSI GNED TO
FI REFI GHTI NG DUTI ES.

"SCHOOL. " A TRAI NI NG SCHOOL OR ACADEMY THAT OFFERS STATE
FI RE ACADEMY CERTI FI ED COURSES.
Section £ 3. Minicipal Firefighter Education and Trai ning <—

Program

The OFfice of the State Fire Conmm ssioner shall establish a
Muni ci pal Firefighter Education and Training Programin
accordance with the provisions of this act. The adm nistration
of this programshall be the responsibility of the Ofice of the
State Fire Comm ssioner. The conm ssioner, in consultation with
the Fire Safety Advisory Comm ttee established under the act of
Novenber 13, 1995 (P.L.604, No.61), known as the State Fire
Commi ssi oner Act, shall devel op basic course criteria and

gui delines for the program The paraneters devel oped by the

conmmi ssi oner shall be consistent with established standards.
) . TINEY . -
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Section 3 4. Minicipal firefighter training nmandatory; <—

penal ti es.

(A <
TRAI NI NG --ALL MUNI Cl PALI TIES OR GROUPS OF MUNI Cl PALI TI ES ACTI NG
I N concert shall be required to train all nenbers of their fire
departnments hired by themafter the effective date of this
section, pursuant to this act. Any person hired as a rmuni ci pal
firefighter by any pebHtieal—subdivision—or—group—of—poelitical <—
subdi-vi-si-ons MUNI Cl PALI TY OR GROUP OF MUNI Cl PALI TIES acting in <—
concert after the effective date of this section shall be at the
end of one year fromthe date of his enploynent ineligible to
recei ve salary, conpensation or other consideration or thing of
val ue for the performance of his duties as a firefighter unless
he has net all of the requirenents as established by the Ofice
of the State Fire Comm ssioner and has been duly certified as
having net those requirenments by the comm ssioner, unless the
firefighter is granted additional time to conplete his training
by the conm ssioner. However, any person hired as a rmnuni ci pal
firefighter will be given a grace period of two years fromthe
effective date of this section before he becones ineligible to
recei ve salary, conpensation or other consideration or things of
val ue.

(b) Penalty.--Any official of anypeltiecal—subdivision A <—
MUNI ClI PALI TY who orders, authorizes or pays a salary to a person
in violation of the provisions of this act commts a sunmary
of fense and upon conviction shall be sentenced to pay a fine of
$100 or be inprisoned for a termof not nore than 30 days.
Section 4 5. Reinbursenent of expenses. <—

(a) Allowable expenses.--The Ofice of the State Fire
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Commi ssi oner shall provide for reinbursenent to each pelitieal <—

subdiv-si-on MUNI Cl PALI TY 100% of the allowable tuition and the <—

ordi nary and necessary living and travel expenses incurred by

their firefighters while attending certified munici pal

firefighter basic training schools, provided the peltieal <—

subdi-viston MUNI Cl PALI TY adheres to the training standards, <—

enpl oynment | ongevity provisions and program gui del i nes

established by the Ofice of the State Fire Comm ssioner. The

regul ar salary of firefighters while attendi ng schools approved

under this act shall be paid by the enpl oyi ng pelitieal <—

subdi-viston MUNI Cl PALI TY. Eighty percent of the regular salaries <—

of firefighters while attendi ng schools approved under this act

shall be reinbursed by the comm ssioner to the enploying

pettieal—subdivsieon MUNI Cl PALI TY. <—
(b) Gants.--The conm ssioner shall provide grants as a

rei nbursenent for actual expenses incurred by peltieal <—

subdi-vistons MUNI Cl PALI TI ES for municipal firefighters who have <—

successfully conpleted the required basic course of instruction

established by the Ofice of the State Fire Comm ssi oner.

(O <—
APPLI CATI ON. - - ALL MUNI Cl PALI TI ES AND GROUPS OF MUNI Cl PALI Tl ES

ACTING I N concert may nake application to the conm ssioner for
funding pursuant to this act. The application shall be

acconpani ed by a certified copy of a resolution or resolutions
adopted by its governing body or bodies providing that, while
receiving any State funds under this act, the pelitieal <—

bdivisi Y Lt : Litical
subdi-vi-si-ons MUNI Cl PALI TY OR GROUP OF MUNI Cl PALI TIES acting in <—

concert will adhere to the standards for training established by
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t he comm ssioner. The application shall contain such infornmation

as the comm ssioner may request.
(d) Limtation.--Grants may be awarded on a pro rata basis

if the total dollar anmount of approved applications exceeds the

anount of funds allocated for this program

Section 5 6. Applicability to civil service | aws. <—
Not hing in this act shall be construed to exenpt any

muni ci pal firefighter fromthe provisions of the existing civil

service or laws relating to tenure.

Section 6 7. Fundi ng. <—
The General Assenbly shall annually appropriate such noneys

as necessary to the Ofice of the State Fire Conm ssioner.

Section # 8. Effective date. <—

This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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